BBC Learning English — Q & A of the Week

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Q & A of the Week: See, Look and Watch #EREE ‘F ’ KA

Feifei: Hello welcome to Question and Answer of the Week. I'm Feifei.
Finn: MWW R IR 32, 1I'm Finn. We're here, as always, to help you with your

questions about the English language.
Feifei: And this week, we have a question from a Chinese listener in New Zealand.
Insert

Hello my name is Hui. | have a question: when | talk with local people they use lots of
words like watch, see and look, and | wonder the difference among these words. Thank
you..

Finn: A very good question there. Huiping #1%1i& look, watch and see X =M1
AJF. Now they're all common words, but actually this question is not so
easy to answer, is it Feifei?

Feifei: No it's not but let's try our best. KZ 1 & XX ZAHRIAEAFE A, i K25
Tﬁﬁ?éﬁ. AR IR [ 5] HBLAE — R UG P I, BT e IE A I EE AR L
T A 2 BT A5 1% F WA 1] e 2

Finn: Yes, so today we'll be looking at the differences in meaning and usage
between these three related words, with the help of a cat.

Insert

Meow

Feifei: A cat? ANib e BATTIE 2 M A X TR R il . Ready Finn?

Finn: Ready. So first up: see, S.E.E. This is the simplest of the three words, and
it simply is when you use your eyes, so by using your eyes, you are aware
of something — you can see it.

Feifei: See WREFHMAE, M—FPNGEN TR B Ze by, ANEIRREARA EZE
%E@’ /\’5(‘1 %fUT aware of it EJEZ%%D%EE@Z?E’ iZHﬂL?fEFH see.

Insert

When | went into my kitchen, | could see my cat, Mr Fluffy.
Feifei: TR AN XA T R E ) T sees XU, MR A 2R LR .
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Finn: That's right. So let's look at word number two, which is look: L.O.0.K.
What's the difference between see and look? Well, the difference is that
when you look at something you do it deliberately — you pay attention to
it.

Feifei: Look - 4¥RE ) deliberately FHA0ZEHE 16— 475 1IN 1%
Insert

Mr Fluffy couldn't see me, he was looking at his food bowl, which was empty. Then I
coughed, and he turned round and looked at me.

Feifei: EAMFUL Mr Fluffy 60T & looking ‘& HIZ R I his food bowl — X2 —4F
A s, e Wr B A%, Mr Fluffy X B L F# look at A
N XA AN AR B

Finn: Now, thirdly, the last word: watch, W.A.T.C.H is a bit different from look.
Now, you watch something when you look at it but for longer, and
especially when it's something that's changing or moving.

Feifei: Watch — looking at FI watching X /™1 f#] X ) 38 3 76 55— AR 78 1) I R]
FUSRSE RN BTUAFRATTH ) watch SRERIE AR IR 1 FE —ANRVE, JCIHE—ANEA W
B2 FAR L 2R T .

Insert

Mr Fluffy was hungry. | knew because he just kept watching me — whatever | did he
just kept watching me. | walked to the other side of the kitchen to get some food, and he
was watching me. All the time just watching me.

Feifei: YUGHESER Mr. Fluffy XA~—BITEES watching X7 5e4 78 J2 1 Bk skt 29
TUEA B FE . R IR e R — HAEES), Wit — NERRTE MR
v, IR FRATHNZA ZhiF watch; Bifli—HuE &), BAMr Fluffy 13X FU
WAt looking at HHM T . WHEBRNCLMBEES T watch, see i84 look KX
. So did Mr Fluffy get his food?

Finn: Hmm, I hope so. Now in Chinese, there's one more thing | think we should
be aware of — the influence of the verb %. So in Chinese you get phrases

like &1, FHHEAM,

Feifei: Yes, HURFEDGE P RAMEH B HER 2 E, etk b AT A A R 0 3) ok &
INEIEA .
Finn: Indeed, so for example % ) we say 'watch TV', we don't say 'see TV' or

'look TV'. & 1ME, that's slightly different. We actually use the verb 'read':
to read a book. So here we've introduced a fourth verb: see, look, watch
and now read.

il

Feifei: HBSEFMRL, A MEhi read, BRI FR, HIERK 2 Lkl .
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Insert

I gave Mr Fluffy his bowl of food and then sat down to read the paper. Then | watched
a little TV. As | was watching | heard a noise. Meow. | looked down. Mr Fluffy was
hungry again.

Feifei: b7, BATEL BRI, AEASKRITHAERS T Huiping #Hi R, WAk
R b T XA 1)

Insert

Huiping: Thanks for answering my question, | love this programme very much.

Finn: And Huiping, we have a question for you — do you like cats?

Huiping: Oh, not really?

Finn: Not really? Ok thank you.

Feifei: B RARA A A0S ST 35 2 20 7 T AL, 37 s 2
guestions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk. 48Rt AT LG ffi AT R 5B 11 1 3 -

Finn: www.bbcchina.com.cn. Bye for now.

Feifei: Bye.
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