
As well as the Comedy Toolbox - here are some really useful words that you 
might find helpful for putting together your own pieces of comedy writing.

Caricature
This is a character who is an ‘over the 
top’ version of a real person. It’s a little 
bit like doing an impression - but much 
sillier!

Deadpan
A type of joke telling with all the usual 
happy emotion taken out. Usually a 
deadpan comic will also keep their face 
without expression all the way through 
telling their jokes.

Dialogue
A scene or sketch which has at least two 
characters speaking to each other.

Escalation
The process of turning a small joke into a 
bigger and funnier story, usually with an 
over-the-top conclusion.

Farce
A fast-paced piece of set comedy that 
involves a lot of physical comedy, which 
usually contains people entering and 
exiting quickly and characters making 
silly mistakes.

Homophone 
Words which are ‘sound-alikes’ but may 
be spelled differently and have different 
meanings.

One-liner
A joke which is a single sentence but 
packs the punchline in straightaway. 
“Hedgehogs - why can’t they just share 
with everyone else?”

Pace
The speed at which a joke or sketch is 
shared. Controlling the pace means 
controlling when the audience laughs. 

Pun
A homophone that ‘sounds like’ another 
to try and make a cheesy joke. “Making 
this omelette is really EGG-citing!” 

Punchline
The end line or final joke in a funny story or 
sketch. Sometimes referred to as the ‘big 
laugh’.

Satire
A type of comedy which pokes fun at 
life. Sometimes this means making fun 
of people who are usually in charge 
of things, like the government (or even 
school teachers!)

Simile
When we compare things to get a 
comic effect. “Your feet smell worse 
than a skunk’s underpants!” 

Stereotype
An instantly recognisable ‘type’ of 
person who isn’t always a real version. 
A stereotyped doctor is posh and wears 
a white coat; a stereotyped school 
caretaker will be grumpy and jangle keys.
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