
 
Eighteenth Century Britain: Majesty, Music and Mischief  will feature complementary programming on 

BBC Radio 3, including live events designed to delve into the music, culture and society of eighteenth 

century Britain.  

 

The season begins with a special live edition of In Tune presented by Suzy Klein. As part of Radio 3’s 

continuing partnership with the National Trust, the programme comes live from Kedleston Hall in 

Derbyshire, a classic example of 18th Century British architecture. Suzy will be joined by Christian Curnyn 

and players from the Early Opera Company, performing music from the period and exploring the history 

of the house (Thursday 10 April). Each day throughout the season, Sean Rafferty will be in discussion 

with Desmond Shawe-Taylor, Surveyor of the Queen’s Picures, as they examine an eighteenth century 

‘Object of the Day’ from the Royal Collection Trust exhibition  First Georgians: Art & Monarchy 1714-

1760.  These will include The Musical Tea Party (1740) by Marcellus Laroon The Younger, a bust of 

George Frideric Handel (1739) by Louis–François Roubiliac and a two-manual harpsichord (1740) by 

Burkat Shudi. Each ‘Object of the Day’ feature will be available to download at bbc.co.uk/radio3. 

The Burkat Shudi harpsichord also features in The Early Music Show (Sunday 13 April), in a recital from 

The Queen’s Gallery, Buckingham Palace.  Carole Cerasi performs a recital including works by Handel, 

created in partnership with Royal Collection Trust. In the following Sunday’s edition  (Sunday 20 April) 

Lucie Skeaping celebrates the genius of William Hogarth – one of the greatest British painters and 

satirists – whose output contains many musical references, including an engraving which depicts a 

burlesque of John Gay’s “The Beggar’s Opera”.  Later in the season Lucie profiles the German composer 

Carl Friedrich Abel – who settled in London in the 1760s and along with JS Bach’s son Johann Christian, 

co-founded England’s first series of subscription concerts (Sunday 27 April).  

 

In a special edition of Free Thinking (Thursday 10 April), Philip Dodd explores London as the centre of 

the world then and now: financial bubbles bursting, and the lust for consumption, whether of bodies or 

bodices.    

 

BBC Business Correspondent Peter Day looks at Handel's extraordinary success on the stock market in 

the Sunday Feature: Liquid Assets – Handel’s Finances (Sunday 13 April).  Handel speculated in the 

newly formed London stock market. Strikingly, he put money into South Sea stock in 1716 when prices 

were low and had sold up by 1720 when the South Sea credit bubble burst in one of the great financial 

cataclysms in fiscal history. Many others lost fortunes, including Sir Isaac Newton, warden of the Royal 

Mint, but Handel's investments just grew and grew...  

 

There’ll be another chance to hear Radio 3’s most recent production of George Farquhar's popular 

comedy, The Recruiting officer (Sunday 13 April).  It enjoyed enormous success and popular acclaim; 



during the 18th century, and was produced more often than any other play, outstrippi ng its nearest rival, 

Hamlet, by a wide margin. 

 

Suzy Klein will explore ‘Georgian Pleasures’ every day on Essential Classics (Monday 14 April – Friday 18 

April) with harpsichordist, conductor and founder of the Early Opera Company Christian Curnyn.  Their  

conversation will give listeners an opportunity to hear more about pieces which appear in Suzy Klein’s 

television programmes 'The Music That Made Britain - Patriotism, Pleasure and Perfection in the 18th 

century' on BBC FOUR. 

 

Historians Amanda Vickery and Lucy Worsley will be at the helm on Saturday Classics (starting Saturday 

April 12); Amanda will choose some of her favourite music, while Lucy introduces music connected with 

the Queen Consorts of Georges I, II and III. 

 

On CD Review (Saturday 19 April) Andrew McGregor hosts a Radio 3 version of “The Reunion” when he 

revisits an iconic recording of Handel’s “The Messiah”.  This was the 1754 version which Handel 

performed as a fundraiser for the Foundling Hospital, and a different version from the one we w ere used 

to hearing when Christopher Hogwood recorded it in 1982.  In this ground-breaking and award-winning 

recording, a slimmed down Academy of Ancient Music was joined by a a distinguished line-up of 

soloists; Christopher Hogwood and Dame Emma Kirkby wi ll be in the studio to recall their memories. 

 

Each morning on Radio 3 Breakfast (Monday 14 April – Sunday 4 May) listeners will be asked to suggest 

their favourite pieces for a daily “Handel at half eight” slot, and continuing their “Best of British” them e 

for 2014, listeners will also be asked to suggest some lesser known “Georgian Gems”.  

 

In Composer of the Week (starting Monday 14 April for three weeks) Donald Macleod will feature three 

of the most prominent composers of the era: Thomas Arne - best known for his rousing patriotic 

compositions “Rule Britannia!” and his own version of “God Save The King” which we still use today as 

our national anthem; George Frideric Handel  - arguably the figurehead of eighteenth century British 

music; and Johann Christian Bach, known as “the London Bach”, who influenced the concerto style of 

Mozart.  

 

Through the Night (19th/20th April) includes a complete performance of Handel’s “Messiah” recorded at 

Copenhagen’s Danish Radio Concert Hall, in December 2013.  Marcus Creed conducts the Danish 

National Vocal Ensemble and Danish National Chamber Orchestra, with soloists Sine Bundgaard, Alex 

Potter, David Danholt and Havard Stensvold. 

Matthew Sweet looks at the music from films set in the 18th Century in Sound of Cinema (Saturday 26 

April), with scores from movies such as “Dangerous Liaisons”, “Cock & Bull Story” and “Farinelli”.  

 

In The Essay (Monday 28 April – Friday 2 May) five notable 18th century figures will be reassessed by 

those who live and work with their legacy today; and in the Sunday Feature: Educating Isaac (Sunday 27 

April) Nick Baragwanath explores the meritocratic, but rigorous conservatoire training of eighteenth-



century Naples, which turned abandoned, impoverished children into famous artists. Their experience 

stands witness to the egalitarian ideals of the enlightenment. 250 years later Baragwanath is raising his 

3 year old son, Isaac, in the Neapolitan way and visits today's Italian education system to compare 

modern-day and 18th Century ideas about music education… 

 

For more information contact Madeleine Castell – madeleine.castell@bbc.co.uk / 020 361 43888 
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