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Mediawatch-UK Submission to 
BBC Trust Consultation on Proposed 
Changes to BBC 3 and BBC iPlayer. 
 
 
 

Who we represent: 
 
Mediawatch-UK is a voluntary organisation, formerly known as the National 
Viewers’ and Listeners’ Association with members throughout the UK.  Our 
membership consists of people of all ages, occupations and backgrounds who 
are concerned about the influence of the media on the individual, the family and 
wider society. 
 
Mediawatch-UK welcomes this opportunity to contribute to the BBC Trust 
Consultation on Proposed Changes to BBC 3 and BBC iPlayer.    
 

Our Position 
 
Although the closure of the BBC 3 as a broadcast channel is regrettable we 
understand the reasoning behind the proposal to reinvent it as an online-only 
offer and are broadly supportive.  We recognise that this is appropriate for 
channel’s target audience of 16-34 year olds and creates a strategic opportunity 
for the BBC to prepare for a digital future. 
 
However we are concerned that moving the BBC online will mean the loss of 
watershed protection for potential viewers. 
 
We appreciate that the channel is aimed at those over the age of 16 but it also 
appeals to a younger audience for whom some of the channel’s output is not 
appropriate viewing for example: Like a Virgin  which followed girls preparing to 
lose their virginity, in which a bikini wax was given more attention than a safe sex 
message which we consider irresponsible and contrary to safe sex guidelines 
and Tyger Takes on Porn which, although a balanced documentary, was not 
suitable for children and may have attracted younger viewers familiar with the 
presenter’s  work on Friday Download. 
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Presently parental controls are available on the iPlayer for BBC 3 post-watershed 
broadcasts but these are not default-on so if controls are not set the material is 
available after ticking a box confirming that the viewer is over 16 – hardly beyond 
the wit of a much younger child.  Moving this channel online without updating 
these protections will compound the problem.   
 
This parental control feature is not widely advertised so it is not unreasonable to 
assume that the majority of parents will not have set up controls to protect their 
children.   It is likely that parents would only know the controls were available if 
they themselves had accessed post-watershed content on a computer or mobile 
device 
 
When the BBC Trust looked at the iPlayer in 2010 we asked them to consider the 
inadequate protection available.  We called for a more robust system to protect 
children.  The Trust did not address this in their findings but they did recommend 
more was done to raising awareness of parental controls to stop under-16s 
accessing unsuitable content.  However we are unaware of any concerted 
campaign to do this. 
 
If BBC 3 moves online the problems of children accessing its content will be 
magnified.   
 
 

In conclusion, Mediawatch-UK submits that if BBC 3 becomes 
an online-only offer it is essential that the protections offered by 
the television watershed are replicated online prior to the online 
launch. 
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disregard any standard email text about not disclosing email contents and 
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