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APPENDICES: GUIDANCE TO ELECTIONS IN ENGLAND, SCOTLAND AND 

WALES, 3RD MAY 2012 

 

Introduction 

 

1. SCOTLAND – LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS 

2. WALES – LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS 

3. ENGLAND (OUTSIDE THE GLA)  

4. GREATER LONDON AUTHORITY (INCLUDING LONDON MAYORAL) 

ELECTIONS 

5. List of “Appropriate programmes” for minimum coverage. 

 

Introduction 

 

This Guidance should be read in conjunction with the Election Guidelines  

 

Each section (1 – 4) is specific to output in the relevant nation or region – all four 

sections apply to all UK-wide output. 

 

Party Coverage 

Deciding respective levels of coverage for different political parties - who have varying levels of 

political support - requires, primarily, good and impartial editorial judgement. There will be 

legitimate differences in interpretation and application for different programmes and formats.  

 

Advice is available, on a case by case basis, from the Chief Adviser, Politics, both before and 

throughout the campaign. 

 

So although each outlet must ensure its coverage is proportionate between the parties, that 

should be treated as a guide rather than as a set mathematical formula. However, there must be 

good editorial reasons for any significant variation and these cannot supersede the over-riding 

obligation for due impartiality and fairness.  

 

Content producers should have regard to which policy areas are in the domain of different sorts 

of councils across the UK and are, therefore, directly at issue in these elections. UK-wide services 

need to consider the relative levels of coverage they give to each election in order to ensure due 

impartiality for parties standing candidates in different parts of the UK. 

 

The relative amount of coverage given to political parties in each election should reflect levels of 

past and/or current electoral support. In considering this, the following factors should be given 

due weight by editors and content producers:  

 

 performance at the last equivalent election (eg the GLA elections in 2008) in terms of 

representation and/or share of the vote. 

 

 performance in subsequent elections, where relevant  

 

 other relevant evidence of current electoral support  

 

 the number of candidates a party fields in the election  
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The following Guidance is aimed at ensuring minimum levels of coverage – it does not set a 

maximum.  

 

This Guidance will remain open to amendment by the BBC Executive due to any new relevant 

evidence of current political support until the day after the close of nominations. Further detail of 

relevant levels of electoral support is available on the BBC Analysis and Research website. 

http://bbcapps2498/contact_us.aspx 

 

  

Nb: Asterisks in Appendices 1 – 4 refer to details of “appropriate programmes” in Appendix 5. 

http://bbcapps2498/contact_us.aspx
http://bbcapps2498/contact_us.aspx
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APPENDIX ONE 

 

1. LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS IN SCOTLAND 

 

1.1  The Elections 

 

There will be polling on 3rd May, 2012 across Scotland, for elections in all 32 unitary authorities 

using the Single Transferable Vote system. There are a total of 1,222 seats being contested. The 

Election Period in Scotland begins on 22nd March 2012. 

 

1.2  Coverage 

 

This Appendix applies to content intended for broadcast in Scotland (including UK-wide and 

online material) when there is any coverage of the Scottish local elections: as a whole, of an 

individual council or ward or a group of councils or wards.  

 

1.3  Larger Parties in Scotland 

 

Parties which gained substantial levels of electoral support in Scotland at the 2007 local elections 

were: 

 

Labour, SNP, the Conservatives and the Liberal Democrats. 

 

Taking account of this and levels of electoral support over a series of different types of elections, 

these parties should receive broadly similar levels of coverage where it is directly related to the 

2012 Scottish local government elections. 

 

These parties will have – as a minimum – their manifesto/election launch (or equivalent event) 

covered on appropriate network TV and radio news programmes* and online. 

 

1.4     Smaller Parties in Scotland 

 

The Scottish Green Party, in demonstrating some electoral support will normally receive coverage 

on BBC Scotland proportionate to the larger parties and more than those parties with less 

evidence of electoral support. 

 

All parties fielding candidates in at least one-sixth of the seats available in Scotland (204) will have 

– as a minimum – their manifesto/election launch (or equivalent event) covered on appropriate TV 

and radio news current affairs programmes and online on BBC Scotland**. 

 

If other programmes choose to cover the elections, they must be consistent and treat parties 

reaching this threshold in a proportionate way.  

 

Parties standing candidates in less than one-sixth of the seats in Scotland, but which are running 

serious campaigns, should also receive some coverage during the election period. 

 

In deciding what coverage is appropriate for each of the Smaller Parties, as well as bearing in mind 

how the electorate voted in the 2007 elections and at subsequent different elections, output areas 

should also take note of evidence of current electoral support, such as a consistent trend in 
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opinion polls, as well as relevant political circumstances. Additional coverage should be considered 

when programmes focus on issues where smaller parties have a distinctive point of view.  

 

In addition there will be circumstances in which there is a likelihood of No Overall Control within 

a council (27 out of 32 were NoC in 2007), meaning it will be editorially appropriate for any one 

or more of the smaller parties to receive more coverage, for instance, in the context of “coalition-

building”. 

 

1.5 Independents 

Independent candidates attract significant levels of support in some Scottish local elections. The 

audience will expect that to be reflected in relevant coverage. Independent candidates should be 

given proportionate coverage (up to similar levels to the larger parties in some wards or councils), 

where they have demonstrated: 

 

 significant previous electoral support (eg are incumbents) 

 there is evidence of significant current electoral support. 

In addition there will be circumstances in which there is a likelihood of No Overall Control within 

a council (27 out of 32 were NoC in 2007), meaning it will be editorially appropriate for any one 

or more independent candidates to receive more coverage, for instance, in the context of 

“coalition-building”. 

 

Relevant output should also take into account the political context in which candidates are 

standing: for instance, where an Independent candidate subscribes to a political party, or where a 

group of Independents are acting together, whether or not on a common manifesto; the objective 

will be to ensure the audience is given clear and accurate information and that due weight is 

applied to the various political perspectives. 

 

Further advice on coverage of smaller parties and independents can be sought from 

the Chief Adviser, Politics. 
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APPENDIX TWO 

 

2.  LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS IN WALES 

 

2.1 The Elections 

 

There will be polling on 3rd May, 2012 across Wales, for elections in 21 of the 22 unitary 

authorities using “First Past the Post” system. (Elections in Ynys Mon/Anglesey have been 

postponed until 2013).There are a total of 1,224 seats being contested. The Election Period in 

Wales begins on 27th March 2012. 

 

2.2 Coverage 

 

This Appendix applies to content intended for broadcast in Wales (including UK-wide and online 

material) when there is any coverage of the Welsh local government elections: as a whole, of an 

individual council or ward or a group of councils or wards.  

 

2.3 Larger Parties in Wales 

 

Parties which gained substantial levels of electoral support in Wales at the 2008 local elections 

were: 

 

Labour, Plaid Cymru, the Conservatives and the Liberal Democrats  

 

Taking account of this and levels of electoral support over a series of different types of elections, 

these parties should receive broadly similar levels of coverage where it is directly related to the 

2012 Welsh local government elections. 

 

These parties will have – as a minimum – their manifesto launch (or equivalent event) covered on 

appropriate network TV and radio news programmes* and online. 

 

2.4 Smaller Parties in Wales 

 

All parties fielding candidates in at least one-sixth of the seats available in Wales (204) will have – 

as a minimum – their manifesto/election launch (or equivalent event) covered on appropriate TV 

and radio news current affairs programmes and online on BBC Wales**. 

 

If other programmes choose to cover the elections, they must be consistent and treat parties 

reaching this threshold in a proportionate way.  

 

Parties standing candidates in less than one-sixth of the seats in Wales, but which are running 

serious campaigns, should also receive some coverage during the election period. 

 

In deciding what coverage is appropriate for each of the Smaller Parties, as well as bearing in mind 

how the electorate voted in the 2008 elections and at subsequent different elections, output areas 

should also take note of evidence of current electoral support, such as a consistent trend in 

opinion polls, as well as relevant political circumstances. Additional coverage should be considered 

when programmes focus on issues where smaller parties have a distinctive point of view.  

 

In addition there will be circumstances in which there is a likelihood of No Overall Control within 

a council (12 out of 22 were NoC in 2008), meaning it will be editorially appropriate for any one 
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or more of the smaller parties to receive more coverage, for instance, in the context of “coalition-

building”. 

 

2.5  Independents 

 

Independent candidates attract significant levels of support in some Welsh local government 

elections. The audience will expect that to be reflected in relevant coverage. Independent 

candidates should be given proportionate coverage (up to similar levels to the larger parties in 

some wards or councils), where they have demonstrated: 

 

 significant previous electoral support (eg are incumbents) 

 there is evidence of significant current electoral support. 

 

In addition there will be circumstances in which there is a likelihood of No Overall Control within 

a council (12 out of 22 were NoC in 2008), meaning it will be editorially appropriate for any one 

or more independent candidates to receive more coverage, for instance, in the context of 

“coalition-building”. 

 

Relevant output should also take into account the political context in which candidates are 

standing: for instance, where an Independent candidate subscribes to a political party, or where a 

group of Independents are acting together, whether or not on a common manifesto; the objective 

will be to ensure the audience is given clear and accurate information and that due weight is 

applied to the various political perspectives. 

 

Further advice on coverage of smaller parties and independents can be sought from 

the Chief Adviser, Politics. 
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APPENDIX THREE 

 

3. LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS IN ENGLAND (outside the GLA). 

3.1  The Elections 

 

There will be polling on 3rd May 2012 for local government elections in parts of England (outside 

the Greater London Authority), using “First Past the Post”, taking place in: 

 

 all 36 Metropolitan authorities 

 74 District councils 

 18 Unitary authorities 

 

There are a total of 2,383 seats being contested in England (outside GLA). 

 

The Election Period begins on 27th March 2012. 

  

3.2 Coverage 

 

This Appendix applies to content intended for broadcast where elections are taking place in 

England (including UK-wide and online material) when there is any coverage of the English local 

government elections: as a whole, of an individual council or ward or a group of councils or 

wards.  

 

3.3  Larger Parties in England 

 

Parties which gained substantial levels of electoral support in England at the 2008 local elections 

were: 

 

Conservatives, Labour and the Liberal Democrats. 

 

Taking account of this and levels of electoral support over a series of different types of elections, 

these parties should receive broadly similar levels of coverage where it is directly related to the 

2012 English local government elections. 

 

3.4      Smaller Parties in England 

 

The Green Party, in demonstrating some electoral support, will normally receive coverage on 

appropriate network output* proportionate to the larger parties and more than those parties with 

less evidence of electoral support. 

 

All parties fielding candidates in at least one-sixth of the seats available in England (398^) will have 

– as a minimum – their manifesto launch (or equivalent event) covered on appropriate network 

TV and radio news programmes* and online. 

 

If other programmes choose to cover the elections, they must be consistent and treat parties 

reaching this threshold in a proportionate way.  

 
 

Parties standing candidates in less than one-sixth of the seats in England, but which are running 

serious campaigns, should also receive some coverage during the election period. 
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In deciding what coverage is appropriate for each of the Smaller Parties, as well as bearing in mind 

how the electorate voted in the 2008 elections and at subsequent different elections, we should 

also take note of evidence of current electoral support, such as a consistent trend in opinion polls, 

as well as relevant political circumstances. Additional coverage should be considered when 

programmes focus on issues where smaller parties have a distinctive point of view.  

 

In addition there will be circumstances in which there is a possibility of No Overall Control within 

a council, meaning it will be editorially appropriate for any one or more of the smaller parties to 

receive more coverage, for instance, in the context of “coalition-building”. 

 

3.5  Independents 

 

Independent candidates attract significant levels of support in many local elections and the 

audience will expect that to be reflected in relevant coverage. Independent candidates should be 

given proportionate coverage (up to similar levels to the larger parties in some wards or councils), 

where they have demonstrated: 

 

 significant previous electoral support (eg are incumbents) 

 there is evidence of significant current electoral support. 

 

In addition there will be circumstances in which there is a possibility of No Overall Control within 

a council, meaning it will be editorially appropriate for any one or more independent candidates to 

receive more coverage, for instance, in the context of “coalition-building”. 

 

Relevant output should also take into account the political context in which candidates are 

standing: for instance, where an Independent candidate subscribes to a political party, or where a 

group of Independents are acting together, whether or not on a common manifesto; the objective 

will be to ensure the audience is given clear and accurate information and that due weight is 

applied to the various political perspectives. 

 

Further advice on coverage of smaller parties and independents can be sought from 

the Chief Adviser, Politics. 
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APPENDIX FOUR 

 

4. ELECTIONS IN THE GREATER LONDON AUTHORITY 

- The London Mayoral election 

- Elections to the London Assembly. 

 

4.1 The Elections 

 

Polling on 3rd May 2012 in the area of the Greater London Authority will be to elect: 

 

 the Mayor of London by the “Supplementary Vote” system; 

 

 25 members of the London Assembly using the Additional Member system: 

 

- 14 constituency members of the London Assembly by “First Past the Post;” 

- 11 party list members to Top Up seats in the London Assembly, from across the 

GLA.  

 

Please note: the Election Period for the GLA elections begins on 20th March 2012. 

 

 4.2 Coverage 

 

This Appendix applies to content intended for broadcast in London (including UK-wide and online 

material) when there is any coverage of the GLA elections: as a whole, of the Mayoral or London 

Assembly elections, or of individual constituencies.  

 

4.3 Larger Parties in London 

 

Parties which gained the most substantial levels of electoral support in the 2008 GLA elections 

were the Conservatives and Labour. Taking account of this and levels of electoral support over a 

series of different types of elections, these parties should receive broadly similar levels of coverage 

where it is directly related to the 2012 GLA elections. 

 

Other parties which gained substantial levels of electoral support in the 2008 GLA elections were 

the Liberal Democrats and the Green Party.  Taking account of this and levels of electoral support 

over a series of different types of elections, these parties should receive broadly similar levels of 

coverage where it is directly related to the 2012 GLA elections.  

 

In some programmes and formats, these four parties should receive similar levels of coverage. 

This may include debates, items detailing distinctive policies, as well as sequences of interviews 

with Mayoral candidates or other senior party figures or candidates. 

 

 

4.4 Smaller Parties in London 

 

The only other party which won representation in the London Assembly in 2008 was the British 

National Party.  Taking account of this and levels of electoral support over a series of different 

types of elections, means the audience will expect its campaign to be reported more substantively 

than those of other smaller parties who were not represented.  
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For BBC London, appropriate programmes should ensure that the BNP are given a proportionate 

share of the coverage each week. Where the larger parties are featuring regularly, the BNP should 

have a minimum of one appearance a week on each appropriate programme strand**. On 

network, appropriate daily news programmes* which cover the campaigns of the larger parties in 

London, should ensure that the BNP campaign is covered at least once during the course of the 

campaign. 

 

For those parties who did not win representation in the Assembly, if they are: 

 

 standing a candidate in the Mayoral Election  

  

and either 

 

 standing candidates in all London Assembly constituencies 

or 

 

 standing a full slate of candidates in the top-up list for the London Assembly 

 

they should have, as a minimum, the launch of their manifesto/election campaign (or equivalent 

event) covered by BBC London on television and on radio**, as well as online.  

 

If other programmes choose to cover the elections, they must be consistent and treat parties 

reaching this threshold in a proportionate way.  

 

In deciding what coverage is appropriate for each of the Smaller Parties, as well as bearing in mind 

how the electorate voted in the 2008 elections and at subsequent different elections, output areas 

should also take note of evidence of current electoral support, such as a consistent trend in 

opinion polls as well as changed political circumstances. Additional levels of coverage should be 

considered when programmes focus on issues where smaller parties have a distinctive point of 

view.  

 

Exceptionally, parties with a candidate for Mayor, but without a full slate of candidates in either 

part of the London Assembly elections, or parties with sufficient candidates for the London 

Assembly elections, but without a Mayoral candidate, may be given the same minimum level of 

coverage, if there is evidence from political intelligence, robust opinion polling, etc. of substantial 

electoral support. 

 

The audience will be referred, as appropriate and as a minimum, to the full list on BBC News 

Online of all parties and candidates standing. 

  

4.5 Independents 

 

Coverage of Independent candidates, either in the Mayoral election or the election for the London 

Assembly, will depend on evidence of any past or current electoral support, as well as political 

circumstances and editorial judgment. 

Relevant output should take into account the political context in which candidates are standing: 

for instance, where an Independent candidate subscribes to a political party, or where a group of 

Independents are acting together, whether or not on a common manifesto; the objective will be to 
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ensure the audience is given clear and accurate information and that due weight is applied to the 

various political perspectives. 

 

Care must be taken to ensure that any such candidates who have a newsworthy personal profile 

are not given disproportionate coverage which would give them an unfair advantage. 

 

Further advice on coverage of smaller parties and independents can be sought from 

the Chief Adviser, Politics. 
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APPENDIX FIVE 

 

List of “Appropriate Programmes” which will carry minimum levels of coverage: 

 

* Network: 

- at least two of the main bulletins on BBC One (ie One, Six or Ten) 

- the News Channel (5 News Hour) 

- Radio 4 1800 News 

- Five Live (Drive) 

- BBC Online 

 

**  BBC Scotland:            ) 

     BBC Wales:               )             TV:     1830 programme;  Radio:  Drivetime Show 

     BBC London:             )              

      

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


