
BBC Trust Impartiality Review: Call for Evidence from the Chair, Dame Jil Matheson 

 

Used well statistics can enlighten a debate, but used without care they can confuse it. This review is 

aimed at ensuring that when the BBC uses statistics in its reporting its audiences can trust the BBC. 

The independent Panel I chair will be making an assessment on how the BBC reports statistics in its 

news and current affairs programming.  This assessment will be submitted to the BBC Trust and will 

be published.  The BBC Trust is also commissioning separate content analysis and audience research 

which will inform the Panel’s assessment and the Trust’s conclusions about how well the BBC is 

reporting statistics.  

The Panel will be drawing on a variety of evidence when making our assessment.  As part of this, we 

would like to invite interested organisations and those with specific expertise in this area to submit 

written evidence to us.  We are interested in receiving any evidence about the BBC’s reporting of 

statistics but in particular on the topics of economics, health, migration and welfare. It would be 

helpful to receive responses on the following issues: 

 whether BBC UK public services news and current affairs output achieves due impartiality 

and accuracy on controversial subjects when it includes statistical analysis; 

 

 whether, more generally, the BBC provides duly accurate and impartial reporting of statistics 

in its UK public services news and current affairs output; 

 

 whether BBC output provides accessible, critical analysis and context when reporting 

statistics to enable audiences to understand the issues; and 

 

 whether BBC content demonstrates due impartiality and accuracy through appropriate 

challenge and scrutiny in its reporting of statistics cited by third parties. 

It is not necessary to address all of these questions.  You are invited to focus on the issues which 

you think are most important.  You may submit evidence on a wider range of issues if you have 

additional points which you wish to bring to the Panel’s attention. 

 

How to make a submission 

The closing date for submitting evidence is: 

31 December 2015 

although earlier submissions would be welcomed.  Please send your submission to 

StatisticsImpartialityReview@bbc.co.uk or by mail to: 

 

 

mailto:StatisticsImpartialityReview@bbc.co.uk


Impartiality Review on BBC Reporting of Statistics 

BBC Trust   

180 Great Portland St 

London 

W1W 5QZ 

Please let us know if you would like to provide your evidence in a way other than listed above. 

 

Confidentiality 

The BBC Trust usually publishes organisational responses in full when they reach their conclusions. If 

you would prefer that all or part of your response is treated as confidential, please clearly indicate 

this at the start of your response and state which parts should remain confidential. Please note: the 

Trust may need to publish responses in order to meet legal obligations, including those marked 

confidential. 

Responses from members of the public are not published and any personal details are kept strictly 

confidential, however, we may publish anonymised data in the interests of transparency. 

 

Next steps 

The independent Panel will take the written submissions into account when completing its 

assessment.  The Panel will also be inviting specific organisations to meet in order to gather oral 

evidence.  The Trust will publish the full review on the Trust website in summer 2016. 

 

Dame Jil Matheson 

Chair, BBC Trust Impartiality Review Panel 


