
Learning Objective

To understand how to create short, 
effective comedy captions.



•   Look at the five pictures of everyday images and their descriptions. Discuss whether 
any of them are inherently funny and why? 

•   In your writing pairs, rearrange the definitions of the pictures to see which combinations 
you find the funniest. For example, an elephant... something you put on your head to 
keep yourself warm. Write down your three best findings.

•   Report back. Discuss why juxtaposition and absurdity can make what is usually an 
ordinary statement funny for an audience.

Starter 



A bobble hat A saxophone A banana An elephant A toilet brush

Something you 
put on your head 

to keep warm

Something you 
blow into to make 
beautiful music

Something 
that makes 
a tasty and 

healthy snack

Something 
you can see 

roaming around 
the plains of Africa

Something you 
can give your 
toilet a good 

scrubbing with

Caption starter images



      •   Look at picture A. Try to forget any information that 
you may know about the characters or the sort of 
people they are. Pretend this is just an ordinary scene 
with ordinary people.

•  Write down the five W’s and the H of questioning. (Who? What? Why? When? Where? How?)

•   Write down six speculative questions to ask your partner, one for each of the question types. 
For example, who are the people in the background? What is the object that the woman is 
holding? Why is the grey-haired man looking worried? When will they realise there is someone 
behind them? Where in the world are they? How did those bars get on their heads?

•   Give the class one minute to ask their six questions to their partner, noting down their 
answers. Be strict with time so that they give short answers and do not think too long 
on their response. Remember that we are aiming for comedy so the more absurd the 
better. After a minute, swap over with your partner and ask the questions from the other 
member of the pair.

•    Repeat the task for picture B.

Main activity  



Picture A 



Picture B 



Extra picture 



•  Choose one of the two pictures. Using the absurd answers you were given by your 
partner, write a short paragraph explaining who the characters are, what is happening, 
when it takes place etc.

•  Share some of the more absurd stories with the rest of the class. Identify between you 
which parts of the new descriptions are funniest.

•    Now try to sum up your story into one sentence. It might be a sentence describing 
something happening in the picture from outside or you might choose to sum up what is 
going on as one of the characters in the picture. Either way, remember to make it short 
and to the point.

Main activity (2) 



•   Using sticky tac, create a gallery around the edge of the room of all the pictures and 
captions in the class. Students should look at each one and pick their favourites.

•  Nominate two students’ choices and one teacher’s choice as good examples.

•   What was it that people enjoyed about these captions. Do they have anything in 
common in the way they are written?

Plenary 



HOMEWORK/EXTENSION

Try looking through some magazines and newspapers and find some 
pictures that catch your eye. Does it make it harder or easier to make 
a caption for a picture if you already know who the characters in the 
picture are? Try bringing in other techniques from the Comedy Toolbox 
that may draw out the humour in the pictures.


