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Hello, everyone. This is Tim, and welcome to day two of my five day guide to 

improve your speaking.  

 

Now, before we get on to today's top tip, let's check your answers from 

yesterday's challenge. Did you manage to find at least three things that are no 

longer in my room now, but were in my room in the video I sent you to check out?  

 

Hmm. Well, you could have had the beautiful dog on the mantelpiece, which has 

turned into an elephant, or the saw behind the toolkit has turned into a tennis 

racket. And the straw hat on the hat stand is now a woollen flat cap. And maybe 

you were even clever enough to spot one or two other things. Hmm. Well done if 

you found them.  

 

Right, let's crack on with today's topic. If I say: 

 

"Hello. I'm Tim. Very pleased to meet you!"  

 

Do you need to know the grammar in that sentence to understand or even use it?  

 

No, you don't. Ideally, it's good to have both a good understanding of grammar as 

well as a wide vocabulary. But for spoken communication, knowing and 

understanding a lot of words and expressions is perhaps, and this may be 

controversial, which is why I say perhaps, more important than knowing a lot of 

grammar.  

 

Having a good vocabulary but weaker grammar skills is probably more useful for 

spoken communication than having good grammar and a poor range of 

vocabulary.  
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The wider your vocabulary, the wider the range of thoughts and ideas you can 

express. It will also help you to understand other speakers of English better. This 

is important in conversation as understanding what other people are saying is 

crucial to good communication.  

 

There are many different situations in which you might be speaking English, from 

more formal situations, like job interviews, medical appointments, giving 

presentations, to more relaxed occasions, like chatting with friends about life, 

love and the latest films or box sets you've been bingeing.  

 

Each of these has a different level of formality and different vocabulary and 

expressions that are commonly used. Phrases that have different functions in 

speech are incredibly useful to learn. For example, you can learn what to say if 

you don't understand something, or if you want to agree or disagree, if you want 

to interrupt or even if you want to introduce yourself.  

 

"Hello, I'm Tim, very pleased to meet you!”  

 

Very pleased to meet you, too!  

 

There are many places you can learn vocabulary with BBC Learning English from 

'6 Minute Vocabulary', '6 Minute English', 'The English We Speak' and many 

others. You can find links to those below.  

 

But today's challenge comes from the series 'English at Work', which is all about 

the language you might need in a work environment. There's lots of really useful 

functional language throughout this series. But my question for you is to check 

out Episode 10.  

 

What phrases are used for disagreeing with someone? Hmm. See below the video 

for the link, and I'll see you next time for the answer. Good luck and goodbye.  

 

Now, do you know which dinosaur had the largest vocabulary?  

 

The thesaurus! 


