
 
 

 

 
 
 
17 March 2011 
 
 
 
Freedom of Information request - RFI20110218 
 
Thank you for your request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (“the Act”) received on 
17 February 2011. You asked: 
 
 “1. How many apartments at residential towers TheHeart and NumberOne in MediaCityUK, Salford 
Quays, are being made available to BBC staff?  
2. What is the cost of each of the apartments purchased in the two buildings? 
3. Could the purchase contract between the BBC and Peel for the apartments please be provided? 
or 
4. If the BBC does not own any of the apartments, what arrangement has it got with the owner of the 
residential towers to house employees? Could details of the 
subsidy, how much it cost, and on how many apartments it applies to please be provided.” 
  
BBC North's objective is to serve and represent audiences across the whole of the UK. It will 
deliver locally produced, high quality content for every platform using the latest innovations in 
technology. BBC North will also lead the way in training and developing local talent, building on 
the rich mix of skills and experience already available in the North of England. It will also forge 
new partnerships with organisations across the North of England to bring the BBC closer to the 
public. 
 
I can confirm, under section 1(1) of the Act, that the BBC has not purchased or rented any 
residential properties in Salford or Manchester for BBC staff to use while working there, nor do 
we plan to do so. The BBC has no arrangements with the owner of the residential towers to 
house employees. 
 
Those staff whose roles are being compulsorily relocated as part of the BBC’s move to Salford 
Quays have access to relocation support as outlined below and make their own rental 
arrangements direct with landlords.  As we confirmed in February 2009, there are three options 
for homeowners: 
 



 

 

1. An advance of up to 85% of an agreed valuation of the property.  The BBC’s relocation 
advisers then sell the property on the open market.  The package also includes funding to 
reimburse the costs associated with buying and selling.   

2. Staff sell their property themselves, with the guidance of the BBC’s relocation advisers and 
have funding to reimburse the costs associated with buying and selling their properties.   

3. Rental support of up to £1,900 (before tax) to cover rent, utilities and travel, for no more than 
2 years, with access to limited funding to cover the sale of their existing home and the 
purchase of their new home.   

 
There is more limited support for staff recruited to vacancies in the departments which are 
moving, and for staff who rent. 
 
Appeal Rights 
 
If you are not satisfied that we have complied with the Act in responding to your request, you 
have the right to an internal review by a BBC senior manager or legal adviser. Please contact us at 
the address above, explaining what you would like us to review and including your reference 
number. If you are not satisfied with the internal review, you can appeal to the Information 
Commissioner. The contact details are: Information Commissioner's Office, Wycliffe House, 
Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF, telephone 01625 545 700 or see 
http://www.ico.gov.uk/  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Peter Salmon, 
Director BBC North 
 
 
 




