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THE CASE OF THE MISSING 

RING 

CASE NOTES: PART 

FOUR 

 
So the case is 

solved. I knew 

the mother of 

the bride was 

guilty from the start. 

What a strange woman. 

Anyway, just the case 

notes to finish off now. 

Have a look at my 

grammar notes on the 

right and then write the 

correct words in the 

spaces below. Use the 

auxiliary verbs do, 

don’t, did, didn’t, have, 

haven’t, are or aren’t. 

 
 

GRAMMAR NOTES 

Question tags 

We use question tags at the end of sentences to confirm or check 

information. We make question tags using a form of the auxiliary verb 

or the verb be from the main part of the sentence and a pronoun (I, 

you, he, she, it, we or they).  

Examples: The bride isn’t very happy, is she? or We have solved 
the case, haven’t we? 
 

If there is no auxiliary verb or the verb be, we use a form of do. 

Example: She stole the ring, didn’t she? 
 

If the sentence is positive, we use a negative question tag. 

Example: He has got a lot of money, hasn’t he? 
 

If the sentence is negative, we use a positive question tag. 

Example: She didn’t steal the ring, did she? 

 

THE CASE IS SOLVED 
 

The suspects wanted to know if I had solved the case. I had. It was time to share 

what I knew with them. 
 

First, I said to the best man, “You have lent the groom £5000, haven’t you?” and 

“You are in love with the bride, _______ you?” These were both facts. I knew they 

were true. The best man was worried. He said, “I didn’t take the ring.” Then he 

asked, “You do believe me, _______ you?” Silly boy. I know he didn’t take it. 
 

Then I spoke to the bride. I knew she hated the groom. I said, “You wanted to stop 

your wedding to a man you hate, _______ you?” Again, I knew this was a fact. She 

cried, as usual. 
 

Next I spoke to the groom. He said, “Inspector, surely you don’t think I took the 

ring, _______ you?” I said, “You are a gambler and a liar, but you are not a thief, 

_______ you?” This, again, was a fact. The groom might not be as stupid as I 

thought. He stated this fact: “That only leaves one person, _______ it?” 
 

The bride couldn’t believe it. She said, “Mummy! You didn’t take my ring, _______ 

you?” But now we know… she did. 
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PRONUNCIATION NOTES  We need a record of how  

the question tags were 

pronounced when I was  

speaking to the suspects. 

Make sure you read my notes 

on the left. Draw an arrow 

pointing up or down on the 

sentences below to show the 

intonation. Think about 

whether the speaker was 

stating a fact or asking a real 

question. Use the information 

in my case notes to help you. 

Intonation and question tags 
 
When we use question tags at the end of a sentence, our voice 
goes up when we are asking a genuine question. 
 
Example: The groom will give the best man £5000, won’t he?  

We’re asking because we don’t know if this will happen. 
 
Our voice goes down when we are stating a fact. 
 
Example: The mother of the bride stole the ring, didn’t she?  
We know this is true. 

 

UP OR DOWN? 
1. I said to the best man, “You have lent the groom £5000, haven’t you?”      

2. I also said, “You are in love with the bride, aren’t you?”         

3. The best man asked me, “You do believe me, don’t you?”                          

4. The groom asked me, “Inspector, surely you don’t think I took the ring, do you?”                    

5. Then the groom said, “But that only leaves one person, doesn’t it?” 

6. Finally, the bride asked her mother, “Mummy! You didn’t take my ring, did you?”  

 

 

Vocabulary 
 
skill     
being able to do something well 
 
gambler  
someone who tries to win money by predicting results of  races or other competitions 
 
intonation  
the way your voice goes up and down when you speak, which can affect the meaning of what you are 
saying 
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ANSWERS 

 
THE CASE IS SOLVED 
The suspects wanted to know if I had solved the case. I had. It was time to share what I knew with them. 
 

First, I said to the best man, “You have lent the groom £5000, haven’t you?” and “You are in love with the bride, aren’t 

you?” These were both facts. I knew they were true. The best man was worried. He said, “I didn’t take the ring.” Then he 

asked, “You do believe me, don’t you?” Silly boy. I know he didn’t take it. 
 

Then I spoke to the bride. I knew she hated the groom. I said, “You wanted to stop your wedding to a man you hate, 

didn’t you?” Again, I knew this was a fact. She cried, as usual. 
 

Next I spoke to the groom. He said, “Inspector, surely you don’t think I took the ring, do you?” I said, “You are a gambler 

and a liar, but you are not a thief, are you?” This, again, was a fact. The groom might not be as stupid as I thought. He 

stated this fact: “That only leaves one person, doesn’t it?” 
 

The bride couldn’t believe it. She said, “Mummy! You didn’t take my ring, did you?” But now we know… she did. 

 

 

 

 

 

UP OR DOWN? 
2. I also said, “You are in love with the bride, aren’t you?”         
 

3. The best man asked me, “You do believe me, don’t you?”                          
 

4. The groom asked me, “Inspector, surely you don’t think I took the ring, do you?” 
 

5. Then the groom said, “But that only leaves one person, doesn’t it?” 
 

6. Finally, the bride asked her mother, “Mummy! You didn’t take my ring, did you?” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


