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Mariam 
Hello, my name's Mariam and I've got an exciting story about pirates, treasure and murder, 
set on a tropical island far out at sea. 
 
The story begins a long time ago, in London, where a skinny-looking young boy called Jim 
Hawkins lives. He finds a dusty old sea chest hidden in the cellar of his house. Using all his 
strength, he manages to lift open the heavy lid. He peers inside and finds a rolled-up piece 
of tattered old paper. In no time he's unrolling the piece of paper, revealing a map showing 
an island with a cross on it. "Surely this must mean there's treasure buried there?" he says 
to himself. 
 
Knowing that it will only be a matter of time before someone else finds the treasure, he 
rushes off to find a ship that will take him across the sea to this distant island. The journey 
is long and at times the sea is rough and stormy. As time goes by, Jim realises the crew are 
not the honest and helpful bunch of men he believed them to be – they're pirates! As they 
can't be trusted, he doesn't tell them about the treasure map – but the crew are suspicious. 
 
At one time or another, an old pirate captain had hidden a horde of treasure on a secret 
island, and the pirates know this is where Jim is heading. One night he overhears them 
hatching a plan… 
 
"This must be the island where Captain Flint left all that gold and silver" says one of them.  
 
"We'll let Jim lead us to the treasure and then kill him" says another. 
 
Eventually they reach the island. Jim tells the crew to wait where they are while he goes to 
explore. Nervously, he sets off to find the treasure. Time after time he stops to look behind 
him to check that he's not being followed - but secretly the pirates are following in his 
footsteps, hoping to carry out their deadly plan. 
 
In no time, he finds the place and furiously starts digging but before he can find the treasure, 
the pirates arrive. One of them seizes hold of him, pointing a gun to his head, whilst the 
others eagerly continue to dig, a crazed look in their eyes. It's time-consuming, but after a 
while they begin to realise there isn't any treasure. BANG! At that moment, a gunshot rings 
out – BANG and another – BANG and another! Somebody is shooting at the pirates, killing 
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them outright. Three pirates lie on the yellow sand, blood oozing out of their bodies. The 
fourth one, who is holding Jim, runs off, screaming in a panic. 
 
An old man, with skin that looks like leather, and a long white scruffy beard, appears from 
the bushes holding a smoking gun. It was him that shot the pirates. He tells Jim he used to 
work with the old pirate captain and was left on this island a long time ago. He had dug up 
the treasure and is keeping it in the cave where he lives. 
 
He tells Jim that he will share the treasure with him in return for a journey home. Jim is 
more than happy to agree and they set sail for London. At times, Jim has nightmares about 
his experience and vows never to go treasure hunting again. 
 
Definitions 
 
a long time (A2) 
a lot of time 
 
in no time (C1) 
very quickly; soon 
 
only a matter of time (C1) 
it will definitely happen  
 
at times (C1) 
occasionally;  sometimes 
 
as time goes by (C1) 
as time passes 
 
at one time or another (C2) 
at an unspecified time in the past 
 
time after time (C2) 
again and again 
 
in no time (C1) 
very quickly; soon 
 
time-consuming (C1) 
taking a long time to do  
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KEY 
A1 = Beginner 
A2 = Elementary 
B1 = Lower Intermediate 
B2 = Higher Intermediate 
C1 = Towards Advanced 
C2 = Advanced 
 


