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The story… 

Prickles the sheep has been found! 

Learn language related to… 

sheep 

Need-to-know language 

a master of – very good at (something) 

condition –  level of quality/appearance/working order something or someone is 

in 

herd – group of sheep 

fleece – wool on a sheep 

shearer – person who cuts the wool off sheep 

Answer this… 

What is going to be used to help raise money for the United Nations Refugee 

Agency? 

Watch the video online:  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/english/features/lingohack/ep-200506 

Transcript 

Alice Gray, farmer 

When we saw her across the dam we thought, ‘what is that? It is massive!’ 

Prickles the sheep is a master of self-isolation. She spent seven years alone, lost 

in the Tasmanian bush. 

Alice Gray  

In 2013 there was a huge bushfire and all the fences on our farm were burnt, and 

so we had to rebuild them and we believe that Prickles was trapped in a bush 
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block at the back of our farm then. We didn't know Prickles existed, however we 

had an inkling because we set up some night-time cameras to see if we had any 

deer. And one night, we saw this huge ball, fluffy thing, come and peer into the 

lens, so we had a feeling there was some creature out there. 

So how was Prickles discovered? 

Alice Gray 

It was actually my son Barclay's sixth birthday. And because we're in isolation, we 

couldn’t have a birthday party. So we went up to the back of our farm to have a 

barbeque, and then it was there that we saw across the dam this huge sheep. 

Alice's husband caught the enormous sheep. 

Alice Gray 

He was just clutching this gigantic sheep. She was upside down, her wool is so 

thick. She wasn't very happy about it, but because she's in tremendous condition 

and she's very strong and so it actually took five adults to get her into the back 

of the ute [pick-up truck] to bring her back to the farmyard. 

Prickles is adjusting well to farm life. 

Alice Gray 

She's doing wonderfully. You can probably see her in the background 

somewhere. She is surrounded by a little herd of sheep. She's going to be staying 

in our retirement paddock for the rest of her life. So she's going to spend her 

days in a happy place. 

Alice plans to put Prickles' enormous fleece to good use. 

Alice Gray 

We were talking about how marvellous she is at social distancing. And that got 

us thinking about Covid-19 and the sort of way we could use Prickles' fleece to 

help people. And so we decided to have a ‘guess the weight of her fleece’ 

competition and the money is going to go to UNHCR, which is the United 

Nations Refugee Agency, because if there's one group of people on this planet 

who can't socially isolate, it is refugees. So we have a shearer booked and she's 

going to take off Prickles' fleece and we'll be able to announce the winner. 

Did you get it? 

What is going to be used to help raise money for the United Nations Refugee 

Agency? 

Prickles’ fleece is going to be used in a ‘guess the weight of her fleece’ 

competition. 


