
FAQ 

 What is a registered corporate entity? 

For a company to be a registered corporate entity you need to be registered 

with Companies House. 

All limited companies in the UK, and overseas companies with a branch or place 

of business in the UK need to be registered with Companies House. 

For a Limited liability partnership (LLP) to be a registered corporate entity 
you also need to be registered with Companies House.  

http://www.companieshouse.gov.uk/infoAndGuide/llp.shtml 

Companies House incorporates and dissolves limited companies, registers the 

information companies are legally required to supply, and makes that 
information available to the public 

All registered limited companies, including subsidiary, small and inactive 
companies, must file annual financial statements in addition to annual company 
returns, which are all public records. Only some registered unlimited companies 

(meeting certain conditions) are exempt from this requirement. 

The BBC is funded by public money and working with registered corporate 

entities ensures that any money it pays out is shown in their published accounts.  
 

 What other entities will BBC Radio Consider? 

 
Co-operative 

Co-operative businesses are owned and run by and for their members, whether 

they are customers, employees or residents. As well as giving members an equal 

say and share of the profits, co-operatives act together to build a better world. 

 

Co-operatives UK is the national trade body that campaigns for co-operation and 

works to promote develop and unite co-operative enterprises. More info can be 

found below: 

http://www.uk.coop/ 
 

Social Enterprise 

http://www.socialenterprise.org.uk/ 

A social enterprise is a business that trades for a social and/or environmental 

purpose. It will have a clear sense of its ‘social mission’:  which means it will 

know what difference it is trying to make, who it aims to help, and how it plans 

to do it.  It will bring in most or all of its income through selling goods or 

services.  And it will also have clear rules about what it does with its profits, 

reinvesting these to further the ‘social mission’ 
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 Why do companies need to be enlisted on the Data Protection Act 
register? 

The Data Protection Act 1998 requires every data controller (eg organization) 
who is processing personal information to register with the Information 

Commissioners Office, unless they are exempt 

  ‘Personal information’ means any detail about a living individual that can     be 
used on its own,   or with other data, to identify them. 

BBC Radio must ensure it complies with the Data Protection Act 1998 and any 
companies it works with also need to comply with this act.  

You will be required to ensure that anyone in your company who may come into 
contact with personal information has completed relevant training. 

 How can I demonstrate delivery / experience of Network 

programme to Network Radio? 

A company must be able to demonstrate which network stations your company 

has worked for delivering full programmes before TX date. This information 
should be included in your company profile and give examples of programmes 
which have been TX and when they were TX. Along with some detail about the 

experience of the Senior Editorial contact, who must demonstrate significant 
track record in network Radio Production at producer level, or equivalent 

 

 Do registered companies need to agree to the BBC Terms of Trade? 

All companies who are commissioned to produce programmes for BBC Radio 
must agree to the standard terms of trade. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/commissioning/assets/radio/general_terms.pdf 

  
Why do registered companies need to agree to the Terms and 

Conditions for Proteus? 

BBC Proteus is a bespoke Commissioning system which allows Independent 
companies to submit commissioning proposals. When a BBC radio network 

invites programme proposals it will require them to be submitted in Proteus 
unless otherwise specified. Any independent production company must therefore 

have access to Proteus before it can submit a programme proposal.  

This system has its own Terms and Conditions which to gain access to all 
corporate entities must agree to.  

 

 What are the technical requirements? 

The different networks have their own sound and their network-specific 
requirements but there are common technical standards for all programme 
makers delivering audio for broadcast on BBC Radio. Please see below link. 

http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/commissioning/site/BBCRADIOTechSpec1.
pdf (Please copy this link into your internet browser) 
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 How can registered companies ensure that they have adequate 
health and safety resources and procedures that are in line with 

the BBC’s Health & Safety requirements? 

Once commissioned, all Independent companies must be able to demonstrate 
adequate health and safety resources and procedures.  

BBC Health and Safety guidelines can be sent found on the below link:  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/safety/ 

All independent production companies working on programmes for the BBC need 

to complete a Health and Safety Questionnaire. This will be sent to you along 
with a covering letter on the instruction of a radio network once you have been 
commissioned.  

You can take a look at the H&S form which can be found on the below link: 

http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/commissioning/site/HealthandSafetyQues
tionnaireupdatedNov2012.pdf (Please copy this link into your internet 

browser) 

 If I no longer meet the requirements to be added the Radio 
Independents database how can RIG assist me? 

The Radio Independents Group has a page on its website entitled "Working With 

and for Indies" which has a register of member companies that welcome 
approaches from individuals and includes some information about their 
specialisms, client networks etc.  This information will be expanded and updated 

before the new BBC database comes into effect in April. 
http://www.radioindies.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=arti

cle&id=65&Itemid=76 
 

 During the period of re-registering what will happen if I am 

commissioned but no longer meet the requirements for Radio 
database? 

During the time of January - April 2014 any indie that is shortlisted but no longer 
qualifies for the new database will be assisted to either meet the new criteria in 
full or to find a registered indie to take the pre-offers forward for full 

development. 
 

 Who can I appeal to if I am not accepted onto the database? 

If you are not accepted for inclusion in the BBC Radio Database you can appeal 

to Paul Smith, Head of Editorial Standards and Radio Independents Executive 
(Paul.Smith@bbc.co.uk) 
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