
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
23rd May 2011 
 
 
 
 
Freedom of information request – RFI20110488 
 
Thank you for your request under the Freedom of Information Act (the Act) of 20 April 
2011, seeking: 
 

 “I would like to know how much money the BBC has received, directly or indirectly, from 
the European Union in each of the 12 years from 2000.” 

 
The unique reference for your request is RFI20110488 and I now respond as follows: 
 
The BBC does occasionally receive some European Union funding in relation to specific 
educational or research and development projects.  Examples of projects which have 
benefited from European Union funding are:  
 

• A project to provide assistance to learners and tutors using the BBC’s online 
Skillswise and Webwise sites, which provide literacy, numeracy and IT skills 
resources, and  

• A project to develop technology to enable the digitisation and preservation of 
the BBC archive.  

 
The figures listed overleaf have been reported in a previous Freedom of Information 
requests, RFI20100620 dated 01 June 2010, and RFI20101570 dated 30 November 2010 
which are very similar to your request. 
 



Unfortunately we are unable to provide data for the 2000/01 financial year as EU income did 
not have its own code as it is does now.  We estimate that to split this information down to 
the level that would meet with your request would take more than two and a half days 
because it would involve searching the description field of each individual line of income for 
the 2000/01 financial year for something matching “EU” or “European Union”; under section 
12 of the Act, we are allowed to refuse to handle the request if it would exceed the 
appropriate limit.  The appropriate limit has been set by the Regulations (SI 2004/3244) as 
being £450 (equivalent to two and a half days work, at an hourly rate of £25). 
 
  

Financial Year 
Amount 
received 
£000's 

2001/02 437 
2002/03 221 
2003/04 442 
2004/05  135 
2005/06  141 
2006/07  241 
2007/08  355 
2008/09 1,144 
2009/10  582 
2010/11 860

 
 
Appeal Rights 
 
If you are not satisfied with this response you have the right to an internal review by a BBC 
senior manager or legal adviser. Please contact us at the address above, explaining what you 
would like us to review and including your reference number.  
 
If you are not satisfied with the internal review, you can appeal to the Information 
Commissioner. The contact details are:  Information Commissioner's Office, Wycliffe 
House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF, telephone 01625 545 700 or see 
http://www.ico.gov.uk/ 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Nigel Etienne 
Projects & Planning Manager, BBC Finance 
 


