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Keeping Bees Buzzing



I don’t bee-lieve it!

Honey bees have five eyes!

Honey bees can carry half their weight
in pollen

One honey bee would need to fly the
equivalent of twice around the world to
produce a jar of honey

Bees live in colonies of up to 70,000,
with just one queen

Honey bees do a waggle dance to show
the other bees where the best sites are
to collect nectar and pollen

Bees have two pairs of wings which can
beat at over 180 times per second

40% of the food we eat depends on plants

being pollinated by insects, including bees

One in three mouthfuls of food is produced
with the help of bees

Bees are worth £200 million to the British
economy alone

In a good year, a beehive can produce up to
100 jars (45kg) of honey!




What is a colony?

Honey bees live as colonies, huge ‘families’
with one queen, up to 50,000 sister worker
bees and 200-300 male drone bees.

The queen is the mother of all the bees and

remains in the hive after she’s mated. In the We have installed a ‘bee-cam’ in the
spring she can lay up to 2,000 eggs a day. hive at one of the National Trust
The queen can live for 3-5 years. properties, Mottisfont Abbey in
Hampshire. To see what’s going on, and
The worker bee goes through an apprenticeship to find out more about the project, visit:

of different tasks such as incubating eggs until
it is ready to leave the hive to forage. Worker
bees fly up to three miles, and forage for about
40 minutes to fill their honey stomach or pollen
sacks. The pollen is for protein and the nectar
for energy and conversion to honey. They also
collect a substance called propolis from leaf buds
to use as natural ‘glue’ around the hive.

www.nationaltrust.org.uk/beepartofit

For more information about Bee Part Of It
and how you can be involved visit...

www.bbe.co.uk/springwatch
www.facebook.com/bbcbeepartofit

www.nationaltrust.org.uk/beepartofit
Registered charity no. 205846

www.nationalbeeunit.com
www.flickr.com/groups/bbc_beepartofit
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If you require this information in alternative formats, please call 01793 817706
(standard network charges apply) or email jeannette.heard@nationaltrust.org.uk



