
 

 

 
15 February 2011 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Freedom of Information request – RFI20110072 
 
Thank you for your request of 18 January 2011 seeking the following information under the 
Freedom of Information Act 2000: 
 
(i) how much money has been claimed on expenses by BBC Scotland staff in the last year.  
 
(ii) how much has been claimed for food expenditure. 
 
The unique reference for your request is RFI20110072. 
 
For the purposes of this FOI request, please note that “expenses” are business costs incurred by 
BBC staff and subsequently re-claimed through the BBC’s expenses system in accordance with the 
staff expenses policy. It is also important to note that the BBC also operates a central booking 
system for arranging travel and transport for staff, including accommodation, flights, and taxis. This 
system involves using a small number of preferred suppliers in order to help maximize value for 
money to the BBC.  
 
Where bookings are made using this system all costs are settled directly by the BBC, without staff 
being required to incur any expenses individually. These costs are not therefore re-claimed by way 
of expenses. You should be aware the BBC does not give any employee an “expense account”. 
Only costs that fall within the BBC’s expenses policy can be reclaimed and all are checked and 
authorised by a more senior figure or a member of the BBC Finance community.  
 
From time to time senior managers are asked personally to meet the costs of items that the BBC 
does not regard as personal expenses. These could include, for example, the payment of a facility 



 

fee for a location, paying a venue at the end of a departmental meeting or away day off BBC 
premises or payment, as the most senior BBC staff member present, for a large group, where it 
would not be possible (or would be awkward or logistically difficult) for individual bills to be 
issued. This is usually necessary where immediate payment is required and the BBC accounts 
system cannot be used. In many of these circumstances, BBC policy is for the most senior member 
of staff to settle the account, and the most convenient way of the BBC recompensing the manager 
for this expenditure is through the expenses system. 
 
The BBC is a global organisation and senior leaders across all major organisations inevitably incur 
some expenses. Whilst expenses are common across all major organisations, the BBC has a 
rigorous expenses policy and we are careful to ensure value for money. 
 
As well as the information contained in this release under the Freedom of Information Act, you 
may be interested to know that the BBC is committed to a programme of increasing transparency 
and accountability, particularly in relation to how it spends public money. To this end, the salaries 
and detailed expenses of the members of the BBC Direction Group are now published online, in 
line with the policy adopted by the BBC Trust. The BBC has also published detailed expenses of 
the BBC Executive Board for the past five financial years and provides details of the amount of 
money it pays for onscreen presenters and artists.  
 
(i) how much money has been claimed on expenses by BBC Scotland staff in the last year.  
 
In the last full financial year, 2009/2010, BBC Scotland total expenses related to work activities 
amounted to £5,241,251.72. This covers a wide range of costs, including fleet and leasing charges, 
travel, accommodation, etc. incurred in the daily business of producing output for television, radio 
and online and represents a reduction of more than 20% on the previous year. 
 
To place this in context, it should be noted that these costs are necessarily incurred in the process 
of operating a BBC Scotland business with an annual expenditure of around £160m per year and with a 

staff of around 1250, located in 13 centres across the country, from Shetland and Orkney to Selkirk and 
Dumfries. Each year BBC Scotland is responsible for over 1450 originated hours of local television on BBC 
One and Two Scotland and BBC ALBA, 422 hours of originated network television (up from 243 in 08/09 – 
an increase in investment in Scotland of nearly £20million) and over 11,500 hours of radio on Radio 
Scotland and Radio nan Gaidheal.  
 
(ii) how much has been claimed for food expenditure. 
 
The amount claimed on meals (individual and group meals), in 2009/10, was £246,913.00. Meal 
costs may only be claimed where staff are working overnight and away from base. Where there is 
no overnight stay involved, the following criteria must be met. Staff must be:  

 working away from their normal place of employment for a period expected to exceed five 
hours; and  

 are working more than five miles away from their normal place of employment or it is not 
practical for operational reasons for them to return to a BBC base; and  

 no location catering is provided; and  



 

 they are not visiting another BBC site.  

 The maximum cost limits for such meals is as follows: 
 
Breakfast £6 
Lunch  £6 
Dinner  £16 
 
Full details of the BBC’s policy on meals claims can be found at 
http://explore.gateway.bbc.co.uk/expensespolicy/the_expenses_policy/meals.aspx 
 
 
Appeal rights  
If you are not satisfied with this response you have the right to an internal review by a BBC senior 
manager or legal adviser. Please contact us at the address above, explaining what you would like us 
to review and including your reference number. If you are not satisfied with the internal review, 
you can appeal to the Information Commissioner. The contact details are: Information 
Commissioner's Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF, telephone 
01625 545 700 or see http://www.ico.gov.uk/ 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Ian Small 
Head of Public Policy & Corporate Affairs 
BBC Scotland 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 


