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 Euro 2012 on the BBC 

 

 

 

 

In a huge summer of sport on the BBC the 

Euro 2012 tournament will take centre stage 

throughout the whole of June, culminating in 

the final in Kiev on 1 July.  

 

With our most comprehensive coverage yet 

the BBC will bring football fans closer to the 

action across TV, radio, online and mobile – 

covering every kick of every game and 

keeping our audiences up to date wherever 

they are. 

 

 

On TV the BBC will show sixteen live games 

including an England quarter final, both semi-

finals and the final. There will also be 

highlights programmes showing all of the 

games not covered live. Once again all of our 

live matches will be shown on BBC HD and a 

range of highlights packages will be available 

on the iPlayer. Radio 5 live has full coverage 

of every game on 5 live or 5 live sports extra.  

 

The BBC Sport website will boast an 

extensive offering including live streaming of 

all BBC games, live text commentaries from 

every game of the tournament, in-depth team 

and venue guides, a tournament tracker and 

behind the scenes videos.  

 

 

The BBC’s presentation team will be based at 

BBC Sport’s new home at MediaCityUK in 

Salford whilst a smaller team based in Poland 

and Ukraine will take fans to the heart of the 

action.  

 

5 live will also broadcast from Salford whilst 

having commentary teams on location 

bringing all the news and analysis from Poland 

and Ukraine.  
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    Euro 2012 TV Schedule 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fri 8 June 

BBC Poland v Greece: 17.00  Warsaw 

ITV Russia v Czech: 19.45  Wroclaw 

 

Sat 9 June 

BBC Holland v Denmark 17.00 Kharkiv 

BBC Germany v Portugal 19.45 Lviv 

 

Sun 10 June 

ITV Spain v Italy: 17.00  Gdansk 

ITV Ireland v Croatia: 19.45  Poznan 

 

Mon 11 June  

ITV France v England: 17.00  Donetsk 

BBC Ukraine v Sweden: 19.45 Kiev 

 

Tues 12 June 

ITV Greece v Czech: 17.00  Wroclaw    

ITV Poland v Russia: 19.45  Warsaw 

 

Wed 13 June 

ITV Denmark v Portugal: 17.00 Lviv 

BBC Holland v Germany: 19.45 Kharkiv 

 

Thurs 14 June 

BBC Italy v Croatia: 17.00  Poznan 

ITV Spain v Ireland: 19.45  Gdansk 

 

Fri 15 June 

Group A  Group B  Group C  Group D 
Poland   Netherlands  Spain   France 

Greece   Denmark  Italy   England 

Russia   Germany  Rep. Ireland  Ukraine 

Czech Republic Portugal  Croatia   Sweden 
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ITV Ukraine v France: 17.00  Donetsk 

BBC Sweden v England: 19.45 Kiev 

 

 

 

 

Sat 16 June 

BBC Greece v Russia: 19.45  Warsaw 

BBC Poland v Czech: 19.45  Wroclaw 

 

Sun 17 June 

ITV Portugal v Holland 19.45  Kharkiv 

ITV Denmark v Germany: 19.45 Lviv 

 

Mon 18 June 

BBC Croatia v Spain 19.45  Gdansk 

BBC Italy v Ireland: 19.45  Poznan  

 

Tues 19 June 

ITV Sweden v France: 19.45  Kiev 

ITV England v Ukraine: 19.45  Donestsk 

 

Thu 21 June 

Quarter-final TBA: 19.45  Warsaw 

 

Fri 22 June  

Quarter-final TBA 19.45  Gdansk   

 

Sat 23 June 

Quarter final TBA 19.45  Donetsk   

 

Sun 24 Jun 

Quarter-finals TBA 19.45  Kiev 

 

Wed 27 Jun/Thu 28 Jun 

Semi-finals TBA (Both live on BBC)  

 

Sun 1 July      

Final BBC & ITV   Kiev 
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TV Coverage on the BBC  

 

 

 

BBC TV Team 

 

Presenters 

Gary Lineker 

Colin Murray 

Manish Bhasin 

 

Studio Experts 

Alan Hansen 

Alan Shearer 

Lee Dixon 

Harry Redknapp 

Clarence Seedorf 

Jurgen Klinsmann 

Niall Quinn 

David James 

Robbie Savage 

 

Commentators 

Guy Mowbray 

Steve Wilson 

Jonathan Pearce 

Simon Brotherton 

 

Co-commentators 

Mark Lawrenson 

Martin Keown 

Mick McCarthy 

Mark Bright 

 

On Location: 

Gabby Logan 

Jake Humphrey 

Dan Walker 

Damian Johnson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With England representing the home nations 

Euro 2012 is certain to capture the 

imaginations of football fans across the 

country. As ever the BBC’s TV coverage will 

be comprehensive and in-depth, ensuring fans 

can keep up to date with all the action.  

 

The Match of the Day teams headed by Gary 

Lineker will present from the state of the art 

studio at MediaCityUK, the new home of 

BBC Sport, with Colin Murray presenting the 

highlights. They will be joined by the BBC’s 

regular star pundits, including Alan Hansen, 

Alan Shearer and Lee Dixon, alongside some 

of the biggest names in world football, 

including Harry Redknapp, Clarence Seedorf 

and Jurgen Klinsmann. In addition Jake 
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Humphrey will be at the games and on 

location in Poland and Ukraine, to capture 

the excitement of the tournament, with 

further reports from on site coming from 

Dan Walker. Gabby Logan will bring all the 

news from the England camp, reflecting on 

the mood of the team before and after their 

big games. Damian Johnson will perform the 

same role with the Republic of Ireland team, 

reflecting the particular interest in their 

progress.  

 

Kick off times will be either 5pm or 7.45pm 

during the group stages, after which all games 

will be played at the later time. All live 

matches will be available in HD. There will be 

two Football Focus preview programmes, 

firstly from Epsom ahead of the Derby on 

June 2nd and the second from Warsaw on 

June 6th. Throughout the tournament there 

will be a special series of ten World Football 

Focus programmes from Poland and Ukraine 

presented by Dan Walker, these will be 

available on BBC World News, online and via 

the red button.  

 

.  
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Radio Coverage on the BBC      

  

 

Talent Team: 

 

Presenters 

Mark Pougatch 

Mark Chapman 

Colin Murray 

 

Commentators  

Mike Ingham 

Alan Green 

John Murray 

Darren Fletcher 

Conor McNamara 

Alistair Bruce-Ball 

 

Summarisers & Pundits 

Chris Waddle 

Graham Taylor 

Danny Mills 

Kevin Kilbane 

Jan Molby 

Pat Nevin 

Steve McClaren 

Robbie Savage 

John Motson 

David Pleat 

 

 

 

BBC Radio 5 live will be at the heart of Euro 

2012 this summer with on the spot coverage 

from the BBC’s outstanding team of radio 

presenters, commentators and summarisers. 

Every game will be covered on 5 live or 5 live 

sports extra while throughout the 

tournament across the station there will be  

 

 

 

 

 

 

interviews, news, comment and reaction 

from Poland and Ukraine. 

 

Mark Pougatch will lead the presentation 

team in Poland and Ukraine coming live from 

Warsaw for the first game between Poland 

and Greece as well as broadcasting live from 

all of England’s matches. Commentary will 

come from chief football correspondent Mike 

Ingham along with Alan Green, John Murray, 

Darren Fletcher, Ian Dennis, Conor 

McNamara and Alistair Bruce-Ball. Expert 

analysis will come from Chris Waddle, 
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Graham Taylor, Danny Mills, Jan Molby, Pat 

Nevin and Kevin Kilbane.  

 

Mike Ingham and Ian Dennis will be based at 

the England camp in Krakow, bringing 

listeners all the latest news and interviews 

whilst giving a flavour of the atmosphere in 

and around the camp. Nicky Campbell’s 5 live 

breakfast team will follow the fortunes of the 

England team as they travel through Ukraine 

whilst Alan Green will host a live 606 phone 

in show from the ground after every England 

game.  

 

Over in Gdansk, Conor McNamara and 

Kevin Kilbane will bring all the news and 

insight from the Ireland camp. 

 

Mark Chapman and Colin Murray will front 5 

live’s coverage from the studios in Salford, 

joined by Robbie Savage and Steve McClaren.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BBC Interactive Coverage  

 

 

The BBC Sport website bbc.co.uk/euro2012 

will cover every kick of every game at the 

UEFA European Championship in Poland and 

Ukraine this summer – making it easier than 

ever to follow the whole tournament 

wherever you might be. 

 

Live video coverage will be available online 

for all of the BBC games as well as goals and 

highlights from every game throughout the 

tournament. The iPlayer will also allow users 

to watch live BBC One games online up to 

seven days after transmission.  

 

Ahead of the tournament Mark Lawrenson’s 

in-depth video guide will take a look at all 16 

teams taking part in the tournament and 

assess their chances of success. Once the 

games kick off the online tournament tracker 

will allow users to see at a glance how their 

team is progressing with fixtures, results and 

tables all in one place.  

 

Sportsday Euro 2012 special will keep fans in 

the know from 8am till kick-off with running 

commentary, news and interaction 

throughout the day.  

 

Chief Football Writer Phil McNulty will 

provide comment and analysis throughout 

the tournament alongside the regular line up 

of BBC Sport pundits and commentators.   

 

The BBC Red Button will offer match 

highlights, previews, reaction, audio options 

and analysis throughout the tournament. 

 The TiVo Connected TV platform will also 

be in operation for Euro 2012 with 12 On 

Demand News clips and additional Live 

Streams.
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Experts Verdicts on Euro 2012  

 

 

 

So, which teams do you think will make 

the biggest impact on Euro 2012?  

Alan Shearer (AS): I think Spain, Holland 

will be challenging for the crown but Spain 

will eventually win it.  

Robbie Savage (RS): Germany and Spain, 

quite simply because they have the best 

players. 

Manish Bhasin(MB): The obvious ones to 

go for would be Spain and Germany after 

100% qualifying records but i’m going for 

Russia.  They’re not far from home and will 

be out to prove that reaching the semi finals 

of the last Euros was no fluke. Success 

however will rest on the goals of the talented 

Pavel Pogrebnyak. 

Guy Mowbray (GM): I think Germany will 

provide the biggest threat to Spain’s 

European crown.  

Jan Molby (JM): I think the French might 

surprise a few people, less trouble in the 

camp, good players and a no nonsense coach 

in Laurent Blanc. 

 

 

Who do you think will be the 

tournament’s top striker? 

AS: I think the tournament’s top striker 

could well be Robin van Persie. 

RS: That’s a tough one, Mario Gomez, 

Fernando Torres if he rediscovers his form 

or Robin van Persie who’s scoring for fun at 

the moment.  

MB: Robin Van Persie 
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GM: Always difficult to predict – If he’s not 

too tired after his Arsenal efforts Robin Van 

Persie will bring his usual threat. In the same 

group you can never stray far away from 

what Cristiano Ronaldo brings to Portugal. 

JM: I fancy Roberto Soldado of Spain to be 

top scorer but also have a feeling that if 

Sweden can get out of their group Zlatan 

Ibrahimovic could do well. 

 

 

Who do you think will be the stand out 

player(s)? 

AS: I think the stand out players will be the 

obvious ones – the Spanish midfield. 

RS: The obvious candidates would be Xavi 

and Andres Inesta. Hopefully Rooney when 

he’s allowed to play! 

MB: Xavi, Cristiano Ronaldo, Soldado 

GM: Mario Gotze is a player I’m particularly 

looking forward to watching. I’d also pick just 

about anyone in a Spain shirt! 

JM: Stand out player is very difficult with so 

many great players on view but Iniesta of 

Spain, Ozil of Germany, Eriksen of Denmark, 

Lewandowski of Poland should all do well but 

I’m really looking forward to seeing Kevin 

Strootman of PSV and Holland. 

 

 

What are England’s chances of success? 

How will they cope without Rooney in 

their first games? 

AS: I think England are in a really hard group 

and will just make it out of it. I can’t see us 

winning it, so I think a place in the semi finals 

is the most we can hope for. 

RS: I don’t think they’ll cope very well at all. 

We don’t have a world class centre forward 

and Rooney is irreplaceable in the team.  

MB: I think anything beyond the quarter 

finals will be a huge bonus. England will 

almost definitely struggle without a natural 

replacement for Wayne Rooney. And with 

no Darren Bent and Jack Wilshire (and no 

coach early on), I expect their Euro 

adventure to end soon into the knock-out 

phase. 

GM: I think we should just look at England 

getting out of the group and then see what 

happens.  

 

 

Which foreign player would you most 

like to see lining up in an England shirt 

and why? 

AS: I would love to see Van Persie in an 

England shirt because of our lack of strikers! 

RS: Innesta or Xavi because they are masters 

at keeping the ball. 

MB: Lionel Messi. 

GM: Worldwide it would have to be Messi. 

From a European point of view I’d go with 

Ronaldo. He’d give us an x-factor that we just 

don’t have at the moment. 

JM: Xavi of Spain would make most teams 

improve and he would look good playing for 

England. 

 

 

Which teams would you most like to 

see come up against each other? 

AS: I would love to see England v Spain in 

the final but I don’t think it will happen. 

RS: Holland v Spain – a repeat of the World 

Cup final. 

MB: Holland v Spain – I’d like to see what 

tactics the Dutch would use to counteract 

tiki-taka in a rematch of the 2010 WC final. 

GM: England and Germany again. In the final! 

JM: Love the rivalry between Germany and 

Holland and we get to see that in the group 

games but also Denmark v Sweden but that’s 

unlikely.  
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What makes the Euros special? 

AS: Having played in three European 

Championships, I can fully appreciate what 

they are and what they mean and the 

standard is very high.  

MB: It’s one of the few major competitions 

where you won’t have to worry about the 

prospect of facing Lionel Messi. 

GM: The World Cup will always be the one 

to win but it’s been argued that the Euros is 

harder to win. Less teams and no ‘round of 

16’ makes it that bit more condensed and 

intense too. The quarter finals are on you 

before you know it. 

JM: Shorter format than the World Cup and 

the cream of European football plus so many 

rivalries. 

 

Who will win..? 

AS: I think Spain will win the tournament. 

RS: Holland  

MB: Spain 

GM. Germany. Or Spain! 

JM: The best teams don’t always win but 

Spain have the players, the experience and 

the hunger to win but look out for Germany 

and France as well.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clarence Seedorf on the European Championship 2012  

 

 

 

Clarence once again joins the BBC’s 

presentation team for Euro 2012 and he’s 

certainly geared up and ready for a great 

tournament, “I’m looking forward to making 

Euro 2012 a great experience.  

 

“From my experience in playing in the 

competition I know the intensity that the 

players will be under. After a long season the 

first couple of games are always the most 

difficult but the atmosphere and environment 

of the Euro competition make it a great 

competition”. 

 

Whilst believing that historic rivalries aren’t 

as intense as they once were, Seedorf still 

believes that the big teams will be the ones 

to progress to the later stages, ”Germany, 

Spain, Holland, France and Italy are the 

obvious ones to watch. I’m also curious to 

see who is picked for the England team. They  

 

 

 

definitely have enough good players to make 

it happen. I look forward to seeing them 

perform”.  

 

The last time Seedorf’s home country, 

Holland, won the Championship he was still a 
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schoolboy ”Straight after the final whistle I 

went to my school and celebrated with all of 

my friends – nice memories”. But if they, or 

any of the teams in the tournament, are to 

experience success this time round there are 

certain things they will need to have, “Good 

team spirit – definitely the most important. 

Quality within the team, the right form and 

shape. But the level of quality of these teams 

is such that I think it will depend on the 

‘moment’. How the team feels, how fit they 

can be – how the coach copes with being in 

that moment. Teams need the right rest and 

the right training in order to start the 

tournament in the best shape possible, then 

can then go on to grow into the 

tournament”. 

 

 

 

Clarence will form part of the live BBC commentary team on BBC and BBC One HD. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gary Lineker OBE 

 

Now Match of the Day’s stalwart presenter, 

Gary began his broadcasting career in 1992 

with Radio 5 show Gary Lineker’s Football 

Night. Following the end of his playing career 

he took over as host on Sunday Sport in 1995 

on the re-launched Radio 5 live. His first stint 

as a TV pundit on the BBC was during the 

1986 World Cup Finals, which he combined 

with playing duties in Mexico. He worked as 

a roving reporter during the 1992 Barcelona 

Olympics and the 1996 Atlanta Olympics. 

Gary joined the BBC Sport TV team in 1995, 

appearing on Sportsnight, Football Focus and 

Match of the Day. 1996 saw him become the 

regular presenter of Football Focus within 

Grandstand. He also presented highlights 

programmes during Euro 96 and hosted both 

live and highlights coverage of the 1998 

World Cup finals in France. He became the 

main presenter of Match of the Day in 1999 

and was also a team captain on the hugely 

successful sports quiz They Think It’s All Over. 

He also makes up one third of the presenting 

line up for Sports Personality of the Year.  He is 

also a keen supporter of Sport Relief and this 

year visited one of the projects supported by 

the charity with wife, Danielle.  

 

2012 will see Gary take a lead role in the 

presenting team for the London Olympics. 

 

During his playing career Gary Lineker was 

one of the best known and widely admired 

football players in the world. He played for 

Leicester City, Everton, Barcelona, 

Tottenham Hotspur and Japanese team  
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Nagoya Grampus Eight. In 80 appearances for 

England his total of 48 goals for his country 

places him second on the highest scorer list  

behind Sir Bobby Charlton.  During his spells 

in both Spain and Japan he became fluent in 

both languages. 

 

Gary is also an accomplished cricketer 

(MCC), golfer and snooker player. 

 

Alan Hansen 

 

Alan is one of the most successful British 

football players of all time. Having won all of 

the honours available at club level at least 

twice, he also captained his Liverpool side to 

a historic double in 1986. His playing career 

was ended in 1991 by a knee injury and since 

then his keen tactical understanding of the 

game have helped to make him a key part of 

the Match of the Day presenting team.  

 

Alan has fronted a number of BBC football 

themed documentaries and also writes a 

weekly column for The Daily Telegraph. 

Outside football Alan’s main interests are 

golf, tennis and the theatre.  

 

Before embarking on his professional playing 

career, Alan was awarded a place at 

Aberdeen University to read History.  

 

Born in June 1955, Alan began his career at 

Partick Thistle in 1973 making 108 

appearances before his move to Merseyside 

in 1977. He made 621 appearances for 

Liverpool, captaining the team between 1985 

and 1990.  

 

During his 14 years at Anfield, Alan made 621 

appearances, won eight Championships, 

three European Cups, two FA Cups and four 

League Cups. He was also capped 26 times 

by Scotland. 

 

 

Alan Shearer OBE 

 

Alan made his football debut in 1988 with a 

hat-trick for Southampton against Arsenal. 

His success continued and in 1992, at the 

start of the inaugural Premier League season, 

he moved to Blackburn Rovers for a then 

record British transfer fee of £3.6 million. 

Blackburn won the Premier League in the 

1994/1995 season, with Alan contributing 34 

league goals at the beginning of a sequence in 

which he became the only player in English 

football history to score 30 or more goals in 

three consecutive seasons. 

Following a successful Euro 96 campaign, 

Alan fulfilled his childhood dream as he joined 

his beloved Newcastle United for a world 

record fee of £15.6 million. 

 

English PFA Player of the Year in 1995 and 

1997, he scored 30 goals in 63 games for 

England before his retirement from 

international football at the end of Euro 

2000. 

 

In 2006 Alan equalled Jackie Milburn’s 50-

year record of 200 goals and finally on 11th 

May that year he made an emotional farewell 

to Newcastle United in front of 52,000 fans. 

He returned to the club for a brief spell as 

manager during the 2008-09 season. 
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In his playing days Alan was a goal scoring 

machine.  In a total of 701 club games he 

scored 379 goals. He is still the English 

Premier League's all-time highest goal scorer 

and was the first player to 100 and 200 goals 

in the division. 

 

Alan was awarded the OBE in 2001. In 2006 

he formed part of the BBC’s World Cup 

team and is now a regular pundit on Match of 

the Day. 

 

 

Mark Lawrenson 

 

Born in Lancashire Mark began his career at 

his home town club, Preston North End and 

also played for Brighton and Hove Albion 

before Bob Paisley paid £900,000 to bring 

him to Liverpool in 1981. 

 

Mark won a host of major honours with 

Liverpool before an Achilles injury brought 

his playing career to a premature end at the 

age of 30. His partnership with Alan Hansen 

is still regarded by Liverpool fans as the club’s 

best-ever central defence pairing and he was 

capped 39 times by the Republic of Ireland. 

 

At the end of his playing career ‘Lawro’ 

managed Oxford United and worked 

alongside Kevin Keegan as a defensive coach 

at Newcastle. 

 

He has been a BBC football pundit since 

1997 and is a now regular on Match of the 

Day alongside Gary Lineker and Alan Hansen 

whilst also fulfilling the role of summariser 

for Radio 5 live.  

 

 

Harry Redknapp 

 

Took over the role of Spurs manager in 

October, 2008, and after guiding the team 

from bottom of the Barclays Premier League 

to a finishing position of eighth, he then 

steered Spurs to fourth place and Champions 

League qualification for the first time in his 

first full season. 

 

The following campaign, he led the Club to 

the quarter-finals of Europe’s elite 

competition, enjoying victories over the likes 

of Inter Milan, AC Milan, Werder Bremen 

and FC Twente. 

 

This is his sixth job in football management, 

having previously worked at Bournemouth, 

West Ham United, Portsmouth twice and 

Southampton. 

 

 

Dan Walker 

 

Dan currently presents Football Focus, the 

long-running BBC One Saturday lunchtime 

football show as well as presenting the BBC’s 

Open Golf coverage. 

 

You’ll also see him at The Grand National, 

Wimbledon and a number of the BBC’s other 

showpiece events. 

 

Dan also presents his own football show on 

BBC World each week which goes into 295 

million homes around the world.  You’ll also 

find his online show (Friday Focus) weekly 

interviews and his blog on the BBC website. 

Dan is a regular user of social networking 

site Twitter and has over 144,000 followers. 

 

Dan was an integral part of the BBC Sport 

team covering the 2010 FIFA World Cup and 

spent the summer reporting from a double-

decker bus travelling across South Africa. 
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The 5000 mile journey included visiting cities, 

townships as well as social projects and 

historical sights which provided UK viewers 

with a flavour of the host nation both inside 

and out of the stadia. 

 

Earlier this year Walker presented a special 

Olympic themed episode of Songs Of Praise. 

In addition to presentation work on The Six 

Nations in the past Dan has also presented 

sports bulletins on the BBC News Channel 

and BBC Network News.  You can also hear 

Dan as a regular guest on 5 live’s Tony 

Livesey Show every Wednesday evening 

providing his insight into the football world. 

He’s appeared on Celebrity Mastermind and he 

has been a guest on A Question Of Sport. 

 

Dan’s first foray into broadcasting was co-

presenting two shows on the University of 

Sheffield’s Sure FM student radio station – 

the midweek sports-themed evening show 

and ‘Dan & Edd In The Afternoon’, for which 

he and co-presenter Ed Hoyland were 

nominated for a BBC Radio One Student 

Radio award. 

 

In 1999 Dan moved to a full-time career with 

a four year stint as a sports presenter and 

commentator for Manchester’s Key 103 

radio. In his time at Key 103 he presented 

the regular midweek sports show and picked 

up three Sony awards, three New York 

Radio Awards and was nominated as 

commercial radio Presenter Newcomer of 

the Year. 

 

Soon after, Dan moved into TV with a 6-

month spell at Granada Television in 

Manchester as sports presenter and 

commentator on the Football League Review. 

In 2004 he joined the BBC regional news 

programme North West Tonight.  In his 18 

months there he was nominated for a 

number of awards and won the Royal 

Television Society Sports Award in 2005 for 

Regional Sports Presenter of the Year. 

 

 

Jake Humphrey 

 

An experienced and knowledgeable television 

and radio broadcaster, Jake is at the forefront 

of much of BBC Sport’s coverage for many 

national and international events. A busy 

sporting calendar in 2012, he will be 

broadcasting at the European Championships 

in Poland and Ukraine, hosting Summer 

Olympics coverage for BBC One and BBC 

Three, as well as continuing to anchor the 

BBC’s award-winning Formula One coverage, 

a role he has performed since the sport’s 

return to the broadcaster in 2009.  

 

Additionally Jake is the host of BBC Three’s 

monthly live debate show, Free Speech, a 

forum for young people to engage with 

politics through both a studio panel and 

social media platforms; a co-presenter of the 

institution that is Sports Personality of the Year 

and he has hosted the BBC’s live New Year 

countdown on London’s Embankment for the 

last three years.  

 

Jake originally joined the CBBC on-air team 

back in 2002, for the terrestrial and new 

digital channel launch. He went on to present 

their Fame Academy’s daily live show, before 

hosting the CBBC Comic Relief Does Fame 

Academy coverage during Red Nose Week in 

March 2003, 2005 and 2007. 

 

Jake first presented Football Focus in 2006, 

and has also hosted Final Score and Match of 

the Day from Austria and Switzerland for 

BBC One, BBC Three and BBCi. He became 
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the face of Formula One as the sport made 

its return to the BBC in 2009, and 2012 will 

be his fourth season at the helm of the 

award-winning coverage. 

 

In 2009 Jake also began presenting live 

Championship Football coverage on BBC’s  

 

Match of the Day, before going on to anchor 

the BBC’s team for the Delhi 

Commonwealth Games in 2010. 

 

Jake’s BBC Sport credits also include live 

afternoon coverage of the Beijing Olympics, 

Euro 2008, the 2007 FIFA Women's World 

Cup in China, Sports Personality of the Year, 

the 2008 & 2010 Africa Cup of Nations, live 

Super Bowl coverage on BBC and NFL 

highlights from Wembley. 

 

Jake also hosts BBC Three’s football 

coverage and has co-presented live 2012 

Olympics countdown shows for BBC1 News 

. 

Fresh from hosted introducing the Track 

Cycling World Cup at the Olympic 

Velodrome for BBC2 in February 2012, Jake 

will be part of the team presenting the BBC’s 

coverage of Euro 2012 and the London 

Olympics.  

 

 

Lee Dixon 

 

Lee is one of the most respected defenders 

in Premiership history and played over 600 

games with Arsenal over 14 years where he 

won four league titles, three FA Cups and the 

European Cup Winners' Cup.  

 

Lee’s first Championship medal was earned in 

dramatic fashion when Arsenal won the 1989 

First Division courtesy of a 2-0 win at 

Liverpool. Michael Thomas’s last minute goal 

ensured Arsenal won the game by the 

required two goals, but it was Dixon that 

started the move deep in his own half for the 

Championship winning goal. 

 

Lee made his England international debut in 

in April 1990 in a World Cup warm-up game 

against Czechoslovakia. He would go on to 

win another 22 caps but injury and 

misfortune meant he failed to play in a major 

championship. 

 

But any international disappointment was 

replaced by domestic joy. Along with 

Winterburn, Tony Adams and Steve Bould, 

as well as goalkeeper David Seaman, Lee was 

part of one of the infamous and meanest 

defences in modern football history under 

George Graham. They went on to win in the 

league title again in 1991 and Lee also played 

in the winning 1993 FA Cup Final team. The 

following season the Gunners went on to lift 

the European Cup Winners’ Cup beating 

Parma 1-0 in the final in Copenhagen. 

 

A new era of Dixon’s career began when 

Arsene Wenger came to Highbury in 1996. It 

was assumed that the Frenchman would 

break up the old defence but it only spurred 

Lee and his team-mates onto higher things. 

Martin Keown replaced Bould but not before 

together Arsenal achieved the “double” in 

1998. 

 

Lee received a testimonial from the club in 

1999, and although he was to be disappointed 

when Arsenal lost the 2000 UEFA Cup final, 

Dixon would two years later claim a second 

“double” under Wenger in four years.  In 

2002, aged 38, Dixon decided to hang up his 

boots after 619 appearances and 28 goals in 

an Arsenal shirt. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01cbrv2
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01cbrv2
http://www.bbc.co.uk/mediacentre/latestnews/021211-bbc-2012-presenter-line-up.html


 

 17 

 

Since retiring Lee has opened a highly 

respected restaurant in Berkshire with 

celebrated chef Heston Blumenthal. He has 

also lowered his golf handicap considerably 

and is a good friend of Arsenal-loving golfer 

Ian Poulter.  

 

Lee joined the BBC in August 2004 appearing 

as a pundit on Final Score and is a regular 

pundit on Match of the Day, Football Focus and 

MOTD2. 

 

Manish Bhasin 

 

In February 2004 Manish joined BBC’s 

“Football Focus” team, a weekly magazine 

style show that previews the weekend’s top 

football action.  

Manish had previously been at ITV’s Central 

News, where he presented in-depth 

coverage of the region’s essential sport, 

including a comprehensive analysis of the 

financial crisis at Leicester City, and during 

his successful tenure Manish was nominated 

for “Regional Sports Presenter or 

Commentator of the Year” at the Royal 

Television Society Sport Awards and would 

later present “Soccer Sunday”. 

 Soccer Sunday” was nominated as best 

“Regional Sports Actuality Programme” as 

Manish hosted Football League highlights of 

the best action from the region’s teams in a 

regular magazine format. 

Previously Manish had spent 5 years at BBC 

Radio Leicester as Sports 

presenter/commentator including the drive 

time “Drive at 5” programme presenting the 

latest news and sport. 

 During this period Manish’s highlights include 

reporting from Leicester Tigers’ last minute 

victory in the 2001 Rugby European Cup final 

(Leicester Tigers v. Stade Francais) and again 

the following year at Cardiff’s Millennium 

Stadium (Leicester Tigers v. Munster). 

Manish has BA (Hons) in Communication 

Studies with English Literature at Anglia Poly 

University plus a Post Grad Diploma in 

Broadcast Journalism at Cardiff University. 

Jonathan Pearce 

 

Jonathan Pearce became a commentator on 

Match of the Day during the 2004/5 season 

following three years at BBC Radio 5 live. He 

started his career at BBC Radio Bristol in 

1979. 

 

His first match commentary was Bristol 

Rovers against Exeter City in the League Cup 

and he became sports editor at the age of 23 

at Radio West. In 1987 he moved to London 

and Capital Radio where he launched Capital 

Gold Sport a year later.  

 

Jonathan has won several awards for his 

work including three Sony awards and the 

Variety Club Radio Person of the Year. He 

has commentated on England internationals, 

World Cups, European Championships and 

Cup Finals. 

 

Born in Plymouth, Jonathan moved to Bristol 

at the age of seven. He is still a Bristol City 

FC fan but his wife and three small children 

are Arsenal, Brighton and Crystal Palace fans. 

Jonathan studied English at Birmingham 

University and at the National Broadcasting 

School. He now lives in West Sussex.  

 

 

Guy Mowbray 
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In 2010 Guy was promoted to Chief 

Commentator on retirement of John Motson 

from International Football. 

2004-present BBC Football Commentator - 

BBC Match of the Day Live and highlights - 

BBC 1, BBC 2, BBC interactive 2006 FIFA 

World Cup, FA Cup, Premiership, 

Internationals, Women’s Euro 2005, 

Women’s FA Cup Final 

Commentator – Eurosport Live and 

recorded highlights; documentary voice-

overs Various football – including 

international matches, 2006 African Cup of 

Nations, Champions League, UEFA Cup 

1999-2004 Commentator – ITV network Live 

and recorded highlights – ITV, ITV2, ITV 

Digital, ITV regions 2002 FIFA World Cup, 

Euro 2004, Euro 2000, Champions League, 

Premiership, Football League, League Cup, 

Italian Football 

1997-1999 Commentator - Eurosport 1998 

FIFA World Cup – principal commentator 

including France v Brazil final International 

matches, African Cup of Nations, World 

Youth Championships, FIFA Women’s World 

Cup, Champions League, UEFA Cup 

Sports Editor – Metro Radio 

1995-1997 Sports Editor – Minster FM / Sun 

FM 

1993-1995 Commentator / reporter – BBC 

Radio York 

Over the past decade Guy has established 

himself as one of the leading football 

commentators on British television. 

Recruited by the BBC in 2004, he has 

become a permanent fixture on Match of the 

Day, calling the action to millions of viewers 

every weekend. 

Guy’s career begun in his home city of York, 

working on a part-time basis for BBC local 

radio as a football and rugby league 

commentator.  From there a move to the 

independent sector and full-time radio work 

beckoned, with Guy eventually moving up to 

the North East of England to become the 

Sports Editor for Metro Radio. Here he was 

responsible for exclusive 90-minute 

commentary on all Sunderland AFC games, 

which Guy produced, presented and 

commentated as a full 4-hour show every 

match day. In 1999, his work was recognised 

with top honours in both the prestigious 

Sony & EMAP radio awards.   During this 

time, Guy’s television career had begun with 

work for Eurosport, commentating on all of 

the channel’s major football events. The 

highlight of this time was being chosen as 

principal commentator for the 1998 FIFA 

World Cup. On July 12th of that year Guy 

became (we think!) at 26 the youngest ever 

television commentator of the World Cup 

final, an achievement recognised by the Royal 

Television Society the following year, who 

named him Best Newcomer in TV sport. 

  ITV then secured Guy’s services for his first 

exposure on national network television, 

beginning a 5 year spell that took him to 3 

major football tournaments and to every 

corner of Europe covering the UEFA 

Champions League.   With the BBC regaining 

the rights to screen Premiership highlights 

from 2004, another move was in the offing, 

and Guy crossed channels to become an 

integral and well-known member of the 

Match of the Day team.  In addition to his 

television and radio work, Guy has put his 

voice to many commercials, video and DVD 

productions, and computer / console sports 
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games.  Away from commentating, he is a 

keen cricketer and golfer – currently 

attempting to hack a few shots off a handicap 

of 17. 

 

 

Steve Wilson 

 

Steve has been an integral part of the Match 

of the Day team since joining BBC TV in 2002 

and, after John Motson, is the programme's 

longest-serving commentator. During this 

time he has also commentated on the World 

Cups of 2002, 2006 and 2010, the European 

Championships of 2004 and 2008, the African 

Cup of Nations of 2002, 2004and 2010 and 

the World Club Championship in 2005. He 

will be part of BBC TV's team covering the 

London Olympics in 2012 and the European 

Championships in Poland and Ukraine.  

 

Steve started his career when he joined 

Capital Radio in 1990. Whilst there he 

covered the 1994 World Cup in the USA and 

the European Championships and Atlanta 

Olympics in 1996. He was a major part of the 

Capital team which won the Sony Radio Gold 

Award and the New York Radio Awards gold 

medal for best sports programming. From 

1997 to 1998 Steve worked as a freelance for 

Sky Sports on Goals on Sunday and as the host 

voice for ESPN’s Sportscentre International. In 

1998 he was recruited by BBC Sport to 

become a regular football commentator on 

Radio Five Live where he worked on the 

European Championships of 2000 as well as 

Champions League and FA Cup Finals.  

 

Steve has also commentated on Cup 

Winners Cup Finals, League Cup Finals, the 

Scottish FA Cup Final and dozens of England 

internationals. He has covered four World 

Cups, four European Championships and 

three African Nations Cups. He rates his TV 

commentaries on the World Cup semi-finals 

of 2002 and 2006 as career highlights 

together with the quarter-final between 

Argentina and Germany during South Africa 

2010.  

 

Steve is a regular contributor to the BBC's 

website, writing a weekly blog during the 

football season. The 2011/12 season is his 

22nd as a commentator on radio and 

television. 

 

Gabby Logan 

 

A key member of the BBC’s presentation 

team for the London 2012 Olympics, Gabby 

also presents Final Score, Inside Sport, the 

Six Nations and the Autumn Rugby 

Internationals for BBC One. She hosted a live 

daily show on Channel 5, LIVE with Gabby 

Logan and also the FIFA 2011 Women’s 

World Cup for BBC Three, Match of the 

Day, the One Show and was in South Africa 

in 2010 reporting on the England team for 

the FIFA 2010 World Cup. 

 

A former international gymnast, Gabby began 

her broadcasting career in radio in 1992 and 

joined Sky Sports in 1996, where she quickly 

established herself as a football presenter. 

First joining ITV in 1998 to front On The 

Ball, during her nine years at the channel 

Gabby’s repertoire expanded and her 

presenting credits include the World Cup, 

Champions League and the Premiership, as 

well as the Boat Race and sports news 

reporting. In 2004 she co-hosted Sport Relief 

with Gary Lineker for the BBC, before 

joining the corporation in 2007. 

 

Following various stints on the station, Gabby 

began presenting a regular weekly Sunday 
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morning show on BBC Radio 5 Live in 

February 2008. From January 2010 to April 

2011 she presented The Gabby Logan Show 

weekdays from 12pm – 2pm, which covered 

news and sport from across the UK as well 

as comprehensive analysis of Prime Minister's 

Questions every Wednesday. 

 

She is a columnist for The Times and has 

previously written for the Sunday Mirror, 

Independent and Yorkshire Post. 

 

Colin Murray 

 

Colin Murray will be part of the Euro 2012 

presentation team from Poland and the 

Ukraine  

  

In a busy summer he will also be a key part of 

Radio 5 live’s broadcast team at the London 

2012 Olympics, presenting daily from 2-

6.30pm  every day with Peter Allen. 

His show Colin Murray’s Gold Run, in which 

Colin attempts to track down and interview 

every living British Gold Medal winner, starts 

on 5 live on Sunday May 27th at 11am, 

carrying on every Sunday up to the Olympics.  

Three time SONY Gold award winner Colin 

Murray is a familiar voice on radio and face 

on TV. He hosts Fighting Talk on Saturday 

mornings and Kicking Off with Colin Murray on 

Friday nights on 5 live during the football 

season.  Colin’s career started in radio in his 

native Northern Ireland before he joined 

forces on Radio 1 with Edith Bowman, he 

latterly hosted his own evening music show 

on the station.  He currently presents Match 

of the Day 2 on BBC Two throughout the 

football season.   

 

 

Simon Brotherton 

 

After starting his commentary career whilst 

still at school, Simon is now a principle 

commentator for both Match of the Day and 

Radio 5 live. He has also commentated 

across a range of sports including Tour de 

France, F1,  Boxing, Athletics and Baseball. 

 

The 2012 European Championships will be 

Simon’s fifth continental tournament. 

 

Mark Bright 

 

‘Brighty’ has been a BBC football pundit for 

many years now. He made his name as part 

of the famous Wright (Ian) and Bright strike 

partnership at Crystal Palace.  The two 

forwards helped fire the Eagles to the top 

flight in the late 1980s and to the 1990 FA 

Cup final, which Palace lost to Manchester 

United. He was subsequently sold to Sheffield 

Wednesday and played for the Owls in both 

the FA Cup and League Cup finals in 1993, 

but on both occasions they were beaten by 

Arsenal.  

  

David James 

James is second-only to Ryan Giggs in all-time 

Premier League appearance list. He made his 

name at Watford but moved to Liverpool for 

£1.25m in 1992. He has also played for Aston 

Villa, West Ham United, Manchester City, 

Portsmouth and current club Bristol City. 

 James won the League Cup with Liverpool in 

1995 and tasted FA Cup glory with 

Portsmouth in 2008.  

  

The 41-year-old goalkeeper won 53 England 

caps between 1997 and 2010. He played at 

both the 2004 European Championship and 

2010 World Cup finals.  

  

 

Robbie Savage 
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Savage began his career with Manchester 

United and played in the same 1992 FA 

Youth Cup winning team as David Beckham, 

Gary Neville and Nicky Butt. He moved on 

to Crewe before joining Martin O’Neill’s 

Leicester City in 1997, where his tenacious 

tackling and will to win quickly made him 

stand out from the crowd. Savage, who also 

played for Birmingham, Blackburn Rovers and 

Derby County, was a League Cup winner 

with Leicester in 2000.  

  

The 37-year-old won 39 caps for Wales 

between 1995 and 2004. He famously 

swapped his football boots for his dancing 

shoes last year during an unforgettable stint 

on Strictly Come Dancing following his 

retirement.  

  

Robbie is now a regular summariser for 5 live  

and presenter of phone in show 606.  

 

 

 

 

 

Martin Keown 

 

Keown made a reputation for himself as a 

no-nonsense centre-back, but one who 

flourished under the management of Arsene 

Wenger at Arsenal. He was part was part of 

the Gunners’ ‘double’ winning sides of 

1997/98 and 2001/2002, won the FA Cup in 

2003 and made his final appearance for the 

club at the end of their ‘invincible’ season of 

2003/04. He also played for Aston Villa, 

Everton, Leicester City and Reading. 

  

Keown won 43 England caps between 1992 

and 2002.  His international debut came in a 

2-0 friendly win against France in 1992; the 

same game as Alan Shearer. He went on to 

appear for his country at the 1992 and 2000 

European Championships. 

 

 

Damian Johnson 

 

Damian began his broadcasting career in 

1986 on commercial radio in Sheffield. He 

joined the BBC in 1989 as a television 

producer working for Look North in Leeds. 

He currently works as a reporter Football 

Focus as well as presenting the sports news 

on Look North for East Yorkshire and 

Lincolnshire.  

Having already covered Euro 2004, two 

World Cups and four Africa Cup of Nations, 

in 2010 Damian was part of the BBC’s TV 

team for the South Africa World Cup, 

presenting a series of magazine style mini-

documentaries and interviews before and 

after matches.  

 

Clarence Seedorf 

 

AC Milan midfielder Clarence Seedorf is one 

of the most decorated players in the 

European game. The Dutchman has played 

for some of the biggest clubs on the 

continent, and is unique in having won the 

UEFA Champions League with three different 

sides – Ajax, Real Madrid and AC Milan 

(twice). 

  

Seedorf won 87 caps for the Netherlands, 

playing at Euro 1996, Euro 2000 and Euro 

2004. He also helped the Dutch to finish 

third at the 1998 World Cup. The 36-year-

old was part of the BBC team at the 2010 

World Cup, and has also made occasional 

appearance on Match of the Day 2. 

  

Jürgen Klinsmann 
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Jürgen Klinsmann was a key part of the 

Germany side that won Euro ’96 at 

Wembley, having also led the line for West 

Germany when they lifted the World Cup in 

1990. The striker had spells with Bayern 

Munich, Inter Milan, Monaco and Stuttgart, 

but will best remembered by English fans for 

his two successful spells with Tottenham, 

where he proved a real fans’ favourite.  

  

Since retiring from playing he has embarked 

on a successful coaching career; he led 

Germany to third place at the 2006 World 

Cup, and is the current coach of the USA. 

 Klinsmann, who made over 100 international 

appearances, was part of the BBC team at 

the 2010 World Cup. 

  

 

 

Niall Quinn  

 

Former Republic of Ireland international Niall 

Quinn was part of the Irish squad in their 

only previous European Championship 

campaign, playing in their famous 1-0 win 

against England in Stuttgart in 1988. He also 

played at the 1990 World Cup, scoring in a 

draw with the Dutch. And Quinn was a key 

figure the last time Ireland contested a major 

tournament, helping Mick McCarthy’s side 

reach the last 16 at the 2002 World Cup, 

where they were cruelly beaten on penalties 

by Spain. 

  

Quinn played at club level for Arsenal, 

Manchester City and Sunderland. He was 

later appointed chairman at Sunderland, 

before eventually leaving the club earlier this 

year. 

  

Mike Ingham MBE 

 

Mike Ingham MBE is BBC Radio 5 live’s 

Chief  Football Correspondent. He is a key 

part of the station’s commentary team 

throughout the Premier League season and 

will be one of their lead commentators at 

Euro 2012. A major presence at World Cups 

and European Championships throughout the 

last 20 years he is about to commentate on 

his 14th major tournament and 7th European 

Championship. He has witnessed 13 penalty 

shoot outs. 

Mike names his favourite tournaments in 

order of preference as Italia 90, Euro 96 and 

USA '94  

Mike started his career at BBC Radio Derby, 

and he joined the BBC Radio Sport team  30 

years ago. Mike presented Sport On 2 on 

Radio 2 before becoming a football 

commentator in 1984. 

Mike also occasionally presented Andy 

Peebles’ show on Radio 1 in the early 

Eighties, and is a keen record collector and 

music fan. 

Born in Cheshire in 1950, Mike now lives 

with wife Lorna in Buckinghamshire with 

their family. He was honoured for his 

services to broadcasting in 2010 with the 

MBE  

 

 

 

 

Pat Nevin 

 

Pat Nevin is a key part of Radio 5 live’s 

European Championship commentary team 

broadcasting from Poland and the Ukraine, 

and has been a co commentator throughout 

the 20011/12 football season. He is also a co-

presenter of Kicking off with Colin Murray on 

Friday evenings.  
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Pat enjoyed a 20-year career including 

periods at Clyde, Everton, Tranmere Rovers, 

Kilmarnock and Motherwell as a winger and 

most famously for Chelsea where he gained 

legendary status as a tricky inventive winger.  

Known as an intelligent and individual 

performer with interests and musical tastes 

outside that of the average footballer’s, Pat 

was immortalised as the games first ‘Indie’ 

footballer and graced the cover of NME 

magazine. Last year he was a pennelist  on a 

Fighting Talk musical special versus Radio  6 

Music.  

Nevin won 28 caps for the Scottish national 

side, making his debut against Romania in 

1986. He scored five goals in a ten-year 

international career and played at the 

European Championships in Sweden in 1992. 

 

 

Graham Taylor OBE 

 

Former England manager Graham Taylor is a 

hugely respected figure in football. He is a 

regular voice on Radio 5 live’s football 

commentary throughout the season and will 

be a key part of Radio 5 live’s commentary 

team for the 2012 European Championships, 

a role he also undertook in 2008.   

 

Born in Worksop in 1944 he for Grimsby 

Town and to Lincoln City before becoming 

the youngest person to qualify as an FA 

coach at just 21 years of age.  At 28 Graham 

become the youngest manager in the league 

at Lincoln City, who he led to a record 

breaking Division 4 Championship campaign.   

 

After five years at Lincoln, he left to take 

over at Watford, who were then also in 

Division 4. 

Inspired by Taylor’s talent and Elton John’s 

cash, Watford rapidly won promotion to 

Division 1 in just five years, reaching the 

UEFA Cup in 1983 and the FA Cup final in 

1984. 

 

In 1987 he joined recently relegated Aston 

Villa, taking them back to the top flight at his 

first attempt and quickly earning European 

football. After the 1990 World Cup he was 

the natural choice to succeed Bobby Robson 

as England manager, but after just one defeat 

in his first 23 games the team had a poor 

Euro 92 and then famously failed to qualify 

for the 1994 World Cup.  

 

After a spell at Wolves Graham returned to 

Watford, winning a Premiership place for the 

club which they couldn’t consolidate. But 

Graham’s prudent management of the club 

meant that relegation wasn’t the financial 

disaster it can often be and he left Watford in 

a healthy state when he decided to retire. 

 

He subsequently re-joined Aston Villa first as 

a Non-Executive Director and as Manager in 

February 2002 retiring again from football 

management the following year. 

 

Graham was awarded the OBE for services 

to football in 2002; the Football Writers’ 

Association Tribute Award for outstanding 

contribution to the national game in 2002; 

and was inducted into the Football 

Association Hall of Fame in 2002. 

 

 

 

 

Chris Waddle 

 

Chris Waddle, a former England International 

with 62 caps to his name, is a popular and 

insightful voice on football. He brings huge 

experience of the game from a stellar career 
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at a number of clubs including Newcastle, 

Spurs, Marseille and Sheffield Wednesday. He 

will be a key  voice in the Radio 5 live’s 

commentary team for the 2012 European 

Championships.  

 

Chris’s silky skills illuminated the game for 

many years, and he was an exciting and classy 

winger.  

 

He clocked up almost 600 appearances in a 

20-year professional career and his 

experience makes him one of the most 

enlightened pundits at this year’s tournament. 

 

Chris was part of Radio 5 live’s 2002, 2006 

and 2010 World Cup commentary team 

offering an opinionated and always interesting 

take on England’s campaigns. 

 

 

John Murray  

 

John has been a member of BBC Radio 5 

live’s football commentary team since 1997 

and will be a key voice for the European 

Championships in Poland and Ukraine in 

2012  

 

He began his BBC regional radio career in 

Cleveland and has a wealth of experience of 

major tournaments including the 1998, 2002 

2006 and 2010 World Cups, Euro 2000 

where he covered one of the most exciting 

ever international games when Spain scored 

twice in stoppage time to beat Yugoslavia 4-

3.  

 

John also commentated at the Euros in 2008, 

and has been a member of 5 live’s golf 

commentary team at The Open and Ryder 

Cup. 

 

 

Conor McNamara  

 

Conor McNamara has been commentating 

on football for BBC Sport for over a decade. 

He occasionally commentates for Match of 

the Day on BBC Television, but mainly for 

BBC Radio 5 Live. 

  

Euro 2012 will be his 6th Major 

Championship Finals. However, this is the 

first time his native Republic of Ireland have 

qualified for a Finals that he is working at. 

Conor will be commentating on all of the 

Republic of Ireland’s games. 

 

Outside of the football season Conor can be 

heard commentating on rugby union and golf 

for BBC Sport. 

 

 

Alan Green 

 

Alan Green is one of Radio 5 live’s top 

football commentators; he also presents the 

nation's biggest football phone in 606 

throughout the football season. A winner of 

the Sony Awards Sports Broadcaster of the 

Year, Alan was inducted into the Radio 

Academy Hall of fame in 2007.  

Born in Belfast in 1952, Alan attended 

Methodist College in his home town before 

achieving an honours degree in Modern 

History from Queen’s University.  

After leaving university he worked for his 

local newspaper until he moved to the BBC 

in 1975, as a News Trainee.  

Alan began his career in news, presenting 

current affairs on radio in Northern Ireland 

before joining BBC Radio’s Sport department 

as a senior sports broadcaster.  
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Alan has commentated on every major 

football tournament of the last 20 years 

including the 1990, 1994 1998 2002 and 2006 

and 2010 World Cups, the European 

Championships in 1988, 1992, 1996, 2000, 

2004 and 2008 and will be a key part of 5 

live’s commentary at the European 

Championships in Poland and the Ukraine.  

Best known for his uncompromising football 

commentary, he has also commentated also 

commentates on rowing including notable 

commentaries form the Olympics and golf. 

Alan lists "time off" as a current hobby.  

 

Kevin Kilbane  

 

Kevin Kilbane has had a hugely successful 

international football career achieving 

membership of the so -called “FIFA century 

club” with 110 caps for his country. This is 

the third highest number of caps for the Irish 

national team after Shay Given and Robbie 

Keane.  

Kevin played in the 2002 World Cup in Japan 

and South Korea, where Ireland got to the 

knockout stage, and helped Ireland qualify for 

UEFA Euro 2012. 

Kevin has enjoyed had a varied career in 

English football playing for several English 

clubs, including Everton, West Bromwich 

Albion, Sunderland, Wigan Athletic, 

Huddersfield Town Derby County and Hull 

City.  

 

 

 

Ian Dennis  

 

Ian Dennis is Radio 5 live’s Chief Football 

Reporter. He grew up in West Yorkshire and 

began working in radio gaining experience as 

an unpaid reporter at BBC Radio York. In 

1989 he began his professional career in local 

independent radio, and returned to the BBC 

in 1995 to work for BBC Radio Cleveland, 

BBC Radio Leeds and BBC Radio Newcastle. 

In 1998 he began commentating on Leeds 

United games for BBC Radio Leeds alongside 

Norman Hunter. In 2002 he left Radio Leeds 

to work as a football commentator for Radio 

5 Live, for which he has covered the 2004 

and 2008 European Championships and the 

2006 and 2010 World Cups.   

 

 

Darren Fletcher. 

Darren Fletcher is part of Radio 5 live 

commentary team at the European 

Championships 2012. Darren can be heard 

regularly on 5 live presenting on 5 live sport 

and on the nation’s biggest football phone-in 

show 606 along with his close friend Robbie 

Savage. 

He has also commentated on the NFL Super 

Bowl. 

 

 

Alastair Bruce-Ball 

 

Alistair Bruce Ball is a regular voice across 

many sports on Radio 5 live and a key 

member of the commentary team at Euro 

2012. He has also commentated on Test 

Match Special as well as golf, including a 

Ryder Cup documentary.  

 

 

Danny Mills  

 

Former England international footballer 

Danny Mills will form part of BBC Radio 5 

live’s commentary team for the European 

Championships 2012 in Poland and the 

Ukraine. 

Danny started his professional career at his 

hometown club Norwich City coming 
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through their youth system. He moved to 

Charlton Athletic in 1998 and helped them 

win promotion to the Premier League via the 

play-offs, playing in their dramatic win over 

Sunderland in the play off final, winning 7-6 

on penalties after a 4-4 draw. 

In 1999, Mills signed for Leeds United in a 

£4.1 million move and became an important 

part of the successful Leeds side of the early 

2000s making the semi finals of the UEFA 

Cup in his first season and his Champions 

League debut at the Nou Camp and helping 

Leeds reach the 2000/01 Champions League 

Semi-Final. 

Danny was a member of Sven-Goran 

Eriksson’s World Cup squad of 2002 and 

played in all of  England’s matches including 

the quarter final match against Brazil. He 

made a total of 19 appearances for the 

national side. 

Danny signed for Manchester City in 2004 

following Leeds relegation from the Premier 

League, although that season he was on loan 

at Middlesbrough winning the Carling 

Cup, and played for City for two years until 

breaking a leg. Then went on to have loan 

spells at Hull, Charlton and Derby where a 

knee injury cut his career short. 

Danny has been an expert summariser for 

BBC Radio 5 live’s football commentary for 

the last eight years. 
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