BBC LEARNING ENGLISH
English Together

B|B|C

LEARNING

Right-handed or left-handed — which is  [IRSEe

better?

This is not a word-for-word transcript

YRoe?

dccll o5 AGsH English Togetherti U] LA B...& & ANl ual 2B W3l W B..

Sam
Hi, I'm Sam.

Tom

And I'm Tom. Hi everyone. Welcome to the programme today! Really nice to have you with us.

Sam
You're in a very good mood today, Tom.

Tom
Yeah, today’s my birthday!

YReeR
Oh, happy birthday, Tom!

Sam
Come here, let me give you a hug!

Tom
Oh. Ok.

Sam

You went the wrong way, Tom. You're supposed to go right.

English Together
bbclearningenglish.com

© British Broadcasting Corporation 2018
Page 1 of 5



Tom
No, you went the wrong way! | always go left.

Yo
Wait, you two! UL 1) BBC World Service glRL $cllMi A Boc3] AN BUL ‘hugging’
QA ald saHl il B. L Bo2¢ Health Check sl2lsH HIZ scllHl il B, UL A

osalellall slallat aues 3 ASL stoll ey dtR ‘hug s B ¥ wHR(l olly.

News Insert

So we would predict based on our study that hugging in every society is right-dominated. Obviously, the
prevalence of hugging, so how often it occurs in a society that is extremely different across cultures. So there
have been studies that Asian countries, for example, show much less hugging behaviour, or social touch in
general, but nonetheless, if someone engages in a hug, it's probably more right-dominated in general.

Tom
Typical! Right-handed people dominate everything. Again.

Sam
Oh, of course, you're left-handed.

Tom
Yes, I'm left-handed. And my dad and my brother are left-handed, too. And I'm tired of the bias against left-
handed people.

YHoeR
Do you really think that there is ‘a bias against?’ You can also say that ‘people are biased against’ people are

biased against - left-handed people? ‘Bias against’ &\ ojos2A{lMi 5819 Yclols A Ml 51¢

ollold AUl dxg He Ydals RAud.

Tom
Absolutely. I've felt it all my life. | think there’s a bias against us in everything from how desks and chairs are
designed in schools to how...hugs are given, apparently.

Sam
It sounds like you think that being left-handed is an affliction, Tom.
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Yes, it does. ‘An affliction’ oll &l a2 & Ulst ¥ As29] 510 You can also ‘be afflicted by something’
be afflicted by something.

Tom
Yeah, like a disease or an illness! | think it does feel like an affliction sometimes.

Sam
| don’t agree with that at all! I think left-handed people are special!

Tom
Special?

Sam
Yes, because there’s so few of you in the world!

Wxee?

Actually, that’s a good point, Sam, and it relates to our quiz question for today. (Q#lsil Y2l 25t Al
‘left-handed’ N2A ¥ SIAI| Slal B? IR ALY B

) 10%

o) 25%

$) 50%

Sam
| don’t know the exact number, but | know that it’s low. And I also know that, being left-handed is associated
with high levels of intelligence.

YRoe?

“To be associated with’ ol el 22l B 18 ol AUl Al WA Aol &g, Ah ha! Would you

agree with that, Tom? That left-handed people are more intelligent?

Tom
Well, of course | agree with that!

Sam

English Together © British Broadcasting Corporation 2018
bbclearningenglish.com Page 3 of 5



| thought you might! But it’s true - left-handed people are associated with being good at maths, for example.

YRR

And sports!

Sam
And the number of left-handed people who become Nobel Prize winners and presidents is disproportionately
high.

PR
Wait a moment, Sam. Before you start talking about what is disproportionately high, let’s see what the
answer to the quiz was: what percentage of the world’s population is left-handed? @, ‘disproportionately

high’ oll W& WA © %32 $cll AUR &ld. dl Mol Ystoll Fcllel B 10%. YR cltll YA gl
Ul cllcdofl Y saumi well B. So, you were right, Sam. It was a small number.

Sam
Very small! Proving that the number of left-handed people who are successful is disproportionately high. So,
you see, Tom? Being left-handed is actually a bonus!

YRR

‘Abonus’ oll A& Ul & MU Sl AU, Has Sam convinced you, Tom? Are you special?

Tom
Well, 'm not sure that | agree that being left-handed is a bonus or that it makes us special! But, as it is my
birthday, | will agree that, yes, just for today, I'm special.

Sam
Yay! Happy birthday, Tom.

PEECE
Sorry we didn’t get you a cake!

AHRL (A U A2 Y AR SISl 8129 A AL B ¥ stelldl 8ld
‘an affliction’ & ¥ UEl ‘abonus’? AR M AL SIS cUlsRl Y

‘a bias against’ €?
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% B URL vl Ao Yotualdot 531 AefA. ‘Bias against’ A oAl 5819 yclors Avid
UYL S8 Glold AU g HIZ Ydole AW, To be associated with’ oll el 2l & sl
ollold AUl dld A Aotlld 8lg »UR ‘anaffliction’ oll A&l el & Ulst ¥ Aseq] sR0L ‘A
bonus’ oll el a2l B WALl sl AR,

ulal o oflost uye AMs WA 31l Holly English Togetherti. 1l Yl Bye!
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