
 

Broadcasters’ Liaison Group (BLG) Teleconference– 15 April 2019 

Note of conclusions and action points 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Present:      Ric Bailey (BBC), Tabby Karamat (BBC), Lisa Morgan (S4C), Sion Pugh (S4C), Chris Wissun 

(ITV),  Emily Barber (Channel 4),  Joan Darroch (STV),   Chris Hagan (UTV), Jacqueline McIntyre (BBC 

NI), Alice Hickey (BBC),  Martin Forward (BBC Wales) Nick Powell (ITV Wales), Tim Burke (BBC),  Janet 

Maclay (Channel Five),  Craig Westwood (the Electoral Commission- observer member) and Niki 

Nixon  (the Electoral Commission- observer member). 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 The BLG had agreed to convene a teleconference to discuss contingency plans in respect of 

the UK government’s possible decision to participate in the upcoming European 

Parliamentary Elections.  

 

1. TIMETABLE FOR EUROPEAN  PARLIAMENTARY ELECTION 

 The European Parliamentary elections are due to take place on 23 May 2019. This would 

mean, if UK did participate, that the election period would have already started. As such, 

there would be only a limited period to schedule PEBs ahead of the election.  

 It was noted that PEBs were already running for the local England and Northern Ireland 

elections taking place on 7 May 2019.  

 

2. CRITERIA FOR PEB QUALIFICATION AND SCHEDULING 

 The BLG discussed the Ofcom rule which states that in elections which use proportional 

representation such as the European Parliamentary election, the minimum qualifying 

criterion for PEBs should be set fairly and reasonably. Members referred back to the criteria 

used in 2014, the last European Parliamentary elections 

 It was noted that in European Parliament elections more parties tend to qualify for a party 

election broadcast. 

 The BLG members discussed the unusual circumstances of this election and the truncated 

time period that broadcasters and political parties had to prepare. There was further 

discussion that due to the limited timetable there could be an issue with the available 

broadcast slots to transmit PEBs. In respect of that issue BLG members discussed providing 

possible late slots and/or double slots in order to transmit all the PEBs for the qualifying 

parties. 

 It was discussed given the unique circumstances of this particular election whether it was 

appropriate to allocate one PEB to parties that qualified and no additional PEBs. 

 The BLG reflected on the PEB criteria and allocations where each broadcaster had come to 

their own decision in respect of criteria, allocation and scheduling. 

 

 

 

 



 

3. ELECTORAL SUPPORT  

 Prior to the teleconference, Ofcom’s note to broadcasters in respect of the European 

elections was circulated as well as Ofcom’s updated digest of past electoral and current 

support for the European Parliamentary elections (published 12 April 2019). It was noted 

that this digest supplemented the earlier document Ofcom published on 14 February 2019 

for the local elections. The members discussed the polling data included in the digest. 

 The BLG discussed the creation of recent new parties as well as the transfer of electoral 

support between parties.  

 

4.  MATTERS ARISING 

 The BLG discussed what should be communicated to parties in the event that the European 

Parliamentary elections do not take place in the UK. 

 

5. PRODUCTION GUIDELINES 

 BLG members were asked to consider the production guidelines as it had been five years 

since the last European Parliamentary elections.  

 It was noted that the restriction on candidates making explicit visual or verbal references to 

their electoral region in PEBs did not apply in European elections where there were general 

references to Scotland, Wales or Northern Ireland. 

 

6. BLG WEBSITE 

 It was noted that some broadcasters needed to update their links on the website.  

 

7. ANY OTHER BUSINESS  

 There was no other business discussed.  


