
London Streets

Pedestrian 
Countdown 
at Traffic Lights
Trial at junction of Balham High Road,
outside Balham station 



What is Pedestrian Countdown?
Transport for London (TfL) is testing new 
traffic light technology, known as Pedestrian 
Countdown, at eight locations across the 
Capital. Pedestrian Countdown counts down 
how long you have to cross the road after the 
‘green man’ light has gone out and before  
the red man light goes on.

Pedestrian Countdown could have benefits for 
everyone on London's roads, helping pedestrians 
to feel safer by removing any uncertainty they 
may have when crossing and helping to smooth 
traffic flow. 

How does it work?
Currently at traffic lights, a green man invites 
pedestrians to cross the road whilst vehicles are 
stopped at a red light. When the green man light 
goes out, there are several seconds where no 
pedestrian lights are showing before the red man 
comes on. This is called the ‘blackout’ and stops 
new people from starting to cross the road, 
while giving those already on the crossing time 
to safely reach the other side. 

Pedestrian Countdown will replace the blackout 
with an electronic countdown signal, showing 
exactly how many seconds remain to safely cross 
the road before the red man light comes on.

Are there any other changes that I need  
to know about?
You should use the traffic lights as you normally 
would. The only key difference is that there will 
be an electronic countdown signal replacing the 
blackout between the green man and the red man.

Will the new system affect visually  
impaired people? 
There will be no change to the rotating  
cones and beeping facilities for visually  
impaired pedestrians.

Where in London will Pedestrian 
Countdown be tested?
Eight junctions with traffic lights in London 
have been selected for trials of Pedestrian 
Countdown. One of the trial junctions is in your 
neighbourhood at the junction of Balham High 
Road, outside Balham station.

Starting in late June 2010, the trial will last up 
to 18 months, during which time TfL will assess 
whether the technology is suitable to be used 
across the Capital.
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at Balham High Road, outside Balham station
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Where should I go for more information?
For more information and to let us know what 
you think about Pedestrian Countdown, go to:
 
tfl.gov.uk/pedestriancountdown or contact  
Streets Customer Services using the contact  
details below:
 
Telephone: 0845 300 7000
Web: tfl.gov.uk/contact
Post: 4th Floor, Zone Y4, 14 Pier Walk, 
North Greenwich, London SE10 0ES

If you require a copy of this leaflet in another 
language, Braille or large print format, please call 
Freephone 0800 298 3009.

Transport for London manages the red routes: 
a network of 580km of London’s roads which 
carry 35 per cent of the Capital’s traffic, and is 
responsible for the installation, operation and 
maintenance of all of London’s 6,000 sets  
of traffic lights. 


