
If you’re going to put on a film screening in your own
home, here’s a great way to make the experience more
authentic – create your own vintage home cinema. 
There are two designs to choose from – an old-fashioned
cinema screen and a vintage television. You will need to
ask an adult to help you with some of the fiddly bits.

For the old-fashioned 
cinema screen, you will need:
• A large cardboard box or piece of card
• Paper
• Scissors (ask an adult for help with these)
• Crayons, paint or felt tip pens
• Silver kitchen foil or glitter
• Sticky tape
• Ruler
• String

For the vintage television, 
you will need:
• A large cardboard box or piece of card
• Scissors (ask an adult for help with these)
• Crayons, paint or felt tip pens
• Silver kitchen foil
• Pipe cleaner
• Sticky tape
• Ruler
• String

The basic frame

1 First you’ll need to make a frame for the front 
of your TV or computer screen.    Find a piece of
card that’s slightly larger than your screen. If
you have a big television, try sticking two pieces
of card together. 

2 Mark out a square roughly in the middle of 
the card for your screen to appear through. 
Ask an adult to help you cut out the space.

3 Now you’ve made your basic frame, 
it’s time to decorate it. Think about the 
film you are going to show and 
which design suits it best.
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6 Now take four lengths of string and tape them
securely to the back of your cinema screen
frame. They need to be long enough to tie
round the back of your monitor.

7 Carefully line up your frame with the screen
and then tie the two side strings around the
back of your monitor. Then tie the strings on the
top of the frame to the string that’s already
around the back. Ask an adult to help with this.

You have completed your very own 
cinema screen.

Old-fashioned cinema screen

Before we had televisions in our homes people used
to go to the cinema to watch films much more often.
These old cinemas looked a bit like theatres and
were often used for plays as well as showing films.

1 Old cinemas had curtains which hung in front 
of the screen and you can make them out of
paper. Make sure your paper is big enough to
cover your basic frame, sketch the curtains on
and cut out the shapes.

2 Colour the curtains in bright red with pens,
crayons or paint. You can add details to them 
to make it look grand!

3 Now stick your curtains onto your frame.

4 Add some decoration to the top of your cinema
screen. Try using silver foil or some glitter to
make it look luxurious. Paint the bottom of the
screen black to create the auditorium.

5 Now you need to create your film audience.
Take a new piece of card and draw the heads
and shoulders of your film audience at the
bottom. Remember to draw them from the back
and in silhouette (black shadow). You can vary
them by giving people different ears, hats and
hairstyles – or try drawing members of your
family! Then paint or colour them in black and
stick them to the bottom of your cinema screen.

Top tip: If you want to add more impact,
make another layer of audience members 
on a separate sheet of card and stick them 
on the front.



5 To make the aerial, take a length of pipe
cleaner and bend it into a V-shape (or you
could use two strips of card). Attach the ariel 
to the top of your frame.

6 Now take four lengths of string and tape them
securely to the back of your vintage television
frame. They need to be long enough to tie
round the back of your monitor.

7 Carefully line up your frame with the screen
and then tie the two side strings around the
back of your monitor. Then tie the strings on 
the top of the frame to the string that’s already
around the back. Ask an adult to help with this.

You have completed your very own 
vintage TV frame.

Vintage television set

Televisions didn’t always have remote controls – so
this TV set has dials on one side for changing the
channel and volume. Also, in the late 1960s there
were only three channels to watch: BBC1, BBC2
and ITV. So your dials don’t need to be that big!

1 Take a look at the examples of vintage TV sets 
below. Use the image as a guide to add features 
to your frame.

2 There is a pale area immediately around the
screen, mark out this area and colour in grey
with pens, crayons or paint. The remaining
surrounding area of the frame was often dark
brown or black.

3 Now make your dials. Take a piece of
cardboard and cut out two circles. Paint the two
circles silver or cover them in silver kitchen foil
and fix them to the front of your frame 
with glue.

4 Around the dials, add some markings – the
names of the channels and a volume scale 
from 1 to 10.

Top tip:
You could use bottle tops as dials. 

Find out more
Download more history activities to try out 
at home, watch history animations and find
events and activities taking place near you 
on the Hands on History website:
bbc.co.uk/history
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