M}Mdﬁwi

| dlwhys fry and get dwiy once 4 yedr fo do solme
wriitg. Doesnt matter whad — wore of dn exeunse
redlly. Sometimes 4's Juﬁ’r letters 1o dedd friends,
sometimes work ot The Great Novel.

Bveryorne Was 4 book i theim, they oty Bnd,
considerivie, whit my 4ob 5, you'd fhink mie would
be dbout somethig more nteresting than 4 gid
from 4 swdll villdge who goes to universiy,.

ut there we dre. At ledst onee 4 yedr | Pl'c,k up the i
pan dnd b%z‘m “‘Srﬁllxj hurried %‘hrc-u@h the v 1 the 7
courtyird, worried that she'd be lite yet getin *

Sometimes she drops 4 book, and s picked up by &
hindsoive yourie, rughy player cilled Tristin Howdrd 58
avel). Sometimes she dkes the lecture, dnd retlises g2
that there's & new girl 28t i her plice —dll ved Wdir 4
and trouble.




B | wonder what i1l be For "m’xlhi s \edr?

& UF course, sometives | Jw;’r brivg this Jouridl up 1o

&« dafe. Filling ia 4 fow Ghpe 4 wiy Hhat mdkes e look

@aad.

e "_ Hut reailj, it dn excunse for @rz’rh'w@ dwiy, solmewhere
& ice dnd quiet, dwiy froim fhe felephante dnd The 42095,

4 This e, s 4 sl leaba recolivended b\, The o099,

Muaile He <tid s 4 chidriming f}prﬁr 4t the bottom of 4

. villey

50, here | dim, plekivg up fhe keys to 4 h’m wHﬁ@e
juﬁv’r off the villdge green, phrkivg the Morris i ’r‘ne :
d&rﬁ liHtle drzvewatq fnd -

:'-... - thw@ wy wiy round fhe

itz dnd prime.

M5 ot the worst holiday

R vd’, bud let's Ju.‘.a’{ oy s 4

good M’% Ive hid 4 lot of oxperienice with @l’*&m'
ﬁpt'derﬁ.

first thing (o to make 4 ice pot of ted, cledr some
ophce d work out where I going 1o wrrtte.
Theres 4 little widow seat thit locks perfeet  dnd
it (9. M 24t heve now, scatbblivgg dwiy.

There's & nice view of the
prean, the pub and the few
little houses — none of
theim {’errt'blxi prand. im

kit the villdge green — =
youd ever pliy exicket on i — s such dn UMMﬁMi '?

shipe, with 4 big dip e middle, like 4n emph’ duck §
pond. Aud 4 fow “tones scattered dround  Iike Hemr\;
Moove popped dowm to do 9olme beriches.

Nice sunset, ’fho%h. Never redlly cdred for sunsets,
but my mother could Hlk about them For hours.




fﬁw;l suset brivgs the a[ue‘:h'om — should | open the
8 fottle | brovght with e, or hesd down fo the pub? The
W delights of the ofloon bar, or 4 swdll cormer, with sly
| -@lﬁmeﬁ From old men. Mind you — perhtps therell be 4

x lf’ew preﬁm{'ﬁble ol e of the =0l edeer to tedeh

e darts, or skittles or f:oWe’rht'% rustic.
Tueﬁdﬁ\!
B | Oh, | just dont. Havg om.

Wednesday

- -

Sorry aboud esterday. M fry dnd fll twat one aa (fF |
R over get the fime Gomething I starting to gef redlly
worried dbout).

Newt vedr, T dbsoludely brivigigg 4 Geiger counter ont
3 holiddy. And 4 corkserew.

Bight, back off 1o the pub for solme dnswers.

Thur'ﬁdﬂ\i

This yedr: Why should Sdlly even bother vunnigg &
feroos fo the lecture Wall through the riin? Wiy -
should she ever bother getting her degree, growis &4
up, dicting, joinivg 4 secret orglinisition and fighting B3
off dlies — why should Sally bother doig any of &
thad when shes just goivg to end up, frighterted dnd f z
dlovie i 4 fithy Itle holiddy cottdee, which 5 &
survounded by dngry villdgers with buriing — o, &
burnigg — forches. Aud, oh der god, theyire 8
tetually chantiv, |

Rght. 6+c:p pinickig. Hive dnother little gltos of y
wite. Hut not too much — uvot o M E{MPJ'\]__ s
“tomich. |




B I 90 huvgry. fout theyre stood out there. How
ridiculous would thit be, ﬁh'rrf'm& iy fomato 20Up M
i the hob while they 4l stand out there, chanting and

% - WiVt thair forches?

:‘.'f ._ No 1Lele1:rhavle 1 the cottdge.

. E And who would | phone? The #0997 The ¥o099 who, |
b vow retlise, sant me here.

B And whiat would | ell Win? Hello #2099, fs dll very

8 haighiforward. Somethivg crashed on the villge grreen
= \elics deo  Bnd whitever i 5, the angfines dre ol
dehive. There's 4 power source uinder the willdge. H
helps the crops grow, the lights burm, event runs the

B ridios. Ho dloo been ﬁ@@‘?fﬂ@ into the villgges.

R Well H009, | dont kviow what it is, bu | redlly shouldt
& ive furvied if off. Thats wdde tham vedlly mdd.”

- _"T 0 be fair to iy uch mob, theyre defudlly quite seddte,

[ thiak theyre qust 90 wedk without whittever's been :
powertigg them. Theyd qu.l'-h? ke to tedr e limb Fropm
limb, but look 45 though theyd hive rouble coughivg
over ime.

W theory, | could wilk my wiy through theim, eldmb
o the Morvio and vodr dwiy fo the nedrest fown.

W theory. fout | woulditt like fo ry .
Theyve made i 1o Wy door. Maybe ’rhaxi're JUL‘.’T’(

gidhering their eniergy. Aer 4l ’rh:z\f've brovght dlaitg :
dll those lovely torehes. '




'  Whyd they do that? Are fhey expechting e o step out it wis surprisively edoy to construct 4

& and dpologrze? To switch if back on? Bven i | kitew how dlectromigpetic pulse damper.

N 107 ¥
&L | ld viof brought much with e on this vip, buft there |
& Torches? Why did they brivg torches? wis enough unedtdlogued detritus i the boot of my '
2 chr 1o mdke 41 BMP bomb. Who doesnt Wive 4 boof

N Oh. - full of wllies, dld viewsphper dnd the odd bit of dlien

+edmolo&\’?

l_'_fi', Thatehed < ottige.

Baoy, | figured. Set the BMP off on the willdee grean,

= D, see (f there wis dny chinge i the mornivg

y | woke up fo find Id broken the villgee.

%0, | pwl' the 20up oW | figure o cantt hurt. And

= Aitwiy, Im drikivy winte vither {00 quickly 4o be dble H wio then thaf | redlioed | hadint redlioed how ld

N to dct vitiondly. turn the power souvee bick on.

=3 b

H wiho ont Tuesday whent | vetlised that something wis foud; | fhought, (f | go for 4 redlly lovg wilk, perdps :_-_'_
2 wrong with the villgee. Everﬁh{% Juﬁ'f locked <0 [d work ﬁnme’r?u'% out by m@hﬁﬁlt, dnd be dble 1o

hedthy. Bven me. Oh why couldint | qusot have left if 4l sort i 4l out before anyone redlly noticed.

R dlone?




P, Sally. Good plan.

8 Preept that | felt o0 daimn tired | fell dsleep i 4 Freld of
By willile cort. And woke up, stulmblivig bick 1o 4
R colmpletely dark villgge.

g Stll with vo pla, bud | figured | could qust ertwl out
B 1o the villdge reen with Iy litle bits of dlion techuology
- dnd sort somethivg out without dinyore notieis,

& You cn guess how well that dll went from the faet

= Hhat Im cowering i my cottige, surrounded by dery

fj'vﬂ_lﬁ@erﬁ, wﬁ:‘h’m@ For Iy tomato S0Up o bail.

Just hid to PoP offt and Ve it 4 otir. Nedvly reddy.

1 There we dre. About 1o be die 4 horrible dedth dnd fm

-~ wrtiig up Iy soup didry.

| eould ’rr\, redooning with the willdeers | SUppose.

e

Thit didnt go fervibly well. 1 couldirt thitke of 4 thigg
to oy, 4nd they 4l locked vetlly fived. One or two of
them just o6t on the ground, hedds resting dglinst
their forches, which dre @l winking out like candles.

S0, we muttered indudibly dt edeh other for 4 bif, then __f_'fj":'

| shud the door dnd 4de Wy soup.

o

v <
.,_»:\-..

Got ! out 50 tired.

Right. 1 goes like this. A opedker dnd & Microphone
dre wived the stime wiy, basically. You can — qust
dbout — turnt 4 spetker tto 4 mierophone  simply
by reversiig the wiriig,

Pout i doesn't necesstrtly work thad well — #fter 4ll,

good spedkers dont make very good Wierophoies, ﬁmd 2




N nd 4 ke 'PM\P i preH'\f h‘mnxf Verd Ly, fm
Wdﬁrt'w@ _ﬂ@ﬁm. Sorr\f.

B8 | redlly mesoed up whan | set off Ao BMP. | diditt ot
& furn off those engiines. Theyd beent contenttedly exclivig,
B8 out tha power for canturtes, ticking gantly over.
Witine.

g The EMP switched their Imade — those engies drawiidg
8 back 1 4l the power theyd stored in their
§  surroundies. Al of us Ju‘b‘]’ leving batteries.

j__H"ﬁ redrkably effieient. Taking back i 4l that energy —
"Pe'r‘"rlﬂ'Pﬁ it whsit't even 4 benevolent process i the first

Pice.

_. A Ironieally, (f ﬁmq‘d brought mdins dectrie fo this villdge
iR “oouer, w\a\,be this wouldin't hive — or would 47 | can't
 work that arte out.

| exinded 1o the grean, pﬂﬁ% My sleepivig Iyieh b,

and et off wiother BMP. Im hoping thit ve got the :
avigines fo chnge gedr bick — but maybe A1l start
driwivg the power i even Fister.

Who kitows? Iw feelivg better! | can write thes journdl _'

fetin while | wiet for the strangth 4o come bick 1o
My lego. | hid enough strength 4o wilk sdme of the
wihy back even to put out 4 siudl five that hid wis
e 4 sleepivy man's coft.

ut thit wis dbout it

M e#per:'mem’r: | oAt up
the Morris. i tikes 4 while,
but the evigie furps over.

h doesnt sound hrzﬂl’rhxi,
poor ’rht'vb but Fives me
somethig o do.










