
The Music Hall 
Aberdeen



A very warm welcome to the BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra’s 
2015/16 concert season in the glorious Music Hall. Over the years 
that the BBC SSO has been performing in this wonderful venue, 
there have been numerous extraordinary and unforgettable concerts  
covering a vast range of repertoire. Many of those have of course 
been led by Chief Conductor Donald Runnicles. In this new season –  
which will be the last for Donald in his current role – he will conduct  
two programmes of music by two of the composers closest to his  
heart: Beethoven and Mahler. Donald will remain a key figure in the  
musical life of the BBC SSO and Scotland as he assumes his new role  
of Conductor Emeritus from 2016. We look forward to bringing him  
back to the Music Hall in future years following its much anticipated 
refurbishment. 

As a result of the planned closure in Spring 2016, our season this 
year is one concert less than normal. Of course we couldn’t possibly 
miss our annual festive celebration on Friday 18 December and, on 
either side of Christmas, we bring some of the greatest music ever 
written, by composers including Mozart, Schumann and Mussorgsky.

On behalf of everyone at the BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra,  
I hope you have a wonderful time with us.

Gavin Reid Director BBC SSO  
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Friday 25 September 2015, 7.30pm

Glazunov Violin Concerto (c.20 mins)

Mahler Symphony No.10 (c.84 mins) 
performing version reconstructed by Deryck Cooke 

James Ehnes violin

Donald Runnicles conductor

It was the artistic equivalent of the raising of the Titanic. When  
musicologist Deryck Cooke completed Mahler’s unfinished 
final symphony, he uncovered a lost masterpiece filled with 
puzzles and allusions; a work where cries of love and cries 
of pain finally resolve in music of shattering honesty and 
heart-breaking beauty. This is music that explores the great 
questions of life; and as Donald Runnicles guides us to the 
heart of Mahler’s final musical testament, there’s no more 
powerful way to open our new season. The songful violin 
concerto by “Russian Mendelssohn” Alexander Glazunov  
forms the brightest of contrasts, and with the glorious tone 
of James Ehnes, it’ll sparkle like new.

Donald Runnicles
Chief Conductor

Ilan Volkov
Principal Guest Conductor

Matthias Pintscher 
Artist-in-Association 

Laura Samuel
Leader

Thomas Dausgaard
Chief Conductor-Designate

OPENING NIGHT: 
MAHLER 10

WELcOME  
TO THE BBc ScOTTISH SyMPHONy 

ORcHESTRA’S 2015/16 SEASON

With the exception of Christmas Classics, which will be  

recorded for broadcast on BBC Radio Scotland, all 

concerts are scheduled to be recorded for future 

transmission on BBC Radio 3. 

BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra

BBC Scotland

City Halls, Candleriggs

Glasgow G1 1NQ

Email: bbcsso@bbc.co.uk

bbc.co.uk/bbcsso

facebook.com/bbcsso

twitter.com/bbcsso

youtube.com/bbcsso

instagram.com/bbcsso
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Friday 6 November, 7.30pm   

Mozart Symphony No.29, K.201 (c.27 mins)

Haydn Piano Concerto in D (c.21 mins)

Schumann Symphony No.2 (c.36 mins)

Ronald Brautigam piano  

Markus Stenz conductor

Symphonies didn’t really come naturally to Robert Schumann,  
but love-songs did - and with its quiet poetry, joyous sunbursts  
and coded messages to his beloved Clara, his Second Symphony  
might just be the best he ever wrote. It’s the exuberantly 
happy ending to a concert that begins with Mozart’s joyous 
twenty-ninth symphony while Ronald Brautigam brings all his  
brilliance, style and wit to Joseph “Papa” Haydn’s perfectly-
cut little jewel of a piano concerto. Guest conductor Markus  
Stenz and the BBC SSO bring pure sunshine to a November  
night.

ScHUMANN’S 
SEcOND SyMPHONy

Friday 18 December, 7.30pm

Jamie MacDougall singer and presenter

Richard Balcombe conductor

For its much-loved festive special, the orchestra brings a fine  
selection of Christmas music including carols for all the family,  
favourite works by Handel, Tchaikovsky, Malcolm Arnold, 
Irving Berlin – and many more! Once again tenor and BBC 
Radio Scotland presenter Jamie MacDougall holds the whole  
affair together with wit and panache.

cHRISTMAS  
cLASSIcS 

Image: Jamie MacDougall 

Press and Journal

Images: Ronald Brautigam by Marco Borggreve  

Markus Stenz by Molina Visuals 

“If you are looking for a way to  
warm the cockles of your heart on a 
cold winter’s night, the BBc Scottish 
Symphony Orchestra is the perfect  
way to spend an evening.”
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Friday 12 February 2016, 7.30pm   

Glinka Valse fantaisie (c.7mins)

Shostakovich Violin Concerto No.1 (c.40 mins)

Mussorgsky (orch. Ravel)  

Pictures from an Exhibition (c.35 mins)

Boris Brovtsyn violin

Alexander Vedernikov conductor

Glinka and Mussorgsky made Russian music glitter with the  
colours of a Fabergé egg; a century later in the Soviet Union,  
Dmitri Shostakovich is said to have lamented a life turned 
grey. But there are few more gripping documents of that 
life than his First Violin Concerto; a brooding political thriller  
of a piece, with a core of raw emotion. The award-winning  
Moscow-born violinist Boris Brovtsyn grew up immersed in its  
world; as the former music director of the Bolshoi, meanwhile,  
Alexander Vedernikov, is perfectly placed to bring out all the  
drama, the spectacle, and the undercurrent of passion in both  
Glinka’s ballroom romance and Mussorgsky’s fantastic musical  
picture gallery.

MUSSORGSKy’S ‘PIcTURES FROM  
AN EXHIBITION’

Friday 11 March, 7.30pm   

Debussy Prélude à l’après-midi  
d’un faune (c.9 mins)

Mozart Piano Concerto No.24, K.491 (c.31 mins)

Beethoven Symphony No.6 ‘Pastoral’ (c.46 mins)

Christian Blackshaw piano  

Donald Runnicles conductor

Mozart’s dramatic Piano Concerto No.24, played here by 
British pianist and Mozart specialist Christian Blackshaw, is 
an ideal companion-piece for Beethoven’s much-loved (and  
deceptively relaxed) ‘Pastoral’ symphony. To open the evening,  
the quiet revolution of Debussy’s sensuous Prélude à l’après-
midi d’un faune.

RUNNIcLES cONDUcTS  
THE ‘PASTORAL’ SyMPHONy

Image: Donald Runnicles by Simon PaulyImages: Boris Brovtsyn 

Alexander Vedernikov 
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SAVE 25%  
WITH AN ABERDEEN  
SEASON TIcKET
WHY BOOK A SEASON TICKET?

| Save Money: booking 4 or 5 concerts means that  
 you can save 25% across the Season. 

| Advance book the seats you want, guaranteeing you  
 your preferred view at the best price. Exclusive Season  
 Ticket booking opens on Friday 13 March 2015.

| Plan your year of music in one simple booking.  
 It’s a great way to get those dates in your diary now  
 and to make sure you never miss a concert.

| Season Ticket Discounts are also available for senior  
 citizens and the registered unemployed.  
 Proof of status required.

HOW TO BOOK A SEASON TICKET

Simply decide which concerts you would like to book: 
a 4-concert series (excluding Christmas Classics) or a 
5-concert package and indicate where you would like to sit.

Then fill in the form, cut off and return to the Aberdeen 
Box office using the address provided. 

Priority Booking: Season Ticket Priority Booking is by  
post only and runs until Wednesday 15 April 2015.

5 CONCERT SEASON TICKET 

(Saving 25%)

 £80.60 (saving £26.90)    
 £71.25 (saving £23.75)    
 £54.35 (saving £18.15)     
 £41.25 (saving £13.75) 

4 CONCERT SEASON TICKET 

(Saving 25%)

 £64.48 (saving £21.52)    
 £57.00 (saving £19.00)    
 £43.48 (saving £14.52)    
 £33.00 (saving £11.00)

DISCOUNTED SEASON TICKET 

(Areas III and IV only)

5 Concerts: £39.00    
4 Concerts: £32.00

Available to over 60s and registered Unemployed.  
Proof of status required.
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PAYMENT PLEASE COMPLETE IN BLOCK CAPITALS 
Please send completed form to: Aberdeen Box Office, Union Street, Aberdeen AB10 1QS 

(please note: a £1.00 handling charge will be added if tickets are posted out)

BALCONY STALLS

[    ] I enclose a cheque (made payable to ‘ABERDEEN PERFORMING ARTS’)

[    ] I authorise you to debit my credit/debit card

Name 

Address

Postcode

Mobile*

Telephone*

E-mail

Subscription Series please tick box for preferred series
[    ] 4-concert series (excluding the Christmas concert)
[    ] 5-concert series

Please mark preferred position with a cross on the seating plan above

PRICE AREA NO. OF SERIES TICKETS COST PER SERIES TOTAL COST

START DATE EXPIRY DATE

We would like to send you information about other BBC SSO concerts and events. To allow us 
to do that, please tick this box to have your name and address added to the BBC SSO mailing-list.

I authorise you to debit my credit/debit card  (please delete as appropriate)
VISA DEBIT / VISA CREDIT / MASTERCARD DEBIT / MASTERCARD CREDIT / MAESTRO / ELECTRON

SIGNATURE

CARD NO.

ISSUE NO.
(if relevant)

*Please note: a contact telephone number is 
essential when booking by credit/debit card

All the concerts in this series are 
promoted in association with 
the Music Hall.

✃



HOW TO BOOK

BOX OFFICE

Aberdeen Box Office 
Union Street, Aberdeen  
AB10 1QS

Box Office opening hours: 
Mon – Sat 9.30am – 6.00pm 
(and from 6.30pm on concert nights)

Tel: 01224-641122

Single tickets can be booked online at:  
www.aberdeenperformingarts.com

Customers’ personal details are held in accordance with the terms and conditions of the Data Protection Act 1998. If consent is given at the time of ticket purchase, 
this information will be passed to the BBC SSO and may be used to contact you with information about forthcoming concerts or BBC events. These details will not be 

passed on to any third party. If you wish to have your name removed from the orchestra’s mailing-list please E-mail: bbcsso@bbc.co.uk or telephone: 0141-422 6728.  

All the information carried in this brochure was believed to be correct at the time of publishing. The BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra reserves the right to amend 
artists and programmes if necessary.

A large print, text-only version 
of this brochure is available,  
for a copy please telephone:  
0141-552 0909

Box Office: 01224-641 122  
or via bbc.co.uk/bbcsso

SINGLE TICKETS

 £21.50
 £19.00
 £14.50
 £11.00 

SINGLE TICKET DISCOUNTS

£6 Standby for Students and Unemployed 
Full time students and registered unemployed can book 
any unsold seats for £6, available from the Monday of the 
week of each concert. Proof of status required. 

£6 for Under 16s and School Pupils  
Children under the ages of 16 and all school pupils are  
entitled to any seat for £6.

Savings for over 60s. 
Patrons over 60 are entitled to £2 off any single concert 
ticket.

Special Group Rates   
Group rates are available for bookings of 10 or more.  
For details please telephone the Box Office (Mon – Fri).    

Single ticket booking opens on Friday 17 April 2015.
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Cover photography 
Donald Runnicles by John Wood
Design by d8.uk


