
 
 

 

 

 
 

18 August 2011 

 
 

 

 
Freedom of Information Act 2000 – RFI20110795 

 

Thank you for your request under the Freedom of Information Act (‘the Act’) of 07 July 2011, seeking: 
 

1. All correspondence and communications (including emails) between Mark Thompson, the Director 

General of the BBC and John Smith, the Chief Executive of BBC Worldwide which in any way relates 
to proposals to and or calls for the privatisation of BBC Worldwide. 

 

2. All correspondence and communications (including emails) between Mark Thompson and Lord Patten, 
the chair of the BBC Trust, which in any way relates to proposals to and or calls for the privatisation of 

BBC Worldwide.  

 
3. All correspondence and communications (including emails) between Mark Thompson and Jeremy 

Hunt, the Culture Secretary which relates in any way to proposals to and or calls for the privatisation 

of BBC Worldwide. 
 

4. All correspondence and communications (including emails) between Mark Thompson and George 

Osborne, the Chancellor which relates to any way to proposals to and or calls for the privatisation of 
BBC Worldwide. 

  

Parts 1, 3 and 4 of your request 
 

In accordance with section 1(1) of the Act, I can confirm that the BBC does not hold information of relevance 

to parts 1, 3 and 4 of your request.  
 

 

 
 



 

 

Part 2 of your request 
 

Please find attached as disclosure document 1 the information that is held by the BBC of relevance to part 2 of 

your request. 
 

You will see that we are withholding a small amount of information under section 43(2) of the Act – 

commercial interests.  This is because disclosure would be likely to prejudice the commercial interests of the 
BBC and BBC Worldwide Limited (BBC Worldwide) as it would be likely to:   

 

• prejudice the negotiating position of BBC Worldwide in ongoing and future contractual negotiations;  
• have a detrimental impact on the commercial revenue of the BBC and BBC Worldwide; 

• weaken the BBC and BBC Worldwide’s position in a competitive environment by revealing market-

sensitive information or information of potential usefulness to competitors; 
• Diminish the ability of BBC Worldwide to gain the maximum value from its global strategy, resulting in 

a negative impact on revenue flows from BBC Worldwide to the BBC for reinvestment in 

programmes. 
 

As section 43 is a qualified exemption, the BBC is required by section 2(2) of the Act to consider the public 

interest factors in this case.  Specifically, we looked at whether in all the circumstances of the case, the public 
interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information.   

 

In favour of disclosure, we recognised that there is a public interest in transparency in the accountability of the 
BBC’s decision-making process and in disclosing information that demonstrates that the BBC's commercial 

activities are conducted in an appropriate manner.   

 
On the other hand, in considering factors that might weigh in favour of the public interest in withholding, we 

took into account that there is a strong public interest in the BBC and BBC Worldwide maintaining a strong 

bargaining position during contractual negotiations in order to maximise returns for the licence fee and tax 
payer, and investment into programming. 

 

We also considered that disclosure is likely to discourage BBC Worldwide and other companies involved in 
such negotiations in the future from providing the BBC with commercially sensitive information.  This would 

severely undermine the BBC’s ability to take robust decisions regarding its commercial activities. 

 
The BBC is satisfied, in terms of section 2 of the Act, that in all circumstances of this matter, the public interest 

in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information. 

 
Not Relevant 
 

A small amount of information has also been redacted and marked as ‘N.R.’ (not relevant); these are the 
contact details of junior members of staff, including email addresses and telephone numbers.   We have also 

removed one paragraph from the Chairman’s memo to the Director-General of 7 June 2011 that is not 

correspondence regarding privatisation, as sought in your request. 
 



 

 

Appeal Rights 
 

If you are not satisfied that we have complied with the Act in responding to your request, you have the right to 

an internal review by a BBC senior manager or legal adviser. Please contact us at the address above, explaining 
what you would like us to review and including your reference number. If you are not satisfied with the internal 

review, you can appeal to the Information Commissioner. The contact details are: Information Commissioner's 

Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF, telephone 01625 545 700 or see 
http://www.ico.gov.uk/  

 

Yours sincerely, 
 

 

Katie Paxie 
Advisor, BBC Information Policy and Compliance 

 

 



 

 

 


