
 
 
 
14th December 2011 
 
 
Freedom of Information request – RFI20111412 
 
Thank you for your request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (the Act) 
dated 16th November 2011 requesting the following: 

 
I would like to request under the freedom of information act how much the BBC 
spent on staff Christmas parties last year and in 2009. Also, how much has the 
corporation budgeted away for Christmas parties this year? 

 
You subsequently modified your request on 18th November to: 

 
I would like to revise an earlier request made under the freedom of information act 
of how much the BBC spent on staff Christmas parties last year and in 2009 and 
how much has the corporation budgeted away for Christmas parties this year. I 
would also like to know the venues where the Christmas parties were held last year, 
in 2009 and where they will be held this year. 
 

The reference number for your request is RFI20111412.  
 
Since 2009 the BBC’s Expenses Policy has stated that the BBC will not contribute to 
Christmas events and for 2011 it reads as follows: 
 

1.3.1 Christmas parties and annual events 
It is recognised that at certain times of the year a social occasion for all staff to mix 
informally may be appropriate. It is usual for you to make a contribution towards 
the cost of such an occasion, but where your contribution does not cover the actual 
cost, the business unit may meet the difference, with the approval of your 
authorising manager. However, it has been decided that the BBC will not contribute 
to Christmas events in 2011. A cumulative total of costs per person during the tax 
year is kept, and provided the BBC’s contribution to such annual events is within the 
limits set by HM Revenue & Customs no tax liability would arise. 

 



2009  
 
As mentioned above, for Christmas 2009, the BBC’s Expenses Policy was changed to 
state that the BBC will not contribute to Christmas events for staff. 
 
However, prior to this change in policy the Hereford and Worcester radio station 
had already arranged a Christmas party to which they were contractually committed, 
the details of which are available below. 
 
 

 Location Cost £  
Hereford and 
Worcester 

The White House Hotel, Worcester £483.00 

 
 
2010 
 
To the best of my knowledge, in two areas local managers decided it would be 
appropriate to contribute to festive staff events at a low cost per head.  The details 
of which are available below. 
 

Division/event Location Cost 
BBC Northern Ireland  - Christmas 
reception for current and retired 
members of BBC staff. 

Broadcasting House, 
Belfast 

2,078.60 

BBC World Service Broadcasting – 
all language service staff invited to 
seasonal get together. 

Bush House, London 315.00 

 
The BBC Northern Ireland lunchtime event was for existing and retired staff and 
included a short address on some of the challenges and achievements of the 
preceding 12 months and the contribution of those attending in making BBC 
Northern Ireland a successful and creative organisation.  The event for language staff 
in the World Service followed a restructuring of BBC World Service Languages 
which combined the three regional departments into one combined Languages 
Department.   
 
In order to conclusively confirm that the BBC did not meet the cost of any other 
Christmas events I would have to conduct various searches of the BBC’s systems.  
The BBC’s finance and business system which includes our purchasing system does 
not include a category for the cost of Christmas events. Therefore, to confirm 
conclusively whether the cost of any other Christmas events was met by the BBC I 
estimate would take more than two and a half days; under section 12 of the Act, we 



are allowed to refuse to handle the request if it would exceed the appropriate limit.  
The appropriate limit has been set by the Regulations (SI 2004/3244) as being £450 
(equivalent to two and a half days work, at an hourly rate of £25) would exceed that 
of the stipulated 2.5 days.  
 
If the cost of a Christmas event had been reimbursed via expenses (which is 
extremely unlikely given the controls which are in place) it would be difficult to 
identify this as the BBC’s expenses system does not have a claim type for Christmas 
parties and therefore I estimate that it would take more than two and a half days to 
check for such expenditure.  More than 100,000 claims are made each year and the 
claims usually include several items/lines.  There are potentially at least three claim 
sub-types which claims for such expenditure may be made against.  This means that if 
a report was run we would have to review a considerable number of lines of data 
and there is a possibility that the information would not be available.   
 
2011 
 
As regards 2011 we do not hold centrally details of any funds budgeted for 
Christmas parties.  However, given that the Expenses Policy for the third year states 
that the BBC will not contribute to Christmas events for staff I would not expect 
any spend to have been budgeted for such purposes.   
 
Appeal Rights  
 
If you are not satisfied with this response you have the right to an internal review by 
a BBC senior manager or legal adviser. Please contact us at the address above, 
explaining what you would like us to review and including your reference number. If 
you are not satisfied with the internal review, you can appeal to the Information 
Commissioner. The contact details are: Information Commissioner's Office, Wycliffe 
House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF, telephone 01625 545 700 or see 
http://www.ico.gov.uk  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Angela Sargeant 
Head of Expenses Management 


