BBCRLD SERVICE
CEARNING ENGLISH

Culture: Christmas Parties 4k: X#tE S

B|BIC)

WORLD
SERVICE

bbecchina.com.cn




Culture: Christmas Parties X4t,: XiEEs

Fun for the Workers 3T TAFH) 58

Read the text below and do the activity that follows.
PBE T HEMAESC, RJETBHSRN

Workplaces all over the UK are gearing up for the festive period and all the
traditions and customs that come with it. But will this Christmas be a cause for
happiness and celebration or disappointment and embarrassment?

One way that colleagues in Britain show their appreciation of each other at
this time of year is by doing a ‘Secret Santa’ present giving. Secret Santa is
when people who work together buy each other gifts without saying who they
are from.

Co-workers all write their name on a piece of paper and then stage a lottery
in which each workmate takes another colleague’s name at random. Each
person then has to buy a present for the colleague whose name they have
picked, usually with an agreed budget set at a small amount of money such as
five or ten pounds (50 or 100 Yuan).

As the gifts are given anonymously, the quality of presents can vary greatly;
in an internet survey of Secret Santa presents, gifts that people received
ranged from tickets to the opera to an air-freshener hanger for a car.

Another common seasonal workplace tradition is the office Christmas party,
when workmates put on their most glamorous outfits and take advantage of
a plentiful supply of free booze.

While most parties go off without a hitch, sometimes the effects of alcohol
cause party-goers to regret their drunken antics.

The BBC invited people to share their most embarrassing Christmas office
party stories, and received hundreds of funny stories, such as the man who
split his trousers back to front with his extravagant dance moves or the tipsy
lady who spent the entire night with back of her dress tucked into her pants
and saw the photos that proved it.

But the worst story must surely come from Stuart Vaines, who got so drunk he
dunked his boss’s head down the toilet. Unsurprisingly, he was fired the very
next day.
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Glossary iliCE

gearing up — kZ%& festive period — 5 KE

embarrassment — Jitjif colleagues — A%

co-workers — T4 lottery — N&%

workmate — TK; [FZ random — FEE K

budget — TiH anonymously — E£ /)

opera — KAl air-freshener hanger —FHEFSE
BrE KT

glamorous outfits — #F &S booze — Kk

go off without a hitch — JJEF|EiR | drunken antics —H J5 IR AT R

tipsy — FHEHE tucked into — ZEi#

dunked — BABE (HXFEBEIE— | fired SR

NHISR 215 S A 7K B

1. Reading Quiz [FiEi5%

Are these sentences true or false? Circle the correct answer.

DT HTFMRE?2HAUEMER? 5B HIERER.

1.

2.

In a Secret Santa bosses buy presents for their employees. True / False

You are only allowed to spend a pre-agreed amount of money on the
present. True / False

. An office Christmas Party is usually a meal in the work canteen.

True 7/ False

. Sometimes people drink too much and make fools of themselves at t he

party. True / False

. One man who told his embarrassing Christmas party story to the BBC

actually lost his job for behaving badly. True / False
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2. Vocabulary for Parties and Socialising ZE&f4AT 68

Match the words and phrases below to their definitions/explanations.

3T FE] TE AR L ) 2 AR

1. Cheers! a. What the bar person says when
about to close the bar

2. It’s my round! b. It's my turn to buy everyone a
drink

3. It’s your shout! c. A word or phrase used when

drinking with another person

4. Time, ladies and gentlemen! d. You should buy everyone a drink

Now complete the sentences below using words or phrases from
above.

FEL L& SE R 3R] FHEEE

1.« I Last orders at the bar.”

2. “You got the last one in so . What’s everybody having?”

3. “Here’s to you, bottoms up!”
“And the same to you, ”

4. “Everybody else has got a round in so . And mine’s a pint,
please”.
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3. Label the Pictures triE B H

Look at the pictures below. Do you know what these items are? Write
the name of the object underneath the picture.

BETIIE . RAEXLERAAYMEG? ERYH AR EER A TH.

decoration Christmas tree stocking bow
mistletoe cracker party hat turkey
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4. Wordsearch HiF#Z&

Try to find the words associated with Christmas parties in the puzzle
below.

There are ten words to find. Words can be written horizontally (=),
vertically (1) or diagonally (»)

TEEE T IR, 5 ERRSH RNIGE BFER.
A L0, FHHBT AT RELUKFH (=) |ER (V) BTAR (v) BHEL.

fun drink cheers gift santa
booze dressup mistletoe Kiss drunk
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Answers &%

1. Reading Quiz [F3EH% 2. Vocabulary for Parties and Socialising
Are these sentences true or false? Circle the Match the words and phrases below to their
correct answer. definitions/explanations.
UTHTHRURE?HURMR? FH W EREE. l.c
2.b
1. In a Secret Santa bosses buy presents for their 3.d
employees. False 4.
Now complete the sentences below using words or
2. You are only allowed to spend a pre-agreed phrases from above.

amount of money on the present. True
1. “Time, ladies and gentlemen! Last orders at the

3. An office Christmas Party is usually a meal in the bar.”
work canteen. False

2. “You got the last one in so it’s my round! What's

4. Sometimes people drink too much and make fools everybody having?”

of themselves at the party. True
3. “Here’s to you, bottoms up!”

5. One man who told his embarrassing Christmas “And the same to you, Cheers!”
party story to the BBC actually lost his job for
behaving badly. True 4. “Everybody else has got a round in so it’s your shout!

and mine’s a pint, please.”

3. Label the Pictures $pVEE A 4. Wordsearch HiFEHEZR

Look at the pictures below. Do you know what

these items are? Write the name of the object k g
underneath the picture.
dir|i |[n]|Kk i m
HETFIE R . ROEXERG20MEG? ERDHEHREER r s f i
JiFi. e S d t s
s r t
S flu|ln |
u n e
1. cracker 2. party hat p k t
s A 2
a-of) * 7 clhlele|r|s e
@% O\
blo|o|z|e s|aln|t]a
R T
—
3. stocking 4. Christmas tree
E3

6. decoration

8. mistletoe
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