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Video class available from 31/07/20 

https://bit.ly/englishclass_narrative_tenses 

Language quiz 

Now let’s practise what you learned in the lesson! What's missing from 

these sentences? Change the words in brackets so that they fit in the gaps:  

 

Here’s an example to help you:  

I ______ (walk) to work when I ______ (see) my friend. 

I was walking to work when I saw my friend. 

1. While I ______ (run), it ______ (start) to snow. 

2. I ______ (wake up) late, so I ______ (miss) the bus. 

3. I couldn’t open my door because I ______ (lose) my key! 

4. I nearly ______ (forgot) my passport, but luckily the taxi driver ______ 

(remind) me to check! 

5. I ______ (see) her at the wedding and ______ (realise)  

I ______ (go) to school with her. 

6. I ______ (make) a cup of tea when I ______ (remember) I_______ 

(not/buy) any milk. 

 

 

Well done! Now you can check your answers at the bottom of the next 

page. 
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Speaking and writing practice 

Now practise writing and speaking with a friend. You're going to tell a 

story using the past simple, past continuous and past perfect.  

 

1. Find a photo from your last holiday. 

For example: a picture of your family getting ready to go on holiday. 

 

2. Write a sentence about something that happened before what you 

can see. 

For example: We had decided to go to the beach the day before. 

 

3. Write a sentence about an action in progress at that time and 

something that interrupted it. 

For example: We were packing the car when it started to rain. 

 

4. Write a sentence about what happened next. 

For example: We drove to the beach and I learned to surf. 

 

5. Tell your story to a friend. 

 

How did you do? Did you use what we looked at in the lesson? Use these 

questions to check. 

 

1. Did you use past perfect for the things that happened before 

what was in the picture? 

2. Did you use the past continuous and past simple to talk about a 

background action that was interrupted by another action? 

3. Did you use past simple for what happened next?  

 

Answers to exercise on page 1 

1. While I was running, it started to snow. 

2. I woke up/had woken up late, so I missed the bus. 

3. I couldn’t open my door because I had lost my key! 

4. I nearly forgot my passport, but luckily, the taxi driver reminded me to 

check! 

5. I saw her at the wedding and realised I had gone to school with her. 

6. I was making a cup of tea when I remembered I hadn’t bought any milk. 


