
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
9th May 2011 
 
 
 
 
Freedom of Information Request - RFI20110439 
 
Thank you for your request made under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (the Act) received 
on 5 April 2011, seeking the following information: 
  

‘…details of when the Jobs North website was set up, how much it cost to set up and how much it 
has cost since, as well as an explanation of what all of the costs were for, and how many posts 
have been filled as a direct result of external candidates applying via the website?’ 

 
The unique reference for your request is RFI20110439 and I now respond as follows: 

 
BBC North has made a long-term commitment to support employment and training across the 
North of England. As well as relocating staff from its London and Manchester bases, it will also be 
recruiting hundreds of new people into the BBC from across the region. As part of this process, 
BBC North identified that a dedicated website was the most cost effective way to manage the high 
level of interest that was expected from the public. As well as offering an easy-to-use portal for 
people to register their interest, the site also had to include information on the BBC and BBC 
North so that applicants could get a better understanding of BBC North's long-term ambitions. 
  
To date over 50,000 people have registered on the site and now BBC North is accelerating its 
recruitment of people into posts that are vacant. 
 
The BBC North jobs website (www.bbc.co.uk/jobs/north) was set up in February 2010 and the 
cost of this site to date is £91,753.  This figure includes working with an agency to plan, design and 
build the website, and includes the cost of producing all the films and written content for the site.  
The running costs associated with maintenance of the website are low and these costs have been  
mainly associated with updating certain sections of the site. 



 

 
To date, we have made 106 external hires through the North process (which is linked to from the 
website); however, the majority of recruitment is ongoing. 
 
I hope this response satisfies your request. 
 
Appeal Rights 
 
If you are not satisfied with this response, you have the right to an internal review by a BBC senior 
manager.  Please contact us at the following address: BBC Freedom of Information, Room 2252, 
White City, 201 Wood Lane, London W12 7TS, explaining what you would like us to review and 
including your reference number. 
 
If you are not satisfied with the internal review, you can appeal to the Information Commissioner, 
whose contact details are: 
 
Information Commissioner's Office, 
Wycliffe House,  
Water Lane,  
Wilmslow, 
Cheshire 
SK9 5AF 
 
Telephone: 01625 545 700 
Website: http://www.ico.gov.uk/ 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Rachel Currie 
BBC People 
 
 



 

 

 


