BBC Learning English - Q & A of the Week

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Q & A of the Week: Cheesy and Quality ZiEHH{EE

Feifei: REUF ! AWK BBCHETEZfr K1 (R IRED) 1T H . XA H R AT R
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William Kremer. Hello William.

William: Hello.
Feifei: K H F [EShirley 418 cheesy il quality 2.
Insert

Hello, this is Shirley. I'm living in Guangzhou at the moment. And I'm an English teacher
teaching in a language institute. When I was in England, I heard of some phrases people
talk about, like 'the cheesy music’ or the sentence, 'They are quality’. My friends and
classmates, when they are watching football, they always say, '‘Wow, that’s quality’. So I
want to know the meaning of cheesy and quality. Thanks a lot.

Feifei: Shirley W2l £JEFE N4 cheesy 1 quality JXEANA], bt 30 b fr 5 [ 7 i
Wr B 1428 T —28, W7t cheesy music, &AM A A8 E /L BRI I 23 i
‘Wow, that’s quality’. What do these words mean, William?

William: Well I'm not surprised to hear that Shirley spent some time in England,
because both of those words - cheesy and quality - are very colloquial.

Feifei: FEF

William: And especially the word quality when it’s used like this. So we could use
quality to say for example, ‘This is quality meat’ — and here quality means
high quality. And that’s quite formal, but recently this word quality has
started to be used by young people as slang.

Feifei: XA AR 2 5 N9 E—AMEE slang k4§ . How do they use it William?

William: Well T don’t know Feifei because I'm too old! But no, I think it's used
exactly like Shirley said. So people say ‘That’s quality, that is” or maybe
‘He’s quality, he’s a quality footballer’. And it just means really good, or
maybe really cool.
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Feifei: That's quality J&—MEE B uiE, =S U2 ZR PERE i BeR nis . IBUR e
FEATEA RN Z 2 (KA XA William ?

William: Well it depends on the situation. As I said, it's a very informal, colloquial
word. And also it’s not used that much in this way, so I wouldn't use it like
this in a job interview for example. I think Shirley’s example of being with
friends and maybe watching a football match is quite a good one, so you
might see somebody score a really really good goal and you’d say to your
friends, ‘Wow, that was quality!’ I think that kind of use is really good.

Feifei: H4 Shirley &[0 | cheesy iXAMiil...

William: Well cheesy is another informal word, although it isn’t slang. And this word
is used quite a lot at the moment.

Feifei: EAABAERAT IR s, e — AR

William: Now before we came in today, Feifei, you said that you thought that this
word cheesy would be very difficult to explain. Why is that?

Feifei: DRI 2R R A5 AR 71 DU HL A — A B )R]
William: Well to help us, we asked some Londoners to think of examples of

something cheesy.

Feifei: BATRENURAT T — 240N, Ui A 1904941 4 R P42 cheesy. HEJLIFZRZ A5
74 cheesy HIZPEH—HE. TNV FH =N AW cheesy ST 4.

Insert

Eurovision, yeah. The music competition that’s held within all the European countries
where they all compete and Britain especially is well-known for its really cheesy music.

The Eurovision? It’s a song contest with bad songs performed by bad singers in horrible
outfits.

Cheesy... Eurovision song contest. That’s cheesy. It's the song contest where all
European countries send an artist and they sing songs and then the audience votes. It’s
very kitsch. It’s lovely.

Feifei: XY, b= AR S T —NEE LE € - the Eurovision Song Contest 2 Mk
H/CEPNE N
William: Let’s listen to those clips again and this time, see if you can tell if the

people speaking enjoy the Eurovision song contest.

Feifei: BATFRY W& = BEE,  VRAEASBE AT TS AT mP I TR H A7 ] 2 5 2 W R e K
SEIR 2
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Insert

Eurovision, yeah. The music competition that’s held within all the European countries
where they all compete and Britain especially is well-known for its really cheesy music.

The Eurovision? It’s a song contest with bad songs performed by bad singers in horrible
outfits.

Cheesy... Eurovision song contest. That’s cheesy. It's the song contest where all
European countries send an artist and they sing songs and then the audience votes. It’s
very kitsch. It’s lovely.

William: So Feifei, do you think those people enjoy Eurovision?

Feifei: Well, the second speaker said it was ‘bad songs performed by bad singers’
and the last person said it was ‘lovely’.

William: Yes. And this is one way to understand the meaning of ‘cheesy’. It's
something which we think is maybe poor quality, or maybe unfashionable,
but we can enjoy it anyway.

Feifei: Jik cheesy AJ LA SRR IR —AN i AN G (B Gk B (PR R S AR I 3 XK 2R
[
William: And that last speaker used the word ‘kitsch’. He said ‘It’s very kitsch. It's

lovely’. And this word kitsch has a very similar meaning to cheesy although
it is a bit more formal. Now there was another thing that the people we
spoke to associated with this word cheesy.

Feifei: KR ARG NAIL T M cheesy XANMAKIES . W& FiJLBOE, &
B ENTBA S5 ?

Insert

For me, cheesy is kind of something that you would hear in a bad love story, maybe.
That’s cheesy for me - something that is cliché as well, maybe.

Something that makes you cringe... like something really really romantic or like,
Valentine’s Day is cheesy. Yeah, definitely is cheesy.

Rom coms - romantic comedy films. Those are pretty cheesy. Red roses on Valentine’s
Day.

Feifei: AT IHR R B 1) 2 155 e o

William: Yes, the first speaker talked about a bad love story, the second speaker
mentioned Valentine’s Day and the last speaker talked about romantic
comedy films or “rom coms”. And the point here is that cheesy stuff can be
very sentimental.

Feifei: Cheesy 17 ] LAZIAIEH #& A5 1) = L sentimental.
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William: So maybe there are for example some old songs that you remember from
your childhood, and although you don’t normally listen to that kind of
music now, you love to sometimes hear one of those old-fashioned cheesy
songs.

Feifei: AR S RAWT — 1 LI Bl s WSkt PO IR AL 2 LR IR Ly
B, PrUlFRAIALEYr, BaXLshipitR cheesy.

William: So I know that this is hard to understand but I do hope this explanation of
the word cheesy has been helpful. But before we go there are a couple
more ways that this word can be used.

Feifei: Cheesy XAMAIEA —Le & i HIVE...
William: So Feifei, what word do we say in Britain and America when someone is

taking our picture?

Feifei: William J2& 88 [ R AE o 6 OH I R AT 04T 4, XANKRATHNIE, 2 cheese XA
Xt ?
William: Right, so a cheesy smile is a smile for the camera. It's not a real smile

because you're happy - it's a bit fake.

Feifei: A cheesy smile ZXIHEB LM NRE, A& MTOIRJLE GRS, & M2
HR ISR o

William: And for a final meaning of this word cheesy, listen to this woman:

Insert

Cheese on toast? That’s very cheesy!

Feifei: Cheese on toast @4+ = % s cheesy. What a surprise! J15 T 4 AR X ARA
W2E ST IAMER, AT LSS ATT, AT R A IR A . AT email
guestlons.chlnaelt@bbc.co.uk.

William: So many thanks to Shirley for this week’s very interesting question about
those words cheesy and quality! And I do hope that we were able to help!

Feifei: Yes, bye.
William: Bye.
Insert

OK, thank you so much. Thank you so much for calling and answering my question.
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