
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
4th August 2011 
 
 
 
Freedom of Information request – RFI20110804 
 
Thank you for your request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (“the Act”) dated 8th July 
2011 requesting the following: 
 

1. Please could you provide me with a breakdown of taxi fares paid for by the BBC in the 
financial year 2010/11, showing the total spend and the spend by various departments? 

 
2. For the financial year 2010/11 please tell me how much was spent on private hire cars? 

 
The reference number for your request is RFI20110804.  
 
The BBC publishes travel related spend covering hotels, taxis, air and rail travel and hire cars on a 
six monthly basis by division and by month.  Spend for 2010/11 for the first six months has already 
been published.  The BBC intends to publish the second half of financial year 2010/11 which will 
include October 2010 to March 2011, in August 2011.  Please be advised that I am withholding 
these details under section 22 (1) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (‘the Act’) because it is 
intended for future publication. 
 
As section 22 is a qualified exemption, we are required under s 2(2) of the Act to assess whether 
the public interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing the 
information ahead of the planned Schedule. In favour of release we considered that there is 
generally a public interest in increasing the accountability and transparency of publicly-funded 
organisations. However, we do not consider that there is a particular public interest in the early 
release of this information. The factors in favour of disclosing this information in line with the 
planned schedule include: 
 



 

 The information, when published, will be presented in the context of helpful background 
information and context. There is a public interest in ensuring efficient use of BBC 
resource and in the general public receiving information in a way that enables them to 
understand and interpret it. 

 
 It is in the public interest that this information should be disclosed to all licence-fee payers 

at the same time, rather than provided in advance to one individual. 
 
I am therefore satisfied, in terms of section 2 of the Act, that in all the circumstances of the case, 
the public interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing the 
information ahead of schedule and that it is reasonable in all the circumstances to withhold this 
information from disclosure until publication which I expect to be during August 2011. 
 
Please find the link below for published spend. 
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/foi/classes/what_we_spend_and_how_we_spend_it/annual_travel_spen
d.pdf 
 
Appeal Rights  
If you are not satisfied with this response you have the right to an internal review by a BBC senior 
manager or legal adviser. Please contact us at the address above, explaining what you would like us 
to review and including your reference number. If you are not satisfied with the internal review, 
you can appeal to the Information Commissioner. The contact details are: Information 
Commissioner's Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF, telephone 
01625 545 700 or see http://www.ico.gov.uk  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Angela Sargeant 
Head of Expenses Management 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 


