
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
31 March 2011 
 
 
 
 
Freedom of Information Request - RFI20110290 
 
Thank you for your request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (the Act) received on 4 March 
2011, seeking the following information: 

 
‘…the number of journalists who are working for the BBC at the moment . Also out of that figure, how 

many of them are disabled?’ 

 

 
Each job at the BBC is assigned to a ‘job family’; therefore, for the purposes of this request, we are 
providing information relating to those staff within the ‘News Journalism’ job family.  Please note that the 

data we have available only refers to BBC staff – those employed on permanent or fixed-term contracts: this 

does not include casuals or freelancers. 
 
The table below shows the disability statistics for staff working in a ‘News Journalism’ role as at 28 February 

2011:   

 
Category Number Percentage 
Disabled 249 3.6 
Not Disabled 6,698 96.4 
Total 6,947 100.0 

   
It is not mandatory for staff to inform the BBC of their disability status, therefore our figures only relate to 
records where this is known (currently 96% of the workforce).  The figures also exclude Local Recruits 
(staff who are recruited and work locally, outside the UK): this affects the Global News division in 
particular, as we have various news bureaux around the world. 
 



 

As our subsidiaries (BBC Studios & Post Production Ltd, UKTV, BBC World News Ltd, BBC Worldwide 
Ltd, World Service Trust and BBC Children in Need) are not subject to the Act – under section 6(1) (b)(ii) 
– the information for their personnel is not included in the figures quoted above. 
 
The BBC’s Equal Opportunities & Diversity Policies can be found at the following: 
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/foi/publication_scheme/classes/policies_procedures/equal_opportunities_diversity.sht
ml 
 
I hope this response satisfies your request. 
 
Appeal Rights 
 
If you are not satisfied with this response, you have the right to an internal review by a BBC senior 
manager.  Please contact us at the following address: BBC Freedom of Information, Room 2252, White 
City, 201 Wood Lane, London W12 7TS, explaining what you would like us to review and including your 
reference number. 
 
If you are not satisfied with the internal review, you can appeal to the Information Commissioner, whose 
contact details are: Information Commissioner's Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, 
SK9 5AF. Telephone: 01625 545 700. Website: http://www.ico.gov.uk/ 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Rachel Currie 
BBC People 
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