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Go The Distance 
Citation Skills: The List of References 
 
What do you need to put into the list of references? 
You've finally finished writing your academic assignment! You've used quotes, paraphrases 
and summaries of reputable writers' work to support your arguments – and you've used a 
range of reporting verbs too. Well done! But you’re not quite finished – there's still the 
reference list to do – and you need to get it right. 
 
There are different ways of doing this. In the Go The Distance course, we've mainly used 
the Harvard system. Under Harvard, you would include the information about Harari’s 
book 'Sapiens' in this format. Be careful to copy the punctuation exactly. 
 
Harari, Y. N. (2014). Sapiens. London: Harvill Secker. 
Surname, Initial(s). (Year).  Title. Place: Publisher. 
 
Other common formats are APA and MLA. While APA is very similar to Harvard, the MLA 
style is slightly different: 
 
Harari, Yuval Noah. Sapiens. London: Harvill Secker, 2014. 
Surname, Forename(s).  Title. Place: Publisher. Year. 
 
Sometimes you’ll need more information, for example: 
 
1) If there is more than one author you need to give all of them. 

 Last name, First initial. and Last name, First initial. (Year published). Title. 
City: Publisher. 

 
2) If the source is one article or chapter in a compilation, you'll need the name of the 
book's editor. 

 Last name, First initial. (Year published). Chapter title. In: First initial. Last name, 
ed., Book title, Edition. City: Publisher. 

 
3) If you’re referencing a journal on a website, or a news story, you’ll need the URL, as well 
as date of access. 
 

 Last name, First initial. (Year published). Article Title. Journal, [online] Volume 
(Issue), pages. Available at: URL [Accessed day month year]. 
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 Last name, First initial. (Year published). Article title. Newspaper, [online] 
Available at: url [Accessed day month year]. 

4) If you’re referencing a journal, you’ll need to give its name as well as the article’s name. 
 

 Last name, First initial. (Year published). Article title. Journal, Volume (Issue), 
Page(s). 

Ordering the list of references 
The points above can help us write individual entries. But how are these entries ordered in 
the list? It’s done alphabetically by author’s surname. When there’s more than one author, 
we count the first or lead author. And when there’s more than one work by a single author, 
we reference their oldest work first. 

Note: The bibliography 
You may see the term 'bibliography' used as well. Strictly speaking, this refers to a list of 
books you consulted, but didn’t reference directly. Be careful though, because the terms 
bibliography and reference list are often used interchangeably. 
 
Activity 1: Writing the list of references 
Have a go at this activity to help you a) select the correct information for the list of 
references; b) put the information in the correct order (use the Harvard system) and c) 
format it correctly. For each question 1 – 3, write the entry for a list of references.  
 
1. You have quoted a book by American anthropologist Jared Diamond. The title of the 

book is 'The World Until Yesterday', and the quote is taken from page 278 of Chapter 
8: Lions and Other Dangers. You are quoting from an edition which was published in 
London in 2013 by Penguin Books. It was originally published in the US by Viking 
Penguin in 2012. 

 
2. You have paraphrased part of a New York Times article about Nigerian Ngozi Adichie. 

The article was written by Dave Eggers and published on October 16, 2017. You read it 
on October 17. The title of the article is 'Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, a 
Humanist On and Off the Page'. The URL is: https://www.nytimes.com/2017/10/16/t-
magazine/chimamanda-ngozi-adichie  

 
3. If you only had these two entries in your reference list, which would come first?  
 

 Diamond, J. (2013). The World Until Yesterday. London: Penguin Books 
 

 Eggers, D. (2017). Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, a Humanist On and Off the Page. 
New York Times, [online] Available at: https://www.nytimes.com/2017/10/16/t-
magazine/chimamanda-ngozi-adichie [Accessed 17 October 2017] 
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ANSWERS 
Activity 1: Writing the list of references 
 
1. Diamond, J. (2013). The World Until Yesterday. London: Penguin Books 

 
2. Eggers, D. (2017). Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, a Humanist On and Off the Page. New 

York Times, [online] Available at: https://www.nytimes.com/2017/10/16/t-
magazine/chimamanda-ngozi-adichie [Accessed 17 October 2017] 

 
3. Professor Diamond’s work would come first, because Diamond comes before Eggers 

alphabetically. The ordering of the entire reference list is alphabetical. When there’s 
more than one author of a work, we count the first or lead author. 

 
More 
Remember to check our Academic Writing webpages for information and activities to 
practise: 
 

 Academic vocabulary  
 Understanding assignment questions 
 Writing effective paragraphs 
 Essay organisation 
 And more! 

 
You can find these materials at 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/gothedistance/academicwriting 
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