
Comedy Toolbox

Repetition Slapstick

Absurdity

Spoof Combinations

As any good comedian will tell you, there is more than one way to get a belly-aching, side-
splitting laugh from your audience. In this Comedy Toolbox, we have brought together some of 
the different techniques that can be used to create a fantastic piece of comedy.  Just like when 
you are building something, you’ll need to use a range of comedy tools for different comedy 
jobs. All comedians use these tools – and they should come in handy when you are creating 
your very best comedy captions, sketches and jokes. 

N.B. Teachers - We have coloured the comedy tools to match with the activity sequences we explore in this pack.

This is when you use the same word 
or phrase over and over (and over) 

again to make what people say 
sound funnier.

 “I like beans. Runner beans, broad 
beans, kidney beans, baked beans, 

big beans, small beans. I REALLY 
like beans.” 

This is when you make up your own funny version of a 
TV show, film or situation that already exists.  

“Welcome back to Moos Round - bringing you 
everything you ever wanted to know about cows.” 

This is when you bring together two things that 
don’t normally go side by side to make your jokes 

funny. Sometimes we call this juxtaposition.

“Being Queen is a wholly important job with 
lots of responsibility. Meeting world leaders, 

attending state banquets...remembering to put 
the bins out on a Tuesday. It’s very hard work.” 

This is when you get a laugh 
by doing or saying something 

completely unexpected – in fact, 
something completely random.

“Teacher: What is the capital of 
France? Student: Badgers?”

This is when you use visual humour 
– falling over, dropping something, 

bumping into someone – rather than 
people speaking to get a laugh.

“The headteacher is walking 
down the corridor. She sees a 

banana skin on the floor, steps 
round it, and carries on walking. 
Then she slips on a huge patch of 
grease and falls backwards with 

her legs in the air.”

Metaphor
This is when you highlight a 

characteristic of something by 
describing it as something it is not - 

and if you choose the right metaphor, 
you can get a very funny result.

“My hair isn’t scruffy - I’ve 
purposefully styled it into a bird’s 

nest. In fact I’ve got a family of 
sparrows moving in on Tuesday...”

Reversing
This is where you take a normal 

situation, and make it the opposite 
of what it usually is. Sometimes 

reversing is called inversion.

“If this parents’ evening is to 
go well, we have to look utterly 
professional to parents – so I’ve 

brought us 
all skin-tight bumblebee 

costumes to wear.”

Misdirection
This is when you lead an audience 
to expect one thing, and surprise 
them with an unexpected ending.

“Right team, they’re up two-nil, 
we’re down to 10 players and 
they’ve had 80 percent of the 

possession. There’s only one way 
we’re going to get the better of this 
lot in the second half. Let’s nick the 

ball and hide it in the bushes...”
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