BBC Learning English — Authentic Real English

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Authentic Real English: Whistle-blower 4%

Helen: Hello, welcome to Real English from BBC Learning English. I'm Helen.
Zoé: A, .
Helen: Today we’re going to look at words and phrases that have recently become

part of the English language.

Zoé: FEA R IMIETETE B, BATIR: 2] 28 AE  fof BRI, KR IAT S BRI .
JE Helen, A4 R B2 HE il 2 A+ AW ?

Helen: Today’s new word is whistle-blower. That’s whistle and blower; whistle-
blower.

Zoé: Whistle-blower. Whistle 32w I105 )L, blower ZWug LN, EbATEE—

i, Rfr2am/Eme, Helen?

Helen: Well, listen carefully. A whistle-blower is someone who tells the government
or the public that the company he works for is doing something wrong or
illegal. It’'s common in newspaper reporting.

Zoé: ARG A )L UL SRS WA S PR AR A 2

Helen: I’'ll give an example. Imagine you were working for a law firm, but you found
out that the company was taking money from criminals and not telling the
truth in court. What would you do?

Zoé: W, AR, B RN S VR A

Helen: So, you would be a whistle-blower.

Zoé: I see, a whistle-blower. 45 2 ARECE BUBA LA IE XARAF LA .

Example

A: Why did you have to leave your job, Fred?

B: Well, | became a whistle-blower. The company wasn’t paying its taxes and | told the
police. They closed the company as a result, and | lost my job!
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Z0é: Would you become a whistle-blower, Helen?

Helen: Hmmm... yes. If the company was doing something illegal, I think I would
have to say something. But | would be scared.

Z0é: Why?

Helen: Well, you would probably lose your job for one thing, and if the company was
doing something illegal they might do something bad to you, to keep you
quiet.

Z0é: In that case, you have to be very careful.

Helen: Exactly. Anyway, let’s recap, whistle-blower is...

Zoé: Whistle-blower. 52 B2 T SEAEAT A4 28 A BUSATUAL 38 X A5 J LI -

Helen: You’ve been listening to Real English from BBC Learning English. Join us again

soon. Bye-bye.

Z08é: MEATT R O H L.
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