
Learning Objective
To be able to create a short comic story that can 

be performed as a stand-up comedy routine.



•   On your own, make a list of locations that you are likely to see on your journey home 
from school this evening (public buildings/shops/parks/houses/others). 

•   Share your list with the person sitting next to you. Are there any places that you have 
a shared experience of? Choose one that you think the other people in the room would 
also understand a story about. 

•   Now make a spider diagram of any activities or events that might happen at your 
chosen place, including even the most mundane of tasks. For example, if your choice is 
a take-away restaurant, you might see staff cooking meals, using the till or mopping the 
floor, or customers queuing and ordering their food. 

•   Again, choose one of these activities or events to focus on in your work – which one do 
you think has the most comic potential? Could something go wrong that would make the 

Starter 



•   As a class, watch the stimulus clip of Josh Widdicombe talking about doing a charity 
walk in Wellington boots filled with hot custard. View the clip online  at bbc.co.uk/
comedyclassroom on the Secondary page. As you watch, try to identify where Josh has 
used the techniques of metaphor, sarcasm and slapstick in his routine. When the clip is 
finished, discuss with the class. 

•   Take your chosen location from the starter activity. Write an exaggerated metaphor 
that describes your chosen location. “I was in X the other day. It was like being in...” 

•     Now write down a slapstick event that could have happened in your location that you 
think might cause people to laugh. Try to describe the event in two or three sentences 
that are punchy and get straight to the point. 

•   Finish your short routine with a sarcastic comment that you think sums up how you felt 
about the whole situation. 

•    Now practice speaking your routine with your writing partner. Try to give each other tips 
and advice about moments where you think that the audience will laugh and where you 

Main activity (2) 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p03nw1s5


•   Q&A: What makes a piece of performance suitable for a “family audience”? Check 
your work doesn’t contain any bad language and isn’t likely to be offensive to anyone 
watching. Also, what makes a quality, supportive audience and creates the right 
atmosphere for a stand-up to feel comfortable? 

•   Share some of the short routines with the rest of the class using a prop or real 
microphone and stand if you have them (this is not a requirement) and stand at the 
front of the class. After each routine, try to pick out moments that worked well in the 
story and moments you think have an opportunity to improve. 

Plenary 



HOMEWORK/EXTENSION

Develop your routine further by using other techniques in the Comedy 
Toolbox. Is there a way that your routine could include absurdity? 
Could you misdirect the audience to think one thing then tell them 
another? Perhaps you can lead into a second story in your routine. 


