
Storm Watching with Weather Watchers

http://www.bbc.co.uk/weatherwatchers/

Storm Photography 
Storms of all types provide the opportunity for 
dramatic weather photographs, and with a 
little effort you can take excellent pictures. 
However storms are also dangerous, and high 
winds and floods are not to be treated lightly.   

Storms can vary in intensity. In the last few 
years the Met Office have been naming storms 
to help raise awareness. A storm will be 
named when it has the potential to cause an 
amber 'be prepared' or red 'take action' 
warning. You should always take care when 
out in extreme whether but if a storm is 
named it indicates that it could be serious and 
you need to be extra vigilant. 

See https://www.bbc.co.uk/weather/
warnings for current weather warnings 

Always think about your safety when taking 
photos, especially when it’s windy or raining 
hard and follow any safety advice that may be 
issued by official agencies.  

Weather Watchers takes your safety very 
seriously and will not feature photographs 
where it looks like you might have been in a 
dangerous situation when you took the 
photo, however dramatic the weather may 
look. 

About The Great Storm 
The winds which swept across southern 
Britain in October 1987 left the worst-hit 
areas totally devastated. Eighteen people 
lost their lives in winds which reached 100 
mph (161 km/h). The storm uprooted 
millions of trees, ripped roofs off buildings, 
destroyed cars and even reduced an Isle of 
Wight pier to a pile of flotsam.  

The storm was not exceptional for the UK, 
and storms of that strength sometimes 
arrive in the north of Scotland. However 
they are much rarer in the more densely-
populated south of England.

Weather Watchers 
If the storm happened today, we’d have many more 
photographs of it. And we’d also have somewhere to put 
them: BBC Weather Watchers, the online community 
where  people can share information and photographs of 
the weather wherever they are. Since it launched in 
2015 it has received over 1.5 million reports, including 
images of storm clouds, lightning, and the aftermath of 
storms.  

Photographs taken by Weather Watchers are used daily 
in BBC weather forecasts on television and also online.  

To join, go to www.bbc.co.uk/weatherwatchers  

Weather Forecasting 
Early weather forecasters worked by hand 
and were slow and unreliable. Today we use 
supercomputers to solve the complex 
equations of fluid motion, physics and 
thermodynamics that we use to describe 
how the atmosphere changes. 

Since 1987 weather forecasting has changed 
enormously, largely thanks to bigger and 
faster computers that can run complex 
models of the weather, but also because we 
are making many more measurements using 
ships, aircraft, weather buoys, radar 
stations, and satellites. 

Storm, Dorset - AnnietayWaterspouts, Suffolk - Offshoresailor

Thunderstorm, Essex - Scott

Storm, County Antrim - Douglas Cecil

Your local library can help you get 
online with Weather Watchers – just 

ask at the information desk


