
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
19th July 2011 
 
 
 
 
Freedom of Information Act 2000 – RFI20110697 
 
Thank you for your request under the Freedom of Information Act (the Act) of 24th June, seeking: 
 

‘.. the BBC’s forecast for the full sum of subsidy they expect to receive from the government for the 
year 2011, to include all areas and services (TV, Radio, World Service, etc.). To excluding funds 
received from Licence payers’. 

 
The unique reference for your request is RFI20110697 and I have been advised as follows: 
 
BBC 
 
The BBC receives no direct subsidy from the Government. The BBC Home Services are funded 
through the licence fee and other commercial income.  As all commercial income is earned at 
market rates it is not our belief that it constitutes a "subsidy" even if such funds are received from 
another Government department.  
 
It is however worth noting that the Department of Work & Pensions pays the BBC annually a sum 
equivalent to the value of licence fees for British citizens aged over 75, who are entitled to a free 
television licence. For the financial year 2011/12 we expect the value of this payment to be 
£594.1million.  
 
BBC World Service 
 
BBC World Service is our international multimedia broadcaster, delivering a wide range of 
language and regional services on radio, TV, online and other devices to audiences around the 
world. 



 

 

 
BBC World Service receives a Parliamentary Grant-in-Aid via the Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office. It expects to receive the following Grant-in-Aid for the financial year 2011/12 in relation to 
capital and operating expenditure:  
 
Capital: £22 million for capital 
Operating expenditure:  £231 million in original settlement (announced in October 2010) plus 
£2.2 million (announced in June 2011) making £233.2 million. 
 
Overall total Grant-in-Aid: £255.2 million  
 
BBC World Service has also applied for some funding in respect of the Arab Partnership Initiative, 
but has yet to hear whether we have been successful. 
 
Please note that BBC World Service will be licence fee-funded from April 2014. 
 
BBC Monitoring 
 
BBC Monitoring provides news and information from open source monitoring of TV, radio, press, 
internet and news agency sources worldwide.  
 
BBC Monitoring receives a ring-fenced grant from its HMG Stakeholders routed via the Cabinet 
Office, plus other minor sums from HMG Departments which total £21,937,757 for the financial 
year 2011/12. 
 
Please note that BBC Monitoring will be licence fee-funded from April 2013.  
 
BBC World Service Trust 
 
BBC World Service Trust is the BBC's international charity which uses media to reduce poverty 
and promote human rights around the world. It works in partnership with governments, 
broadcasters, media professionals, and civil society institutions in developing and transitional 
countries to deliver projects. It also partners with United Nations’ agencies and international Non-
government organisations. 
 
As an independent charity which is legally separate from the BBC the BBC World Service Trust is 
not subject to the Act (section 6(1)(b)(ii) for information other than that which is holds on behalf of the 

BBC.  The information you have requested is not held by BBC World Service Trust on behalf of the BBC 
and is therefore not covered by the Act.   
 
However, we are happy to volunteer that it is in receipt of some UK Government grants, as well 
as other sources of funding, to support its media work on a project-by-project basis.   
 
 
 
 



 

 

Appeal Rights 
 
If you are not satisfied with this response you have the right to an internal review by a BBC senior 
manager or legal adviser. Please contact us at the address above, explaining what you would like us 
to review and including your reference number. If you are not satisfied with the internal review, 
you can appeal to the Information Commissioner, whose contact details are:  
 
Information Commissioner's Office,  
Wycliffe House,  
Water Lane,  
Wilmslow,  
Cheshire 
SK9 5AF 
 
Telephone:  01625 545 700 
Website: http://www.ico.gov.uk/  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Helen Padley 
Advisor 
Information Policy & Compliance 
 
 
 




