
The Mystery of 
the Golden Shield
The Adventure Treasure Trail around

Lewes



Things to Know Before You Set Off
Duration
This Trail is 1.4 miles long and should take you around 1.5 hours to complete.

Start Point and Car Parking
The start point is at the Lewes Football Club ground. The best place to park is in the Mountfield 
Road car park beside the ground, as indicated on the map. It costs 25 pence per 30 minutes.

Clue Finder
Do not leave home without preparing your Clue Finder. Cut out all the shapes, and if possible 
laminate it or print it on card.

The Route
Most of the route is set on pavements and therefore normal walking shoes will be fine. There 
are a couple of steep hills along the route and two flights of small steps to negotiate. The Trail is 
suitable for light pushchairs but regrettably not suitable for wheelchairs. 

Please remember that you are responsible for your own safety whilst on the Adventure Trail.



Can you help Eric solve a 
1,000 year old mystery?
Can you imagine what it would be like to solve a 
fantastic mystery and uncover a fabulous treasure?  
Well - this is your opportunity. Legend has it (which 
means that this story is not true but it sounds like 
it could be!!!) that a missing piece of the Bayeux 
Tapestry contained a map revealing the secret 
location of the golden shield carried by William the 
Conqueror at the Battle of Hastings. BBC Hands on 
History has recently discovered the missing piece 
and Eric needs your help to solve the mystery.

The Shields Point the Way
As you walk around Lewes, following our directions, 
you must solve the clues, the answers to which are 
found on permanent features around the town. Clue 
answers match shields on the map on page 8, and 
once found, these shields can be crossed off. When 
you have solved all the clues this will leave one shield 
on each side of the map. Draw a line from the centre 
of the top shield to the centre of the bottom shield. 
Next draw a line from the centre of the shield on the 
left to the centre of the shield on the right. The point 
on the map at which these lines cross is where the 
treasure is hidden! See the example:

Safety on the Trail
You are unaccompanied as you go round the Trail 
and are therefore responsible for your own safety. 
Customers participate in the treasure hunt voluntarily 
and understand that they are solely responsible for 
the safety of themselves and their party whilst on 
the treasure hunt. Treasure Trails Ltd and the BBC 
cannot be held responsible for any loss or damage to 
property, or accident or injury to life and limb incurred 
whilst on this hunt.
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The Clue Finder
You will need the Clue Finder to solve some of the 
clues. Before setting off you must prepare the Clue 
Finder by cutting out some of the viewing aids. 
You might need a grown-up to help you with this. 
Individual clues contain instructions on how to use 
the Clue Finder.

Fun Tasks
Along the way we also have several fun 
tasks for you to do. For ‘I Spy with Eric’s 
Little Eye’ you will need to stand on a 
particular spot to see if you can see what 
Eric has seen.  

The Normans loved riddles. See if you 
can solve some of ‘King Stephen’s 
Riddles’ as you go along.



Spot the Green Sign 
with 33 gold letters 
on it. Starting from the 
top and reading left to 
right what letters are in 
the following positions: 
2nd, 32nd, 27th, 11th? 
Eliminate the shield 
with this word. 

clue 11121

Direction 11121

At the bottom of the 
Mount turn left and then 
left again to follow the 
path back to the main 
road. Turn left and 
follow the path along 
the main road past the 
roundabout and into 
Priory Street. 

In the shadow of the tree, 
find a cross and eliminate 
a shield carrying the 
name of a Commissioner 
of Chinese Maritime 
Customs.

clue 11121

Direction 11121

Continue on into 
Southover High 
Street and at the war 
memorial enter the 
churchyard on your 
left via the gate. 
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Direction 11121

Leave the car park 
at the far end by the 
playing fields. Follow 
the sign towards the 
Bowling Green and turn 
right to climb up the 
Mount via the small set 
of steps. It is steep but 
well worth the climb.

The Mountfield Road car 
park beside Lewes FC.

Start point

Did you know
‘The Mount’, on which you 
are standing, is believed to 
be the original site of the first 
castle but work was halted 
when a better location in 
Lewes was found. Beyond the 
Bowling Green are the ruins 
of Lewes Priory, established 
with thanks and in penance 
after the Battle of Hastings 
by William de Warenne and 
his wife Gundrada between 
1078 and 1082. William de 
Warenne was one of William 
the Conqueror’s most trusted 
fighters. In its day the Priory 
would have been one of the 
largest and richest churches 
in England. Unfortunately 
the ruins are closed to public 
access for restoration work.

Walking along Priory Street, stop 
when you are in the precise position 
to see this picture. 

Now solve this:

I spy with Eric’s little eye something 
beginning with RD (clue – something 
colourful). 

Have a look at Page 7 to see if you 
are right.

i spy with eric’s little eye 11121



Find the large tree 
surrounded by a circle of 
bricks. What date in May 
did Princess Elizabeth 
plant this tree? Use the 
spears on the Clue Finder 
to convert the two digits 
into two letters and cross 
off the shield that matches.

clue 11121

The man who invented it 
doesn’t want it. 

The man who bought it 
doesn’t need it. 

The man who needs it 
doesn’t know it. 

What is it?

Have a look at Page 7 
to see if you are right.
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Find the statue of 
2 men singing and 
cross off a shield 
with the name 
linked to this.

clue 11121

Direction 11121

Leave the park at the top 
exit diagonally opposite 
from the way you came 
in. At the exit cross over 
the main road and go 
straight up St Martin’s 
Lane. This is a steep hill, 
so take your time.

Did you know
Southover Church 
contains two lead caskets 
enclosing the bones of 
William de Warenne 
and his wife Gundrada, 
plus Gundrada’s Tournai 
marble tomb slab. This 
church was the Priory’s 
guest house before it 
became the parish church 
in the middle ages. 

In the area of the toilets 
find the Welcome to 
Southover Grange Gardens 
sign. Lay the Clue Finder on 
the sign so that the number 
48 appears in Shape 2. 
Eliminate a shield with 
the name of the thing that 
appears in Shape 4.

clue 11121

Direction 11121

Retrace your steps out 
of the churchyard and 
carefully cross the main 
road and turn right. At the 
roundabout turn left down 
the hill. Cross the road 
and enter the gardens 
on your right. You have 3 
clues to solve in here.

Did you know
The Priory was 
demolished in the 
Reformation, partly using 
explosives. Nowadays 
stone from the building 
can be seen all over 
Lewes. Southover Grange 
was partly built using 
stolen stone and you can 
see plenty of remains 
from the Priory in its 
gardens.

Did you know
Lanes like this - and 
their much narrower 
relatives, the ‘twittens’ 
- almost certainly follow 
the lines of the original 
lanes which would have 
crossed the Anglo-Saxon 
settlement. 

king stephen s 
riddle



Find a sign with a windmill 
on it. Place the Clue Finder 
so that the windmill 
appears in Shape 4. Remove 
the shield with the word 
that spear 10J points to.

clue 11121
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The beginning of eternity

The end of time and space

The beginning of every end

And the end of every place

What is it?

Have a look at Page 7 
to see if you are right.

Direction 11121

At the top, very carefully 
cross the High Street and 
enter Castle Gate opposite. 
You are about to come 
slap up against the face 
of Norman power. Stand 
at the main entrance to 
the castle looking into 
the courtyard. You do not 
need to enter the castle 
to solve these clues as 
you can see them from 
beyond the gates. 

Direction 11121

Continue on up 
Castle Gate through 
the arches.

Eliminate a shield 
with the same 
number of steps 
as there are from 
here to the Pleasure 
Garden.

clue 11121

Direction 11121

Now follow the main 
road down the hill 
to the junction with 
Castle Ditch Lane.

Eliminate a shield 
named after the 
place where the 
cannon came from.

clue 11121

Near the top, find 
the picture of a 
golden lion on a 
red background and 
count how many E’s 
there are in total on 
this sign. Cross off 
the shield with this 
number.

clue 11121

Direction 11121

Continue on and 
in the area of the 
benches solve this 
clue.

Stop when you are in the precise 
position to see this picture. 

Now solve this:

I spy with Eric’s little eye something 
beginning with F on a WV (clue – 
something to point the way). 

Have a look at Page 7 to see if you 
are right.

i spy with eric’s little eye 11121

king stephen s 
riddle



Feed me and I live, 

Give me a drink and I die.

What am I?

Have a look at Page 7 
to see if you are right.
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Direction 11121

Carefully cross to the 
other side of the road 
via the war memorial 
and turn left down the 
hill. Just past the council 
offices turn right into 
Broomans Lane. At the 
bottom of Broomans Lane 
turn right along Friars 
Walk.

Did you know
You are now in what was 
once the castle ditch. All 
of the houses that you 
can see would have been 
huts built up against the 
line of the ditch, and 
would have been lived in 
by the castle workers.

Spot a monk in his 
garden through a 
doorway, and close 
by eliminate a shield 
with the date that 
friends meet.

clue 11121

How many buttons 
can be seen on 
Tom Paine’s waist 
coat and jacket? 
Eliminate the shield 
with this number.

clue 11121 o

Direction 11121

Cut through to the Lamb 
of Lewes and carefully 
cross the road into Market 
Lane. Take care as the 
path is very narrow here. 
Near the bottom turn 
right past the front of 
the toilets and enter the 
market tower.

o

Direction 11121

Leave the market 
tower and turn right.

Stop when you are in the precise 
position to see this picture. 

Now solve this:

I spy with Eric’s little eye something 
beginning with TOB (clue – look all 
around). 

Have a look at Page 7 to see if you 
are right.

i spy with eric’s little eye 11121

Direction 11121

Continue along 
Friars Walk and 
into Lansdown 
Terrace. 

king stephen s 
riddle
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Direction 11121

Congratulations - You 
should now be left 
with 4 shields. Follow 
the instructions to solve the 
puzzle and see the page 
“Things to do when you 
are finished” to see how to 
submit your answer. To get 
back to the start, continue 
on along the road and at the 
roundabout turn left.

Stop when you are in the precise 
position to see this picture. 

Now solve this:

I spy with Eric’s little eye something 
beginning with 4 RC (clue – the 
contents add up to 72). 

Have a look at Page 7 to see if you are 
right.

i spy with eric’s little eye 11121

Direction 11121

Turn left and cross 
the railway bridge 
to the front of the 
Railway Station.

On the outside of the 
station, find the Bus 
Information Around Lewes 
map. Lay the clue finder 
on the map so that the 
word Brighton appears 
in Shape 5. Eliminate a 
shield with the name that 
Spear 5E points to.

clue 11121

‘I Spy with Eric’s Little Eye’ and ‘King Stephen’s Riddles’ answers:
I Spy 1: Red dragon,    I Spy 2: Fox on a weather vane,    I Spy 3: The old bank,    I Spy 4: 4 Red circles.

Riddle 1: Coffin,    Riddle 2: The letter e,    Riddle 3: Fire.

Here are the answers 
to the ‘I Spy with Eric’s 

Little Eye’ and ‘King 
Stephen’s Riddles’, but 

don’t look until you have 
had a really good go!



The answer to each clue will match one of the shields around the map. Solve all the clues 
and four shields will remain, one on each side. Draw a line from the centre of the top 
shield to the centre of the bottom shield, and a line from the centre of the left shield to the 
centre of the right shield. Where the lines cross is where the Golden Shield is hidden. 

Solve the mystery

SR Castle 14 King’s Head

130 1201 Dog’s Head Eric

Wood

1784

16

Madrigal

Russia

Charlton

37

AH
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Published by BBC Learning
Trail designed and created by Treasure Trails Ltd
Illustrations by Glen McBeth and Aaron Hutchens

Find Norman walks, castles and battle 
sites near you on our interactive map. 
Plus print off free spotter’s guides for 
your day out. 

Find lots of ideas for getting hands on 
with history back at home:

• Create a family time capsule
• Host your own medieval feast
• Build a Norman castle

bbc.co.uk/history
Meet me online at
bbc.co.uk/history
and watch my 
Norman adventure.

Things to do when you have finished
1. Submit Your Answer and See If You Are Right
To submit your answer simply send an 
email to handsonhistory@bbc.co.uk 
and include the following:

In the subject heading the phrase: 
Golden Shield.

In the body of the text: The answer 
plus your name and e-mail address. 

If you are correct you will be sent a 
brilliant certificate.

2. Visit the BBC Hands On History Website
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