BBC Learning English — Q & A of the Week

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Q & A of the Week: Money Amounts ¥

Finn: Hi, I'm Finn.

Feifei: And I'm Feifei.

Finn: And you’re listening to Question and Answer of the Week.
Feifei: FEIZANTT H o JA TR 22 [0 R e SR 127 >0 S A v 38 5 7 Ao o
Finn: This week, we're talking about money.

Insert

I am always confused about the expression of the amount of money people are talking
about. Usually I don’t understand how much money people are talking about.

Feifei: KEIEHEK Bin A5 ICER & — NMREGE AT .

Finn: Ok — money, now understanding amounts of money is a really important
part of learning a foreign language.

Feifei: You’re right there Finn. AR SEERAEMM R 5 — MR E AR INH
T, BRATIANIR A 7S i S 2R V8 ) i) A A b A W — N 28 5 e ) P 22 5 B A 22 80
TR EIR{E. There’s a big difference between a million and a billion
pounds!

Finn: There certainly is — and this is exactly one of the problems that Chinese
learners have to deal with. There aren’t words for ‘million’ or ‘billion’ in
Chinese. Have a listen to these news reports.

Insert

The government has allocated 235 million pounds... about 500 million pounds a
year...fisherman 5 million pounds to scrap their boats... the welfare budget about 20
billion pounds a year... it involves 20 billion pounds of investment... and over a billion

pounds to do that... the price of toys is important, this market is worth 2.2 billion pounds
annually.

Feifei: Wr5E bR LR R s, B BWr R TIXHANE: million —FJ7; billion +12.
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Finn: I'm sure most of you know these words, but when you start saying things
like 14 billion, or 2.2 billion, which we heard there, it gets a little bit more
tricky, doesn’t it?

Feifei: Yes — one billion 10{ZXAMAFEAE L%, HZE HIATUE2.2 billion 2214, 14.5
billion 145172, & HIX 857 1) G LA ZER shsh Ak 5 -

Finn: That's right. And actually, Feifei | have a lot of sympathy for Chinese
people facing this problem, because | have the same problem when I'm
understanding big numbers in Chinese ft4—7, —@HJ, —1¢, +=40%k2
%%E/,ﬂ
I H

Feifei: Well I think this is one we just have to practise! AE/Rx— [ 14MNE ¥R £
Uf, FEORRNECTE 2 UK, BRI BRSSO 2.

Finn: I think so. Feifei, | think we should move on now. Another time people
might have difficulty understanding amounts in English is when talking
about costs.

Feifei: e F k. EE T mEA7 unit of currency J2%; the pound.

Finn: One pound is divided into 100 pence.

Feifei: —EEHA 1001 pence, fi-l: pence iXANEFE M5 il B HIFR A p.

Finn: Now, if you’re in a shop or cafe, you might hear a conversation a little bit
like this:

Insert

How much is that, please?
That's seven pounds seventy pence.

Finn: Ok — there should be no problems there. Seven pounds seventy pence.
Feifei: K7 e L S

Finn: But you're just as likely to hear this:

Insert

How much is that, please?
That's seven pounds seventy.

Finn: Seven pounds seventy.
Feifei: AL SR, RARADT pence XAMA, {HEEEREEHE,
Finn: Listen to this:
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Insert

How much is that, please?
That's seven seventy.

Feifei: AL S LR A B pounds A UL pence. T8 N AZANHE S W T ECT SR
AT, AR AT RER X AN FAEET 70, HIEH Rn] LR AR T 5L
Fo

Finn: Well Feifei 1 don't know about you but I would be shocked if a couple of

coffees cost me seven hundred and seventy pounds! £ 7-E+4%, no way!

Feifei: Oh yes, even in expensive London. So Finn, any other things we need to be
aware of when talking about amounts of money in English?

Finn: There is one last area to look at before we go, which is slang.
Feifei: Slang f#i% — you mean words like quid?

Finn: Quid, yes exactly. Now listen to these other words:

Insert

I'd say a quid and maybe a grand. A tenner, a fiver, a score.

Feifei: FESETE AR 2 MR R R UL, B DGR IR T Yok AU 7T, Dl LA
2H quid k%~ pound.

Finn: Yes, and how about these other amounts: a fiver?

Feifei: Five pounds.

Finn: A tenner.

Feifei: Ten pounds.

Finn: A score.

Feifei: Twenty pounds.

Finn: And a grand.

Feifei: A thousand pounds. XNl 26 5E B F B 2w m, IR

Finn: And there are some great slang words for money in general.

Insert

That would be dough, dosh and moolah. Wonga, as well, yeah wonga.

Finn: Words like dosh, moolah, wonga and dough.
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Feifei:

Finn:

Feifei:

Finn:

Feifei:
Finn:
Feifei:
Finn:
Feifei:
Finn:
Feifei:
Finn:

Feifei:

Finn:

Insert
Thank you so

Finn:

Feifei:

Finn:

Feifei:
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WA IR Z Uk~ Ek ki, b7t dosh, moolah, dough, and you know
what Finn?

What's that?

We haven’t even mentioned how to talk about amounts of money in
American dollars!

Oh well, we haven't have we — maybe that will have to be another
programme. But, there’s a slang word for dollars which I'm sure lots of you
know. | bet you don’t know it Feifei?

Let me see. Bucks?

Bucks, you're right, well done.

Well 1 won the bet — now you have to give me, hmmm, 100 bucks!

100 bucks? No we didn’t agree that, come on!

Ok then, a tenner.

A tenner. No way.

Ok, a fiver, five quid?

Five quid, hang on a minute.

FEFRAE Finn AR AOMER AR 1 LS Tt S BFER I e, ATl —iE 52> —F Al — 1]
AMER IR BB NAE S B, ARSI B 58—, AR AN AR (R I i X
AR SR IE s 55—, SRR R BB Y.

I hope you’'ve enjoyed the programme and learned a few things about how

to express and understand amounts of money in English. And thank you to
Li Bin for his question.

much for answering my question. Thank you.

Now, if you have any other questions about the English language please
send them to:

guestions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk [F] st %8 2 il FeAl TR sk
www.bbcchina.com.cn

Bye for now.

Bye.
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