
2012 BBC Television Schedule 

 

All Live coverage in HD 

*All broadcast details subject to change 

 
Sunday 24-Jun-2012 

 

Time BBC2  
11:30 :  12:55 

 
Wimbledon: Review of 2011  

 

 

Monday 25-Jun-2012 

 

Time BBC1 + HD BBC2 + HD 
11:30 :  15:25    Wimbledon 

  
13:45 :  18:00 Wimbledon 

  
   

17:50 :  20:00    Wimbledon 

  
20:00 :  21:00    Today at Wimbledon 

  
 

 

 

Tuesday 26-Jun-2012 

 

Time BBC1 + HD BBC2 + HD 
11:30 :  15:25    Wimbledon 

  
13:45 :  18:00 Wimbledon 

  
   

17:50 :  20:00    Wimbledon 

  
20:00 :  21:00    Today at Wimbledon 

  
 

 

 

Wednesday 27-Jun-2012 

 

Time BBC1 + HD BBC2 + HD 
11.45 :  13:00 Wimbledon 

 
   

13:00 :  15:25    Wimbledon 

  
13:45 :  18:00 Wimbledon 

  
   

17:50 :  20:00    Wimbledon 

  
20:00 :  21:00    Today at Wimbledon 

  
 

 

 

Thursday 28-Jun-2012 

 

Time BBC1 + HD BBC2 + HD 
11:30 :  15:25    Wimbledon 

  
13:45 :  18:00 Wimbledon    



  
17:50 :  20:00    Wimbledon 

  
20:00 :  21:00    Today at Wimbledon 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 29-Jun-2012 

 

Time BBC1 + HD BBC2 + HD 
11:30 :  15:25    Wimbledon 

  
13:45 :  18:00 Wimbledon 

  
   

17:50 :  20:00    Wimbledon 

  
20:00 :  21:00    Today at Wimbledon 

  
 

Saturday 30-Jun-2012 

 

Time BBC1 + HD BBC2 + HD 
11:30 :  16:00    Wimbledon 

  
13.00 :  17:40 Wimbledon 

  
   

17:40 :  20:00    Wimbledon 

  
20:00 :  21:00    Today at Wimbledon 

  
 

 

Monday 02-Jul-2012 

 

Time BBC1 + HD BBC2 + HD 
11:30 :  15:25    Wimbledon 

  
13:45 :  18:00 Wimbledon 

  
   

17:50 :  20:00    Wimbledon 

  
20:00 :  21:00    Today at Wimbledon 

  
 

 

Tuesday 03-Jul-2012 

 

TimeSlot BBC1 + HD BBC2 + HD 
12:00 :  15:25    Wimbledon 

  
13:45 :  18:00 Wimbledon 

  
   

17:50 :  20:00    Wimbledon 

  
20:00 :  21:00    Today at Wimbledon 

  
 

 



Wednesday 04-Jul-2012 

 

Time BBC1 + HD BBC2 + HD 
12:15 :  15:25    Wimbledon 

  
13:45 :  18:00 Wimbledon 

  
   

17:50 :  20:00    Wimbledon 

  
20:00 :  21:00    Today at Wimbledon 

  
 

 

Thursday 05-Jul-2012 

 

Time BBC1 + HD BBC2 + HD 
12:30 :  15:25    Wimbledon 

  
13:45 :  18:00 Wimbledon 

  
   

17:50 :  20:00    Wimbledon 

  
20:00 :  21:00    Today at Wimbledon  

 
 

 

 

Friday 06-Jul-2012 

 

TimeSlot BBC1 + HD BBC2 + HD 
12:30 :  15:25    Wimbledon 

  
13:45 :  18:00 Wimbledon 

  
   

17:50 :  20:00    Wimbledon 

  
20:00 :  21:00    Today at Wimbledon 

  
 

 

Saturday 07-Jul-2012 

 

Time BBC1 + HD BBC2 + HD 
13:30 :  18:00 Wimbledon: Ladies' Final 

  
   

18:00 :  20:00    Wimbledon: Ladies' Doubles Final 

& Men's Doubles Final 
22:30 :  23:30    Today at Wimbledon 

  
 

 

Sunday 08-Jul-2012 

 

Time BBC1 + HD BBC2 + HD 
13:00 :  17:30 Wimbledon: Men's Final 

  
   

17:30 :  20:00    Wimbledon: Mixed Doubles Final  

 
22:30 :  23:30    Today at Wimbledon  

 

 

 



 

 

  
2012 Radio 5 live Wimbledon schedule  

 

Monday 25 June 

 

12.00pm-4.00pm - Wimbledon 

Richard Bacon presents with Clare Balding, Jonathan Overend and Pat Cash bringing live tennis 

coverage from day one of Wimbledon. 

 

4.00pm – 8.00pm - Wimbledon 

Shelagh Fogarty is joined by Clare Balding to continue tennis coverage from day one of Wimbledon, 

plus the day’s news and sport headlines. 

 

Tuesday 26 June 

 

12.00pm-4.00pm - Wimbledon 

Richard Bacon presents with Clare Balding, Jonathan Overend and Pat Cash with live tennis 

coverage from day two of Wimbledon. 

 

4.00pm-7.30pm - Wimbledon 

Shelagh Fogarty and Clare Balding continue tennis coverage from day two of 

  Wimbledon, plus the day’s news and sport headlines. 

 

7.30pm-8.30pm - Wimbledon: 6-Love-6 

John McEnroe takes listener calls on Wimbledon and the tennis action so far. 

 

Wednesday 27 June 

 

12.00pm-4.00pm - Wimbledon 

Richard Bacon presents with Clare Balding, Jonathan Overend and Pat Cash with live tennis 

coverage from day three of Wimbledon as the second round of matches get underway. 

 

4.00pm – 7.00pm - Wimbledon 

Shelagh Fogarty and Clare Balding continue tennis coverage from day three of Wimbledon, plus 

the day’s news and sport headlines. 

 

Thursday 28 June 

 

12.00pm-4.00pm - Wimbledon 

Richard Bacon presents with Clare Balding, Jonathan Overend and Pat Cash live tennis coverage 

from day four of Wimbledon, as the second round of matches continue. 

 

4.00pm – 7.00pm - Wimbledon 

Shelagh Fogarty and  Clare Balding continue tennis coverage from day four of Wimbledon, plus the 

day’s news and sport headlines. 

 

Friday 29 June 

 

12.00pm-4.00pm - Wimbledon 

Richard Bacon presents with Clare Balding, Jonathan Overend and Pat Cash bringing live tennis 

coverage from day five of Wimbledon, as the third round of matches get underway. 

 

4.00pm – 7.00pm - Wimbledon 

Shelagh Fogarty and  Clare Balding continue tennis coverage from day five of Wimbledon, plus the 

day’s news and sport headlines. 



 

Saturday 30 June 

 

12.00pm-8.00pm - 5 live sport  

Eleanor Oldroyd, Clare Balding Jonathan Overend and Pat Cash bring live third round tennis action 

from Wimbledon.   

 
Monday 2 July  

 

12.00pm-4.00pm - Wimbledon 

Richard Bacon presents with Clare Balding, Jonathan Overend and Pat Cash live tennis coverage of 

the fourth round from Wimbledon.  

 

4.00pm – 8.00pm - Wimbledon 

Shelagh Fogarty is joined by Clare Balding to continue tennis coverage from the fourth round of 

Wimbledon, plus the day’s news and sport headlines. 

 
Tuesday 3 July  

12.00pm-4.00pm - Wimbledon 

Richard Bacon presents with Clare Balding, Jonathan Overend and Pat Cash with live tennis 

coverage of the Ladies’ quarter finals from Wimbledon.  

 

4.00pm – 7.00pm - Wimbledon 

Shelagh Fogarty and Clare Balding continue coverage of the Ladies’ quarter finals plus the day’s 

news and sport headlines. 

 

Wednesday 4th July  

 

12.00pm-4.00pm - Wimbledon 

Richard Bacon presents with Clare Balding, Jonathan Overend and Pat Cash live tennis coverage of 

the Men’s quarter finals from Wimbledon.  

 

4.00pm – 7.30pm - Wimbledon 

Shelagh Fogarty and Clare Balding continue coverage of the Men’s quarter finals plus the day’s 

news and sport headlines. 

 

7.30pm-8.30pm - 6-Love-6 

John McEnroe takes your calls on Wimbledon and the tennis action so far. 

 
Thursday 5th July 

 

12.00pm-4.00pm - Wimbledon 

Richard Bacon presents with Clare Balding, Jonathan Overend and Pat Cash with live tennis 

coverage of the Ladies’ semi finals from Wimbledon.  

 

4.00pm – 7.00pm - Wimbledon 

Shelagh Fogarty and Clare Balding continue coverage of the Ladies’ semi finals plus the day’s news 

and sport headlines. 

 

Friday 6th July 

 

12.00pm-4.00pm - Wimbledon 

Richard Bacon presents with Clare Balding, Jonathan Overend and Pat Cash live tennis coverage of 

the Wimbledon Men’s semi finals 

 
4.00pm – 7.00pm - Wimbledon 



Shelagh Fogarty and Clare Balding continue coverage of the Men’s semi finals from Wimbledon 

plus the day’s news and sport headlines. 

 
Saturday 7 July 

 

12.00pm-6.00pm - 5 live sport including live coverage of Ladies’ Singles Final 

 

Eleanor Oldroyd, Jonathan Overend and Pat Cash bring you tennis coverage of the Wimbledon Ladies’ 

Singles final    

 

 

Sunday 8 July  

 

12.00pm-7.00pm - 5 live sport including live coverage of Men’s Singles Final 

 

Clare Balding  Jonathan Overend and Pat Cash bring you tennis coverage of the Wimbledon Men’s 

Singles final    

 
 
  

Biographies 
 

BBC TV  

 
Presenters 

 
Sue Barker 

Former World No 3 tennis player, French Open champion and Wimbledon semi-finalist, Sue started 

work as a sports broadcaster with Australia's Channel 7 in 1985. She then joined BSB in 1990 and 

later moved to Sky Sports. 

She made her BBC Sport TV debut co-presenting the evening highlights programme from 

Wimbledon ‘93 with Harry Carpenter. 

Since then she has gained a wealth of experience presenting world class competitions, including 

coverage of other major tennis tournaments, a number of Summer and Winter Olympics, 

Commonwealth Games, The Grand National, The Derby and World and European Skating 

Championships. 

In addition, her credits also include hosting Grandstand and Sunday Grandstand, Sports Personality 

Of The Year and A Question Of Sport. Among her many accolades are the 1998 TRIC award for 

Sports Presenter/Reporter of the Year and the 2001 RTS sports presenter award. 

 

John Inverdale 

John Inverdale is one of Britain’s leading sports presenters, having worked on just about every major 

event from Olympic Games, football and rugby world cups, to Wimbledon, the Ryder Cup, Grand 

Nationals, World Athletics Championships, Champions League and FA Cup finals. 

He began his career as a reporter on the Lincolnshire Echo before moving to BBC Radio 

Lincolnshire in 1982. His first job with network radio was in 1986 as a sports reporter for BBC 

Radio 2 and a news reporter for Radio 4’s 'Today’ programme. In 1988 he became presenter of 



'Sport on 2' which he hosted for six years until the advent of Radio 5 live when he moved to a daily 

news programme. John continues to present for Radio 5 live on all top sporting events. 

His television career began with BSB in 1990 as a presenter of rugby and football, and on the BBC 

he fronted Rugby Special from 1994 until 1997. He hosted his own BBC ONe sports chat show, 

'Onside', for seven series, as well as ‘Grandstand’ and other major sports programmes, including 

Wimbledon. 

Away from sport John hosted 'The World's Strongest Man' on both the BBC and Channel Five, 

fronted a three-part investigation into the history of gambling for BBC One. For 12 years, he wrote 

a weekly column for the Daily Telegraph. He currently writes for several newspapers. 

In 1997, John was named Broadcaster of the Year at the Sony Awards, and in 1998 Radio Personality 

of the Year by the Variety Club. He has also been a regular presenter on BBC Radio 2. 

John will be a presenter for the BBC coverage of the 2012 Olympics. 

 

 

 

Commentators 

 

Tracy Austin 

Tracy Austin received her first tennis lesson at age two and appeared on the cover of World Tennis 

at four. After winning 25 national titles as a junior, Austin launched her professional career by 

winning the first tournament she entered (Filderstadt, Germany, 1978) as a pro. Triumphs over 

Chris Evert and Martina Navratilova produced two US Open crowns for Austin. In 1978, she broke 

Navratilova’s 37-match winning streak and, in the 1979 Italian Open, she broke Evert’s 125-match 

clay court winning streak. Her incredibly consistent record earned her celebrity status and world 

wide recognition. She became the youngest person to become No.1 in the world in 1980 at age 17. 

Tracy represented the USA on winning Federation Cup and Wightman Cup team. When forced to 

the sidelines in the mid Eighties, she translated her on-court experience into a successful 

broadcasting career. 

 

Boris Becker 

 

Boris Becker and his success story made tennis a national sport in Germany. Born in 1967, in Leimen, 

Germany, Boris became the youngest man to win Wimbledon at 17 years seven months when he 

defeated Kevin Curren in 1985. Over his career he won 49 ATP singles titles including six Grand 

Slam titles and became World No.1 for the first time after victory at the Australian Open in 1991. In 

1992 he won the Olympic gold medal with Michael Stich. 

 

Today, he is founder of Boris Becker GmbH, owns three car dealerships and is a testimonial for 

selected brands. Boris is Academy member of the Laureus Sports for Good Foundation, as well as 

ambassador for the German Aids Foundation and patron of the Elton John AIDS Foundation (UK). 

 

Boris Becker is also active in the international media-world, he is sports-columnist and tennis 

commentator for various international media. He joined the BBC Sport commentary team for the 

2002 Championships. 

 

 

 



Pat Cash  

 

One of the most recognisable pundits on the World Tour, Pat Cash works across BBC Television 

and for BBC Radio 5 live at Wimbledon. Pat is well know for his iconic Wimbledon singles win in 

1987 against Ivan Lendl where he broke convention and climbed up from Centre Court into the 

seats to celebrate with family. 

 

Born in Melbourne in May 1965, Pat turned pro in 1982 and reached his highest ranking of World 

No 4 in 1988. In 1984, he became the youngest player to compete in the Davis Cup Final, helping 

Australia to defeat Sweden 3-2. Pat made the final of the Australian Open twice in 1987 and 1988 

the semi-final of the US Open in 1984 as well as competing in the Olympics in 1984.  

 

Since retirement Pat has been involved in coaching including periods working with Greg Rusedski, 

Mark Philippoussis  and the Australian Junior Davis Cup side and started his own tennis academy in 

Australia and the Caribbean.  

 

Pat remains the only player to win the Junior, Men’s singles and Legends titles at Wimbledon and 

spends his time nowadays playing on the Champions Tour, coaching, pursuing a media career, charity 

and business interests and indulging his love of music playing guitar in a rock band. 

 
 

Andrew Castle 

 

Andrew Castle is a key member of the BBC’s tennis team and has worked alongside John McEnroe, 

Jimmy Connors and Boris Becker, providing excellent commentary for major Tennis tournaments 

such as Wimbledon. He has been the BBC’s lead commentator throughout Wimbledon fortnight for 

the last eight years. 

Andrew is a former professional tennis player. A former British Number One, who turned 

professional in 1986, Andrew is a double Olympian, having been a member of Great Britain’s 

Olympic Teams in Seoul in 1988 and Barcelona in 1992. 

In addition to his sports commentary, Andrew has also hosted a variety of programmes including 

‘Andrew Castle’s Tennis Night’ on Radio 5 Live as well as shows on Channel 4 and ITV, including 

over 10 years on the GMTV sofa. 

 

Andrew Cotter 

 

Andrew Cotter is one of the most recognised voices across BBC radio and television’s coverage of 

golf, rugby and tennis. 

Originally a presenter of sports bulletins on BBC Radio 5 live, as well as Radio 1, 2 and 4, Andrew 

went on to become a sports presenter on the BBC News Channel, while at the same time building a 

career commentating on golf and rugby for BBC radio and television, working on major events 

including the Six Nations, Ryder Cup, The US Masters, US Open and USPGA. 

Andrew began his broadcasting career in commercial radio in his native Scotland, going on to work 

for Sky News before joining the BBC in 2000. 

 

 



Mark Cox 

Mark's finest hour as a player was as a member of the Great Britain team which reached the final of 

the 1978 Davis Cup against the USA. In the semi-final against Australia, he partnered David Lloyd to 

victory in the deciding doubles rubber. Mark won 10 singles tournaments between 1970 and 1977, 

was twice a quarter-finalist in the Australian Open, reached the quarter-finals of the US Open in 

1966, and was runner-up at Queen's in 1977. 

 

Lindsay Davenport  

 

A former world number one, Lindsay won three Grand Slam singles tournaments, 55 career singles 

titles, 37 career doubles titles and a gold medal at the 1996 Olympic Games in a stellar playing 

career that ran from 1991-2008. She is also one of only four women since 1975 who have finished 

the season as world number one at least four times. Lindsay's career peaked during the period 1998-

2000, when she won the US Open, Wimbledon, Australian Open and WTA Championship as well as 

reaching the semi-finals of the French Open. Her ground strokes, in particular her two-handed 

backhand and her excellent placement were the core of her game, which was described by many as 

'rock solid'. Having taken a break from tennis in latter part of 2006 and much of 2007 to have her 

first child (Jagger Jonathan), Lindsay wasted no time in returning to winning ways with a tour win in 

Bali, followed in 2008 by further tour wins including her 55th and final win at a tournament in 

Tennessee. Lindsay eventually announced her retirement from the game at the beginning of 2009 

when she learnt she was pregnant with her second child Lauren Andrus. This will be Lindsay’s third 

year working as a co-commentator and analyst with the BBC.   

 

Barry Davies 

 

London 2012 marks Barry Davies’ 19th appearance as an Olympic Games broadcaster beginning 

with Mexico in 1968 where he commentated for ITV and subsequently for the BBC across 12 

summer and seven winter games. 

He has covered more than a dozen Olympic sports as well as several opening and closing 

ceremonies. For London 2012, his brief is to cover hockey, 24 years after commentating on the 

Great Britain gold medal victory in Seoul. He will also lead the OIympic Broadcasting Service team 

for the opening and closing ceremonies. 

In May this year - at the invitation of the International Olympic Committee – Barry carried the 

Olympic Torch on the first day of its journey across the United Kingdom. 

Barry Davies worked for BBC One’s ‘Match of the Day’ from 1969 until 2004 and during that 25-

year association covered 10 World Cup finals and seven European Championships. He has also 

worked on BBC coverage of the annual boat race between Oxford and Cambridge and, for the past 

25 years, as a member of the commentary for Wimbledon. 

With BBC Events, Barry has covered The Lord Mayor’s Show, the Royal Tournament and Her 

Majesty the Queen’s Golden Jubilee. He was awarded an MBE in 2005 for services to sports 

broadcasting. 

 

Tim Henman 

 

Tim Henman was one of Britain’s most successful male tennis players of the open era. He was 

Britain’s No 1; reached four Wimbledon semi-finals and peaked at No 4 in the ATP world rankings 



in a career that lasted 14 years, beginning in 1993 and lasting until his retirement from the sport in 

2007.  

Since his retirement Tim has been a member of BBC Wimbledon commentary team which he joined 

in 2008. 

In the course of his tennis career Tim won a silver medal at the 1996 Olympic Games in Atlanta and 

played Davis Cup for Great Britain from the age of 19. He won 11 titles in the course of his career. 

Off the court Tim was Chairman of the ATP Charities programme in 2000 and also founded his own 

charity that year called ‘Kids at Heart’.peter  

His interests still include all sports and, in particular golf, where he plays off a scratch handicap. 

 

John Lloyd 

 

John Lloyd is a former professional tennis player and current television commentator. 

During his career, John became the first British male tennis player to reach a Grand Slam singles final 

in Australia in 1977. Though he never won a Grand Slam singles titles, John did win three Grand 

Slam mixed doubles titles partnering Australia's Wendy Turnbull, beginning with the French Open 

mixed doubles in 1982. The pair finished runners-up in the mixed doubles at Wimbledon that year, 

and then went on to win the Wimbledon mixed doubles crown in both 1983 and 1984. 

When his playing career came to an end, Lloyd stayed within the tennis world, finding work as a 

coach and television commentator. Since the 1990s, Lloyd has been a commentator and analyst for 

the BBC's tennis coverage, particularly at Wimbledon. He has also worked for Sky Sports on their 

coverage of the US Open 2009. 

 

John McEnroe  

A winner of 77 singles titles and 78 doubles, John first made Grand Slam headlines in 1977 while still 

in his teens by capturing the French Open mixed doubles title and reaching the singles semi-finals at 

Wimbledon. He asserted his mastery on the professional circuit soon after, with three successive 

U.S. Open Championships, in 1979, 1980 and 1981. He ended Bjorn Borg's five year reign at 

Wimbledon with a commanding victory in 1981 that promoted him to the men's top-ranked player 

(and the youngest to achieve it), a position he held for four years. He took another Wimbledon title 

in 1983, but John McEnroe's most memorable year was 1984 when he won both Wimbledon and 

U.S. Open titles. In addition to his singles achievements, John dominated the field as a doubles player. 

With long time partner Peter Fleming, John earned four Wimbledon titles, three U.S. Open titles as 

well as seven Masters titles, which they won consecutively from 1978 - 1984. John represented the 

United States 12 times in Davis Cup competition, achieving five championship team wins and 

establishing the record for the most U.S. Davis Cup wins (39 singles and 15 doubles). More recently, 

John was a doubles winner of the SAP Open in San Jose ATP Tournament in February 2006 at 47 

years of age. John McEnroe also commentates on television for CBS, NBC, ESPN and the Tennic 

Channel. 

 

David Mercer 

Swansea-born and former solicitor, David Mercer entered sports broadcasting as a freelance via 

BBC Wales in 1979 and joined BBC Radio Sport in London on a full-time basis in 1984. He joined 

the BBC Television commentary team in 1992.  



Tennis has been his main sport since then, but he has also commentated and reported on football, 

rugby union, rowing, skiing, skating, badminton, snooker, squash, ice hockey and American football. 

David won the Welsh Junior Doubles title in 1968 and in 1969 he captained the tennis team at 

Nottingham University. From 1973 – 1984, he umpired at Wimbledon, taking care of the Men’s 

Doubles Final in 1983 and Men’s Singles Final in 1984. 

David has worked on and provided voice-overs for various television magazine programmes on golf, 

rugby union and tennis and regularly writes regularly for a number of tennis magazines. 

 

Greg Rusedski  

Greg Rusedski was born in Canada and began representing Great Britain in May 1995. He was 

recognized as the number 4 seed in the world and at one point had the fastest serve in the world, 

recorded at 149 mph. He won the prestigious BBC Sports Personality of the Year award in 1997 after 

reaching the final of the US open, becoming the first Brit to do so in 60 years. The following year he 

won the biggest tournament of his career at the ATP Masters Series in Paris, defeating the world 

number one Pete Sampras in what he calls the greatest match he ever played. Since retiring from 

tennis professionally in 2007, Greg has become a television and radio sports commentator and 

presenter.  

 

Simon Reed  

Simon’s career began with BBC Radio in the late sixties when he worked for BBC Radio Sport, BBC 

World Service and BBC Radio London. From 1973, he was a presenter and reporter for Thames TV. 

Simon’s career as a tennis commentator began with Channel 4 in 1984, and he also freelanced for 

Sky and Eurosport. In 1995, he became Head of Commentators for Eurosport specialising in tennis. 

In 2002, Simon commentated for BBC TV at the Commonwealth Games in Manchester. He has 

commentated on the last nine Wimbledon Championships for BBC TV. 

 

Sam Smith 

Sam was National Champion in 1997 and British No. 1 from 1996-99. She reached her highest world 

ranking – 55 – in February 1999 and represented Great Britain in the 1992 Olympics in Barcelona, as 

well as the Federation Cup and European Team Championships. Sam now works as a freelance 

tennis commentator and columnist. 

 

Virginia Wade 

 

Virginia Wade is one of Britain’s greatest ever female tennis players. She was Wimbledon Champion, 

winning the title in 1977 the tournament’s centenary year and in the year Britain celebrated the 

Queen’s Silver Jubilee. 

Today Virginia is a regular member of the BBC’s Commentary team for tennis and will be a part of 

the team for the 2012 Olympics. 

She began her career in 1967and was continuously ranked among the World’s top ten players for 

the next 12 years until 1979. She was also ranked as Britain’s No 1 female player for 10 years. 

Virginia was named 1977's "Player of the Year" by the Women's Tennis Association. Her 

achievements on court and her continued involvement in tennis led to her becoming the first 



woman ever elected to the Wimbledon Committee in 1982. On July 15, 1989, Virginia became the 

40th woman to be inducted into the prestigious International Tennis Hall of Fame. 

In 1986, Virginia was honored with the distinction of OBE. 

Virginia has become one of the most respected tennis broadcasters in the world providing expert 

analysis of women's competition and is a regular member of the BBC commentary team. 

 

 

Jo Durie  

 

Jo Durie was ranked World Number 5 and is the last British woman to reach a grand slam semi-final, 

which she did at both the 1983 French and US Opens. Jo also lifted the mixed-doubles title with 

partner Jeremy Bates at Wimbledon in 1987 and the Australian Open doubles in 1991.  
 

Jo hung up her racket in 1995 after her final bow at Wimbledon and turned her focus to coaching, 

overseeing the early career of Anne Keothavong as a teenager and both Elena Baltacha though until 

a couple of years ago. On retirement from playing professionally, Jo also began commentating for the 

BBC and has since worked at Eurosport. 

 

 

Liz Smylie 

  

Australian tennis player Liz Smylie enjoyed a 15-year professional career winning two titles and peaking at 

No.20 in singles. She achieved enormous success as a doubles player winning 32 titles and reaching a 

ranking of No. 5. Liz reached 13 Grand Slam finals winning four. Six of these finals were at Wimbledon, 

three doubles and three mixed, taking the doubles title in 85 and mixed in 91. Liz also won Bronze in the 

doubles at the 1988 Seoul Olympics.  

 
At Wimbledon in 1985 Liz partnered with Kathy Jordan to win the doubles - ending the 109 match 

winning streak of Martina Navratilova and Pam Shriver in the final. In total Liz contested 12 Grand Slam 

finals, and won three mixed majors, including Wimbledon   with John Fitzgerald in 1991, and the US 

Open twice. 

  

Liz is now a broadcaster and a key part of the BBC's commentary team. 
 

 

Louise Pleming 

 

Louise Pleming began playing tennis aged six at the Vic Edwards Tennis School and made her debut 

in ITF and WTA level tournaments in 1982.  She focussed upon being a doubles specialist and has 12 

ITF doubles titles to her name, including the Austrian Open. Louise was appointed by Tennis 

Australia as a national touring coach in 2006, and in 2007 captained the victorious Australian Junior 

Fed Cup team. She currently works as a touring Fed cup coach for the Australian WTA tour players. 

 

In addition to her work as a coach Louise also works as a tennis television commentator for the 

BBC and other networks including Tennis Channel, Fox Sports Australia, ESPN, ESPN Star (Asia) an 

ABC Australia. 

 

 

 

 

 



BBC Radio 5 live  

 
Presenters 

 

Richard Bacon 

 

Richard Bacon presents his own show on BBC Radio 5 live, Mondays to Thursdays, from 2-4pm. He 

will be a key voice presenting 5 live's Wimbledon coverage in 2012, which will be his third 

tournament.  

 

A well-known and popular presenter across television and radio, Richard’s first job in the media was 

as a roving reporter for BBC Radio Nottingham, from 1994 to 1996. In 1996 he joined Live TV as a 

presenter and then got his big break with the BBC's flagship children's programme Blue Peter at the 

beginning of 1997, famously leaving the show the following year after a well-documented scandal.  

 

Richard’s career did not suffer from the incident and he continued successfully to present widely 

across TV and radio on such shows as The Big Breakfast and Top Of The Pops. He has also 

presented programmes widely on BBC One, BBC Three, Channel 4, Five and Sky One across a 

variety of genres. In addition to his TV work, Richard has developed a successful radio career as a 

national presenter, hosting drivetime shows on Capital FM and Xfm.  

 

Richard made a notable cameo appearance in The Thick Of It in 2010 and in 2012 presented a 

documentary about internet abuse “trolling” on BBC Three. He works widely across television and 

has just been seen fronting Channel 4's Hidden Talent show. Richard has one of the biggest twitter 

followings in the UK @richardpbacon  

 

 

Clare Balding 

  

Clare Balding is once again a key part of the presentation and commentary team at Wimbledon for 

BBC Radio 5 live, and will commentate on the women’s final for the station. 

 

Clare Balding has worked in radio for 15 years and been a leading sports presenter on television 

since becoming the face of the BBC's racing output in 1998. Since then, she has worked on four 

Olympic Games, three Paralympics and three Winter Olympics. Clare can turn her hand to any 

sport from horse racing to rugby league, swimming to golf or Tennis. She is equally at home on radio 

or TV and is renowned for her versatility and reliability.  

 

Clare has been part of BAFTA Award winning programmes, has been voted RTS Sports Presenter of 

the Year, Racing Journalist of the Year, has presented Sony Award winning programmes and been 

praised for 'perfect presentation' by the judges of the Broadcast Awards.  

 

She has presented Ramblings on Radio 4 since 1999 (a thrice yearly walking series) and in 2010 

presented Britain By Bike on BBC4. She presented Crufts for the BBC and, from 2010, for More4.  

 

Claire has a long association with Radio 5 live having begun her BBC career with the old Radio 5 in 

1993, presenting the racing bulletin on Danny Baker's Morning Edition. She first presented 

Wimbledon with Simon Mayo on Radio 5 live in 2003 and has been a regular and popular presence 

at SW19 for the station since. 

 

 

 



Shelagh Fogarty 

 

Shelagh Fogarty presents her own show on BBC Radio 5 live, Mondays to Fridays, from 12-2pm. She 

will be a key voice presenting 5 live's Wimbledon coverage in 2012.  

A regular voice on BBC Radio 5 live for over a decade Shelagh joined the station in 1999 after 

working on various local BBC Radio stations and at Radio 4.  

  

Shelagh has presented many programmes on Radio 5 live including Drive, and won a SONY Gold in 

2004 in the news and current affairs category for 5 live breakfast’s reporting of the Asian Tsunami.  

 

She co presented 5 live Breakfast with Nicky Campbell in a 7 year partnership that won SONY gold 

awards in 2007 for the news and current affairs programme, twice in 2009 including one for 5 live 

Olympic breakfast from Beijing and again for the breakfast show in 2011.  

    

She has also presented for 5 live on Weekend Breakfast, Late Night Live and the Sunday Service. 

Outside of her radio commitments Shelagh has co-hosted the Daily Politics with Andrew Neil on 

BBC television.  

 

 

Pundits 

 

Richard Krajicek 

 

Richard Krajicek joins the 5 live commentary team for the first time in 2012. 

 

Richard made history in 1996 becoming the first Dutchman to win the Wimbledon Men’s singles title 

beating Malivai Washington in straight sets. En route to the final that year Richard shocked the 

tennis world by despatching Pete Sampras who was beaten only once at Wimbledon in a period of 

dominance between 1993 and 2001.  

 

Turning professional in 1989 Richard enjoyed a successful career playing at the very top level 

including reaching the semi-finals of the Australian and French Open tournaments and another semi 

at Wimbledon as well as representing his country in the Davis Cup.  Richard retired from the ATP 

circuit in 2003. Following retirement he has maintained a number of charitable interests including 

founding the Richard Krajicek foundation which promotes sport to underprivileged children in 

Holland.  In 2004, he also became the tournament director of the ABN AMRO World Tennis 

Tournament in Rotterdam.  In 2011 he was a candidate for the role of Chief Executive of the ATP 

which runs the international tennis tour.  

 

 

Pat Cash  

 

One of the most recognisable pundits on the World Tour, Pat Cash works across BBC TV and for 

BBC Radio 5 live at Wimbledon. Pat is well known for his iconic Wimbledon singles win in 1987 

against Ivan Lendl where he broke convention and climbed up from Centre Court into the seats to 

celebrate with family. 

 

Born in Melbourne in May 1965, Pat turned pro in 1982 and reached his highest ranking of World 

No 4 in 1988. In 1984, he became the youngest player to compete in the Davis Cup Final, helping 

Australia to defeat Sweden 3-2. Pat made the final of the Australian Open twice in 1987 and 1988 

the semi-final of the US Open in 1984 as well as competing in the Olympics in 1984. 



  

  

Since retirement Pat has been involved in coaching including periods working with Greg Rusedski, 

Mark Philippoussis  and the Australian Junior Davis Cup side and started his own tennis academy in 

Australia and the Caribbean. 

  

Pat remains the only player to win the Junior, Men’s singles and Legends titles at Wimbledon and 

spends his time nowadays playing on the Champions Tour, coaching, pursuing a media career, charity 

and business interests and indulging his love of music playing guitar in a rock band. 

 

 

Jana Novotna 

 

Jana Novotna will again be a key part of Radio 5 Live's Wimbledon commentary team for 2012.  

 

Jana won the Women's singles title at Wimbledon in 1998 and endeared herself to the public in 1993 

when she cried on the shoulder of the Duchess of Kent after losing the Wimbledon singles final.  

 

A respected and experienced broadcaster across tennis, Jana is from the Czech Republic and, in her 

14-year career, has won 100 titles – 24 singles and 76 doubles – including 12 Grand Slam women's 

doubles titles and four Grand Slam mixed doubles titles. Jana retired from the professional tour in 

1999 and was inducted into the International Tennis Hall of Fame in 2005.  

 

 

Nick Bollettieri 

 

Nick Bollettieri, the legendary American tennis coach, joins the Radio 5 live commentary team for 

the first time. 

 

Over a long career Nick has developed the careers of some of the brightest talents in the game and 

his record of coaching and mentoring includes such greats as Andre Agassi, Boris Becker, Jim 

Courier, Monica Seles, Maria Sharapova and the Williams sisters to name just a few.  

 

Nick formed his own tennis academy in Florida in the late 1970s and is credited with revolutionising 

coaching methods in the modern game.  

 

 

Mark Woodforde 

 

Seven-time Wimbledon doubles champion Mark Woodforde will again be part of the BBC Radio 5 

live commentary team. 

 

Woodforde has a breadth of knowledge across the top level game and formed an incredibly 

successful doubles partnership with Todd Woodbridge that garnered them seven Wimbledon 

doubles titles alongside wins in the French and Australian Opens. Mark also found success in mixed 

doubles and won the US Open doubles with John McEnroe. He represented Australia in the Davis 

Cup and with Woodbridge represented his country at the Olympics in 1996 winning Gold and in 

2000 winning Silver. After retirement in 2000 Woodforde coached Australia's Federations Cup team 

in 2003 and undertook a media and coaching career.  

 

 

 



Jeff Tarango 

 

One of tennis' most flamboyant characters, Jeff Tarango is a former US professional tennis player 

who won 16 singles and doubles titles during his career. He gained notoriety at Wimbledon in 1995 

for defaulting a match by leaving the court after a dispute over a serve ruling.  

 

Jeff retired from the professional tour in 2002 and now devotes his time to coaching and 

broadcasting, joining Radio 5 live in 2007. He has presented the popular 5 live Wimbledon tennis 

podcast for a several years including the Tarango & Cash podcast with Pat Cash. Jeff will feature in a 

daily podcast from Wimbledon this year  

 

 

Bethanie Mattek-Sands  

 

One of the brightest talents in the US game, Mattek-Sands won her first Grand Slam title, the 

Australian Open mixed doubles, on a tie break with the Romanian Horia Tecau earlier in January. In 

May she also won the Brussels Open women’s doubles trophy with Sania Mirza. A veteran of the 

Tour since 1999, Bethanie is known for her flamboyant clothes and image on the tour, regularly 

wearing colourful and characterful make up which has occasionally brought her to the attention of 

the tennis administrators.  

 

 

Jeremy Bates  

 

Former British number one Jeremy Bates enjoyed a professional career spanning 15 years between 

1981 and 1996, during which he won two Grand Slam mixed doubles tournaments at Wimbledon in 

1987 and Australia in 1991, on both occasions partnering Jo Durie.   

 

After a successful career Jeremy entered coaching and administration of tennis. He served a four-

year stint at Great Britain’s Davis Cup coach (2000-2003) and replaced Roger Taylor as captain from 

2004-2006 (six ties). A one-time Manager of Men’s National Training, he was also previously LTA’s 

Head of Performance. 

 

 

David Felgate  

 

Tim Henman’s former coach David Felgate will once again be part of the BBC Radio 5 live 

commentary team in 2012. Felgate is a respected and experienced voice in tennis having been 

involved in the sport at a senior level for 30 years   

 

David enjoyed a short professional career before starting coaching in tennis in both the UK and US. 

David worked as coach (and best man) to Tim Henman from when Henman won the under-18 

British title in 1992, until April 2001 helping Henman to seven ATP titles, the 1998-99 Wimbledon 

semi-finals and World No. 5 status. He has since held senior roles in tennis administration including 

Performance Director for the LTA between 2003 and 2006.  

 

 

Barbara Schett  

 

Former Austrian player Barbara Schett will be part of BBC Radio 5 live’s commentary team in 2012.  

 



Barbara spent a long period in the top echelons of the professional circuit between 1991 and 2005 

when injury cut short her career. Barbara reached a career high ranking of 7th in the world in 1999 

and defeated Venus Williams in the second round of the French Open in 2001. She found success in 

the Women’s doubles competing with both Anna Kournikova and Anke Huber. She also competed 

in the 2000 Olympics for Austria and finished her career with three WTA singles titles. 

 

Commentators/Reporters 

 

Jonathan Overend 

 

A hugely experienced and respected voice in sport and especially tennis, Jonathan Overend is BBC 

Radio 5 live's tennis correspondent and again leads the coverage of 5 live’s Wimbledon commentary 

in 2012.  

 

Jonathan joined BBC Essex in 1989, while still studying for his A levels, later becoming sports 

producer and then presenter of the Drivetime show. In 1997 he joined BBC Radio Sport to work on 

Radio 5 Live as a reporter and presenter and took over as the main tennis reporter in 2003 and 

correspondent a year later.  

 

Jonathan has also closely followed Andy Murray's career out of the junior ranks and into the world 

top three. He has presented widely across Radio 5 live including presenting 5 live sport, Sportsweek 

and from tennis and other sporting events from all over the world for the station. Jonathan has 

twice been nominated for the SJA sports broadcaster of the year, winning the award in 2011. 

 

 

Alastair Eykyn  

 

Alastair is a commentator for both Radio 5 live and BBC TV, specialising in rugby and tennis. He has 

been part of the 5 Live Wimbledon team for the last nine years.  

 

Alastair launched his broadcast career with Independent Radio News in 1997 and between then and 

2002 he covered international rugby and cricket. He joined the BBC in 2002 and was part of the 5 

live team at the Athens and Beijing Olympics and the Melbourne and Delhi Commonwealth Games. 

Alastair has covered the last three Rugby World Cups for the BBC.  

 

 

David Law  

 

David Law is once again part of BBC Radio 5 live’s Wimbledon commentary team for 2012. David is 

an experienced journalist having worked across the tennis tour for many years and has broadcast 

and written about the game from all over the world. 

 

 

Iain Carter 

 

BBC Radio 5 live's Iain Carter has covered many of the top sporting events from all over the world 

including the 1995, 2003 and 2007 and 2011 Rugby World Cups. He is a and specialist in tennis 

having covered numerous Grand Slams in his previous role as 5 live’s tennis correspondent. This is 

Iain’s 16th Wimbledon. 

 

Iain is also BBC Radio's golf correspondent and also commentates on major tennis and rugby 

tournaments throughout the year. 



 

Iain initially studied accountancy but switched to journalism and joined the BBC in 1988 as a sports 

producer at BBC Radio Leicester. He had previously worked as an agency news reporter and news 

reporter for Radio Trent. He joined Radio 5 live in 1995 and has worked widely across the station.  

 

 

Helen Skelton  

 

Worldwide adventuring Blue Peter presenter Helen Skelton joins 5 live's Wimbledon team again 

reporting from around the tournament giving listeners a flavour of the sights, sounds and 

atmosphere of the Wimbledon and also reporting on some of the games.  She will feature in the 

daily podcast alongside Jeff Tarango capturing the day's action, from all over SW19. 

 

 


