
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
01 April 2011 
 
 
 
 
Freedom of Information Request - RFI20110297 
 
Thank you for your request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (the Act) received on 8 March 
2011 seeking the following: 

 
1. Who have been the highest paid on-screen employees of the BBC since the year 2000 and what are / 

were their wages / salary?  

 

2. Who has been the highest paid employee out of all of the BBC since the year 2000 and what is / was 

their wages / salary? 

 

3. Who is the highest paid part-time worker at the BBC and what is their wage / salary? 

 

4. What is the most expensive BBC produced show (Television or Radio) that was never aired and how 

much did it cost? 

 

5. What is the age of the BBC's oldest current male employee? 

 

6. What is the age of the BBC's oldest current female employee? 

 

Should any of the questions be inappropriate to answer due to security reasons, could questions 1, 2 and 3 

instead feature their annual salary / wage alone? 

 

 
The unique reference number for your request is RFI20110297, and I now respond as follows;  
 

 



 

Question 1 
 

The information you have requested is excluded from the Act because it is held for the purposes of 
‘journalism, art or literature.’  The BBC is therefore not obliged to provide this information to you and will 
not be doing so on this occasion.  Part VI of Schedule 1 to FOIA provides that information held by the BBC 
and the other public service broadcasters is only covered by the Act if it is held for ‘purposes other than 
those of journalism, art or literature”.  The BBC is not required to supply information held for the 
purposes of creating the BBC’s output or information that supports and is closely associated with these 
creative activities. 
 
Question 2 

 

You may be aware that the BBC took the decision in 2009 to publish the salaries and expenses of its most 
influential managers on a regular and continuing basis. This website contains the details of 107 senior 
managers and is publicly available at this address: 
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/info/running/bbcstructure/index.shtml 
 
Question 3 
 
Under section 40(2) of the Act, we are withholding the information requested.  Personal information about 
living individuals is exempt if disclosure to a third party would breach one or more principles of the Data 
Protection Act 1998.  As individuals who work at the BBC do not expect their remuneration details to be 
disclosed, to do so would be unfair; therefore, disclosure would breach the First Data Protection Principle, 
fairness. 
 
Question 4 
 
As with question 1, the information you have requested is excluded from the Act because it is held for the 
purposes of ‘journalism, art or literature.’  The BBC is therefore not obliged to provide this information to 
you and will not be doing so on this occasion.  Part VI of Schedule 1 to FOIA provides that information 
held by the BBC and the other public service broadcasters is only covered by the Act if it is held for 
‘purposes other than those of journalism, art or literature”.  The BBC is not required to supply information 
held for the purposes of creating the BBC’s output or information that supports and is closely associated 
with these creative activities. 
 

Question 5 & Question 6 
 
The oldest male member of BBC staff currently employed on a fixed term or continuing contract is 84 and 
the oldest female is 79.  This information is correct at 28th February 2011. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Appeal Rights 
 
 
If you are not satisfied with this response, you have the right to an internal review by a BBC senior 
manager.  Please contact us at the following address: BBC Freedom of Information, Room 2252, White 
City, 201 Wood Lane, London W12 7TS, explaining what you would like us to review and including your 
reference number. 
 
If you are not satisfied with the internal review, you can appeal to the Information Commissioner, whose 
contact details are: 
 
Information Commissioner's Office, 
Wycliffe House,  
Water Lane,  
Wilmslow, 
Cheshire 
SK9 5AF 
 
Telephone: 01625 545 700 
Website: http://www.ico.gov.uk/ 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Rachel Currie 
BBC People 
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