
 
 
 

5 live Formula 1 
Background 
 
BBC Radio 5 live has provided first class commentary on Formula 1 for over 10 years. A typical 
weekend’s coverage would include the Thursday and Friday practise days, Saturday qualifying, a 
mid-week preview programme, race day Sunday, a weekly post-show podcast and occasionally a 
‘Slicks O Six’ phone-in. The build-up content is spread across 5 live sports extra and 5 live on-line 
with the majority of race days broadcast on 5 live. 
 
BBC Radio 5 live has radio commentary rights to continue broadcasting live coverage of the sport 
from the start of the 2016/17 season for 3 years through to the end of the 2018/19 season. 
 
Current position 
 
The programme produces many hours of content through-out the weekend, both live commentary 
and analytical discussion. It requires a great working relationship with FOM, extensive contacts and 
an in-depth knowledge of all areas of the sport. 
 
The technical brief is complex and requires the producer to own all the necessary hardware to 
broadcast a split-feed 3 hour live race-day commentary programme from all over the globe, 
sometimes on consecutive weekends. A 5 live version of the programme and a second uninterrupted 
version of the programme (without cut-aways for other sports news and flashes) must be broadcast 
simultaneously on two separate feeds. Commentary positions are on location or studio based with 
roving pit lane reporters. 
 
5 live’s output is intrinsically linked with BBC’s TV output, so an understanding of how the TV 
production works is important. There is an element of talent and equipment sharing across a 
weekend which requires the production company to work in tangent with the television team. 
 
Future position 
 
Due to the complexity of the production and the expertise needed to deliver the required amount of 
content, 5 live intends to offer the current incumbent production company a new three year 
contract.  
 
However, if you feel you have the ability and experience within the sport to deliver this commission 
and would like to speak to us, please contact Commissioning Editor Richard.Maddock@bbc.co.uk 
before 23.11.15. 
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