
 

Plastics: Easy wins and potential pitfalls  

 
Guidance from BBC Sustainability for content producers on the use of plastic items  

 

Following the success of Blue Planet II, 62% of the audience surveyed said they wanted to make 

changes in their daily life to reduce their impact on our oceans. In response, on Saturday 23 June 2018, 

the BBC launched a year-long initiative called Plastics Action (as part of a wider project Plastics 

Watch). This aims to positively enable the British public to change their individual behaviour and help 

reduce plastic pollution.  

 

To support this initiative, we’ve gathered together a few easy wins for producers of BBC content so 

that you can also promote good practice, both on and off-screen.  If there is an opportunity within your 

content production to incorporate these changes this could have a significant impact in normalising 

the use of reusable alternatives to single-use plastics.  

 

In the production process 

 Provide or encourage your cast and crew to use reusable water bottles and coffee mugs. 

 When providing catering, make reusable crockery and cutlery the first option and avoid 

polystyrene at all costs. 

 If you do need to provide disposables, aim for non-plastic ones (paper based for example). 

 Always try to use sustainably sourced materials to replace plastics (making sure wood or paper 

based items are FSC certified for instance). 

 Make sure that you have appropriate recycling facilities on your filming locations. 

 

On-screen: for presenters, actors or contributors 

 Do not drink from single-use plastic bottles, opt for glasses or reusable bottles instead. 

 Avoid plastic straws, bags and coffee cups, try reusable or biodegradable options. 

 Actively recycle any plastic disposables that cannot be eliminated. 

 

Beware of potential issues 

 Be conscious of what the public can see through web-cams in radio studios. 

 Carefully check on-screen content produced by third parties, it may contain material which does 

not match these suggestions. 

 Share your values and aspirations with contractors, your supply chain and other third party 

contributors, as they may not automatically have aligned policies in place. 

 

Resources and support 

 Contact albert@bbc.co.uk with any questions. 

 More information on albert and sustainable production is available on www.wearealbert.org.  

 The BBC can support you through the albert certification process, enabling you to reduce the 

environmental impact of your production and to display the “albert certified” logo on your end 

credits. 

 

Document issued by the BBC Sustainability team  

 Jeremy Mathieu, Sustainability Advisor, jeremy.mathieu@bbc.co.uk  

 Nicholas Leslie, Sustainability Manager, nicholas.leslie@bbc.co.uk  
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