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The story… 

Marvel’s Spider-Man artist teaching children to draw online 

Learn language related to… 

emotions 

Need-to-know language 

a little bit down – slightly unhappy or fed up 

brought a bit of a smile to my face – made me happy 

 

in [really really] good spirits - having a [very] good or positive attitude or mood  
 

a bit worrying – slightly concerning  

 

can't help but feel good – only able to feel happy 

Answer this… 

Why did the children Will Sliney heard from have more free time? 

Watch the video online:  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/english/features/lingohack/200408 

 

Transcript 

So my name is Will Sliney, I'm an artist from Marvel Comics. I've been working for 

Marvel for about eight years, and I'm best known for my work on Spider-Man and 

now Star Wars. You know the schools closed down in Ireland and everyone was a 

little bit down, but someone online had sent me a picture that their kids drew 

because that’s what they were doing with their time off and it brought a bit of a 
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smile to my face, so I figured, you know, I could put a bit of direction on it and, 

you know,  put up a theme for people to draw, thinking it would just get, you 

know, maybe a hundred or so drawings or something like that, but it really just 

took off, and now I have to keep up with the amount of people that want new 

challenges every day.   

It's all for a good reason, it’s all in really really good spirits, so that's good.  

Tom O'Halloran, parent 

With me working from home as well I suppose it's a bit of a challenge when 

you've got kids at home that you need to keep them entertained. So, it was a bit 

worrying in terms of how [we would] the whole logistics would work out, but, 

yeah, with the help of Will and different initiatives like that it's been really 

helpful. 

One, it's doing something creative that kids enjoy and they're all learning from it,  

but two, it's really helping the adults seeing the drawings that the kids are doing. 

You see how happy they are doing them, everyone that's shown a picture of 

themselves with the drawing there seems to be a big smile on their face and you 

can't help but feel good after seeing something like that.  

Did you get it? 

Why did the children Will Sliney heard from have more free time? 

Because the schools in Ireland have closed down. 

  

 


