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How to make nut bugs 
1. Collect a selection of seeds, seed cases 
and plant parts of varying sizes and shapes. 
These will be used as body parts for the 
Nut Bugs. 

Tip: Wire, twigs or pipe cleaners are good for 
legs; wiggly eyes or tiny acorn cups for eyes; 
and a coolmelt glue gun to stick it all 
together. 

2. Decide what to use for each part of your 
bug’s body. Remember you will need: a head, 
a thorax, an abdomen, two wings, six legs, a 
sting (optional), a pair of antennae and a pair 
of eyes. 

3. Make sure the glue gun is well heated and 
then glue each body part together. 

Tip: Begin with the head and thorax, then add 
the abdomen and so on. Don’t worry if you 
can see blobs of glue as it’ll be transparent 
when it dries. 

4. Keep adding pieces until you’ve got the 
bug you want. You can make a very realistic 
looking insect or a totally imaginary bug.
 
Finally, don’t forget to give your bug a name!
 

See overleaf for Curriculum Links 
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Curriculum Links 
The aim of this activity is to teach children that insects have three body parts and six jointed legs. It also involves Art 
& Design and Design Technology. This activity is largely linked to KS2 but the activity can be adapted to KS1. 

Science: 
KS2: Sc2 Life processes and living things, 4 Variation and classification, 5 Living things in their environment 

Art & Design 
KS2: Investigating and making art, craft and design 

Design Technology 
KS2: Working with tools, equipment, materials and components to make quality products 

Nut bugs – key stage 2 
Learning objectives Structure Plenary 

Objectives Before this lesson: 
Children should learn: – Take children outside to discover which – Display the bugs and give 
– that different animals are minibeasts live in different habitats. each a name. 

found in different habitats – Discuss the features of each of these and their – Children explain to each 
– to observe the conditions in a adaptations to their habitats and feeding other in pairs how they 

local habitat patterns. made the bug and any 

– that animals are suited to the – Use simple keys to identify creatures. problems they 
encountered. environment in which they – Collect a selection of seed cases, seeds and 

are found plant parts to use for making the seed bugs. – Discuss any improvements 
they would make if they – to use observations to make Introduction made another bug. a minibeast using tree parts – – Discuss the features of the minibeasts observed designing, planning and Resources outside. Discuss body parts, wing and leg evaluating. structures, antennae. Example of a ready-made 

Key questions bug, pictures or examples – Show the children an example of a ready-made of real minibeasts to What is a minibeast?
 bug and discuss what they will need to make observe, tree parts, 
Can you name a minibeast?
 their own bug. Decide if it needs to be realistic coolmelt glue guns, eg an insect with all the features or an imaginary Do you know any groups of
 wiggly eyes, pipe cleaners creature. animals which are minibeasts?
 Key vocabulary What features do they have in
 – Design the minibeast and list the materials 
common?
 needed. Invertebrate, backbone, 

– Collect the materials and ensure the glue guns jointed legs, carnivore, Describe some minibeast 

are switched on. herbivore, detritivore, body parts.
 habitat, logs, grass, trees, 

What sort of minibeast is 
 – Children make the bugs. Begin at the head and pond, wings, adaptation 
your bug?
 add each part in turn. 

Supervise glue at all times. Links to IT Did you have any problems
 
making the bug?
 Use websites to investigate
 Follow-up suggestions: minibeasts.
 What would you change if you
 – Describe the life cycle of the bug created. 
made another one?
 Use designing programmes
 

– Design or make its habitat. to design their bug or its
 
– Decide what food it will eat and how. habitat.
 
– Create a key with their minibeast on it. 
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