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Hello Everyone,

This month, we at The Connected Studio are celebrating our 2nd year anniversary – a great time to 
take stock of all we’ve achieved. We also wanted to take this opportunity to say a big thank you to 
all of you who’ve shown us support or worked with us, and tell you about what we’re going to be up 
to for the next 6 months so you can make sure you join in.

When we sat down as a team to think about our Connected Studio highlights, we realised there 
were plenty, like helping teams in the BBC to find new focus for their strategic challenges, finding 
new ways for the best brains from in and outside the BBC to work together and always staying true 
to our belief that bringing the insight and involvement of real audiences into every stage of the 
process would make for stronger ideas. It’s why we’ve been so proud of seeing how ambitious ideas 
have become real pilots with your help. 

Events

In our mission to work more closely with teams across the 
BBC and partner with the best talent in the digital creative 
industry, we’ve put together 52 workshops and events 
that have been attended by over a thousand people – 
that’s an event almost every 2 weeks since we set out. 
The word is getting out, we even had an event this year 
that was so popular it was fully booked up within 2 days.  

In total we’ve been joined by 83 independent creative agencies from across the UK, resulting in 
442 creative new pitches: 31 of these are being shepherded through the Connected Studio piloting 
process; a third are in the final stages of the production process. You can learn more about some of 
them from the teams themselves. These stories show that what we’re doing is working and we can’t 
wait to see what the next year brings.

Technical diversity

So many people from across the UK with diverse technical and creative backgrounds have joined 
forces to crack focused challenges that reach out to users in new ways. For example, we brought 
in colleagues from TV and Future Media to discuss and work with interactive video technology. We 
taught them how to use the software and set them up with resources to build pilots. This culminated 
in teams taking part in a Connected Studio showcase presented to the BBC Management Board – it’s 
not often you get to talk in person to the Director General about your own creations! 

We’ve been collaborating with other media organisations and academic institutions to inspire new 
ways to curate the news. Our list of partners ranges from BBC News, Sky News, The Times, 
The Financial Times, The Wall Street Journal Europe, The Drum, STV, Swansea University, UCL and 
many more organisations who all participated in the hugely successful newsHACK II events 
in Dublin and Glasgow. 
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New challenges

In the next 6 months there’ll be even more opportunities to make your mark in partnership with 
BBC Connected Studio. We’ll be working on new challenges with BBC World Service, Science and 
Wales. But if you can’t wait, check out our latest brief on coding for teenagers, which aims to create 
an appealing digital experience with a coding component for 13-16 year olds. And later this month, 
we’ll be inviting people to join us on a journey with the world famous BBC Natural History Unit and 
their next landmark series, ‘One Planet’. From the Producers of ‘Planet Earth’ and ‘Frozen Planet’, 
the series will feature spellbinding adventures introducing viewers to the rules of the game of life as 
it plays out across Earth’s great wildlife arenas. See the Connected Studio website on towards the 
end of May, or keep your eyes peeled for announcements on our twitter feed.

Thanks again for your support. As ever, we’re looking forward to working with as many of you as 
humanly possible this year!

The Connected Studio Team
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