
 

Broadcasters’ Liaison Group (BLG) Meeting– 13 November 2018 

Note of conclusions and action points 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Present:      Ric Bailey (BBC), Tabby Karamat (BBC), Alasdair MacLeod (BBC Scotland) ,Iestyn Morris 

(S4C), Chris Wissun (ITV),  Heather Jackson (Channel 4), Simon O’Brien (Channel 5), Joan Darroch 

(STV),  Steven Ladurantaye (STV), Chris Hagan (UTV), Jacqueline McIntyre (BBC NI), Alice Hickey 

(BBC),  Martin Forward (BBC Wales) Nick Powell (ITV Wales), Tim Burke (BBC),  Janet Maclay 

(Channel Five),  Craig Westwood (the Electoral Commission- observer member). 

Apologies:   Rosalind Innes (BBC Scotland), Bill Ridley(Talksport),  Jimmy Buckland ( Wireless), Jo 

Verrill (This is Global) and Rhys Evans (BBC Wales). 

The Group was joined by Adam Baxter from Ofcom.   

___________________________________________________________________________ 

1 NOTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

 Members did not have any comments on the notes from the last BLG annual meeting of 28 

November 2017 which had been circulated prior to the meeting. These meeting notes do 

not purport to be a full record merely a note of the conclusions in action points.  

2 RETROSPECTIVE FOR 2018 

Local Elections 

 The BLG noted that there had not been any particular issues in respect of the PEBs for the 

Local England Elections that took place on 3 May 2018.  

 The BLG reflected on the PEB allocations where each broadcaster had come to their own 

decision in respect of allocation. 

PPBs 

 The members discussed that in Northern Ireland two of the main parties (DUP and Sinn 

Fein) did not take up their PPB slots. This was not replicated in England.   

 There was a discussion in respect of a complaint received by STV, and subsequently 

dismissed by Ofcom, where a MSP complained about another party’s PPB and the alleged 

resemblance to a living individual in that broadcast.  

3. THE ELECTORAL COMMISSION UPDATE 

 The Electoral Commission gave an update on its work, with other regulators such as the ICO, 

in respect of transparent digital campaigns.  

 The Commission also anticipated there would be further round table meetings to discuss the 

issues raised by the referendum in 2016. 

 There had been a government consultation on the accessibility of the electoral system for all 

electors. The Commission had submitted a response to the consultation. 



 

4. MATTERS ARISING 

 The members discussed the theoretical issue of PEB qualification for parties that form 

alliances and electoral pacts. 

 The BLG discussed the possibility of merging the Winter and Spring PPBs so there be one 

allocation of PPBs for that period rather than two. It was noted that this would need to be 

accepted by Ofcom. 

5.REPRESENTATIONS FROM POLITICAL PARTIES. 

 The BLG had invited written representations from the political parties and written 

representations are seen from the Yorkshire Party which the BLG noted and discussed. 

6. PRODUCTION GUIDELINES 

 The Productions Guidelines had been amended earlier in 2018 and that further work was 

being undertaken to update some of the links.  

 The BLG discussed each of the broadcasters’ practices for checking whether the political 

parties had complied with their obligations under the Guidelines and in particular on 

whether the appropriate consents had been obtained. 

 There was further discussion on the use of images of world leaders and it was noted that the 

guidelines had been amended in respect of stock pictures.   

 The members discussed the section in the Guidelines which states that a candidate featured 

in a political broadcast should not have any explicit reference to their own electoral area. 

Members referred to similar restrictions on constituency reports in the Ofcom Broadcasting 

Code.  

7. LOOKING FORWARD TO 2019 

Local Elections 2 May 2019:  

 In 2019 there would be local elections in some parts of England and in Northern Ireland; 

these were last contested in 2015 and 2014 respectively. Each broadcaster would come to 

decision on PEB allocation for these elections.  

 Under the Ofcom rules, parties for the Local England Elections would qualify for a PEB if they 

contest one sixth or more of the seats up for election. In Northern Ireland which has 

proportional representation, the broadcasters are required to set a reasonable and fair 

threshold criterion for PEB qualification. It was agreed that the BBC and UTV, as a sub-group 

of the BLG, would meet with the parties in Belfast to discuss proposals.  

 Earlier in the meeting the BLG had discussed contingency plans for any snap election or 

referendum. It was agreed that the BLG would reconvene for a telephone conference in 

those circumstances.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

European Parliamentary Elections 2019 

 It was noted that it was the Government’s firm intention that the UK would not participate 

in next year’s European Parliamentary Elections. BLG members agreed to have contingency 

plans in place.  

8. OFCOM UPDATE 

 The BLG members agreed that Ofcom’s digests of electoral statistical information, produced 

ahead of the local elections in 2018, were very helpful but asked whether the information 

could be produced slightly earlier ahead of any election period. It was appreciated that a 

balance had to be struck between having the latest polling data in the digests and having the 

documents published in good time for broadcasters to use for their decision making. 

 Ofcom and the BLG discussed Ofcom’s position that when considering past electoral support, 

it takes into account the performance in the previous set of corresponding elections over at 

least two electoral cycles.  Ofcom clarified, using the England local elections as an example, 

that the reference to “corresponding” meant the local elections last held in 2018 and 2017 

rather than when the seats were last contested (2015 and 2011). More weight is 

appropriately placed on recent elections. Further there was a tapering effect which meant 

that while the earlier local elections results of 2015 and 2011 could be taken into account, 

less weight would be attributed to these results.   

 BLG members raised a query in respect of the length of radio broadcasts (currently set at 

2’30”).  

 The earlier points of party alliances and the PPB complaint made to Ofcom were further 

discussed.  

 

9. BLG WEBSITE 

 It was noted that the website had recently been updated.  

 

10.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS  

 Members agreed to keep the annual meeting as per the current arrangement but when 

required a further conference call could be arranged.  


