
 
 

 

 
 
 
28th February 2011 
 
 
 
 
Freedom of Information Request - RFI20110120 
 
Thank you for your request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (“the Act”) received on 29th 
January.  The unique reference number for your request is RFI20110120 and I now respond as follows: 
 

Please note that I am only interested in information which relates to the period January 1 2010 to the present day.  

 

1. During the aforementioned period has the BBC carried out any Equality Impact Assessments (or similar) in order 

to assess whether it is meeting its obligations under equality and or anti-discrimination legislation.   This legislation 

will include but will not be limited to the Equality Act 2010.  

 

I can confirm that the BBC has carried out Equality Impact Assessments (EIAs) on our public functions 
between January 2010 and February 2011, as required under the three existing public sector equality duties 
(race equality duty, gender equality duty and disability equality duty), that are in force until April 2011; 
when the new single public sector equality duty will come into force and will replace them.  

 
2. If so could you please provide a list of these assessments. In each case can you provide the full title of the 

assessment, the date it was begun, the number of people who worked upon it and the length of time taken to 

complete the assessment..  In each case can you detail the cost of the assessment. 

 

EIAs have been carried out in respect of the BBC's main pubic functions (please see below).    
 
EIA’s are living documents that evolve as projects /policies/ plans develop, whereby staff may be working on 
a number of areas simultaneously.  Therefore, under s 1(1) of the Act, I can confirm that no information is 
held in respect of the number of people who worked on each assessment; or the length of time taken for 
each to complete.  Please also note that there are no additional costs involved in the EIAs below, above and 
beyond existing staff time. 



 

 

Public Function Areas 

 

1. Television Licensing 

 

EIA conducted on 
Project: 

Publication  
date 

Date 
 begun 

Self Serve Segmentation 
Project 

Awaiting 
publication  

Mar - 10 

 

2. Certain functions of the BBC Trust. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As our subsidiaries (BBC Studios & Post Production Ltd, formerly known as BBC Resources Ltd, UKTV, 
BBC World News Ltd, BBC Worldwide Ltd, World Service Trust and BBC Children in Need) are not 
subject to the Act – under section 6(1) (b)(ii) – the information for these divisions is not included. 

 
 

EIA conducted on 
Project: 

Publication 
date 

Date 
begun 

R2 and 6Music Service 
Review [appendix_1] 

Feb-10 Feb-09 

Protocols [appendix_2] Feb-10 May-09 

Mystery Shopping Project 
part 1 [appendix_3] 

Mar-10 Jun-08 

BBC Alba [appendix_4] Mar-10 Oct-09 

Project Canvas / IPTV Jul-10 Nov-08 

Annual Report 2009/10 
[appendix_6] 

Jul-10 Dec-09 

Media Literacy [appendix_7] Jul-10 Dec-09 

Strategy Review Consultation 
[appendix_8] 

Jul-10 Oct-10 

Editorial Guidelines 
[appendix_9] 

Aug-10 Mar-09 

BBC1, 2 and 4 SR and Red 
Button SR [appendix_10] 

Nov-10 Mar-09 

Referendum Campaign & 
Party Political Broadcasts 
[appendix 11] 

Jan-11 Jun-10 

radio 3, 4 and 7 service 
review [appendix 12] 

Feb-11 Mar-10 



 

3. Can you please provide copies of each of the aforementioned assessments.  

 

Each of the assessments is attached, except for the EIA conducted on the Self Serve Segmentation Project 
by TVL.  Please note we have redacted the names of members of BBC staff, under section 40(2) (personal 
information). Personal information about living individuals is exempt if disclosure to a third party would 
breach one or more principles of the Data Protection Act 1998.  As the individuals concerned do not 
expect their personal information to be disclosed in this context, to do so would be unfair; therefore, 
disclosure would breach the First Data Protection Principle, fairness.   
 
Please be advised that I am withholding the EIA conducted on the Self Serve Segmentation Project by TVL 
under section 22 (1) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (‘the Act’) because it is intended for future 
publication.   
 
As section 22 is a qualified exemption, we are required under s 2(2) of the Act to assess whether the public 
interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information ahead of 
the planned schedule.   
 
In favour of release we considered that there is generally a public interest in increasing the accountability 
and transparency of publicly-funded organisations. However, we do not consider that there is a particular 
public interest in the early release of this information.  
 
The factors in favour of disclosing this information in line with the planned schedule include:  
 

• The information, when published, will be presented in the context of helpful background 
information and context. There is a public interest in ensuring efficient use of BBC resource and in 
the general public receiving information in a way that enables them to understand and interpret it 

• It is in the public interest that this information should be disclosed to all licence-fee payers at the 
same time, rather than provided in advance to one individual. 

 
I am therefore satisfied, in terms of section 2 of the Act, that in all the circumstances of the case, the public 
interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information ahead of 
schedule and that it is reasonable in all the circumstances to withhold this information from disclosure until 
publication in 2011.   
 
I hope this response satisfies your request.  
 
Your Appeal Rights: 
 
If you are not satisfied with this response you have the right to an internal review by a BBC senior 
manager.  Please contact us at the following address: BBC Freedom of Information, Room 2252, White 
City, 201 Wood Lane, London W12 7TS, explaining what you would like us to review and including your 
reference number: If you are not satisfied with the internal review, you can appeal to the Information 
Commissioner.  The contact details are: Information Commissioner's Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, 
Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF, telephone 01625 545 700 or see http://www.ico.gov.uk/ 
 
Yours sincerely 



 

 
Rachel Currie 
BBC People 
 
 




