
 
Proposed changes to BBC Three, BBC iPlayer, BBC One and CBBC 

Sky UK Limited (“Sky”) response to BBC Trust provisional conclusions 

 

1. Introduction 

1.1 This comprises Sky’s response to the BBC Trust’s consultation on its provisional 

conclusions in respect of the proposed changes to BBC Three, BBC iPlayer and launch of 

BBC One +1, and follows Sky’s response to the Trust’s previous consultation submitted on 

20 February 2015.  

2. Rejection of proposal to launch BBC One +1 service 

2.1 Sky welcomes Ofcom’s assessment of the adverse market impact of the launch of a 

proposed BBC One +1 service.  Sky accordingly agrees with the BBC Trust’s provisional 

conclusion to reject the proposed launch on the basis that the proposal does not meet 

the public value test.   

 

2.2 As previously highlighted, the proposed BBC One +1 service would negatively impact the 

viewing share of other channels, including Sky’s, as a result of any increment to the BBC’s 

share of total viewing.  Furthermore, the transmission of repeated BBC One content does 

not translate directly into public value where such content is already available elsewhere.  

3. Availability and promotion of BBC Three content 

3.1 Sky notes the BBC Executive’s reiteration of its commitment to ensuring that BBC Three 

content will be made widely available, including through a dedicated branded space on the 

BBC website, programme pages on BBC Online, BBC iPlayer, BBC One and BBC Two and 

connected red button services.  Sky welcomes the BBC’s proposed approach to 

syndication of this content, including outside of the iPlayer.  Similarly, in the interest of all 

licence fee payers, Sky expects the BBC to make BBC Three content available across all 

outlets, including via the iteration of the iPlayer on the Sky platform.    

 

3.2 Sky appreciates that the BBC will need to sustain brand awareness and transition the 

audience to the new BBC Three Content online.  Sky therefore agrees that a degree of 

cross promotion will be required.  To the extent, however, the BBC encourages current 

audiences to consume BBC Three content, this encouragement should be platform neutral 

and should promote viewing across all platforms, not just through the online iPlayer, BBC 

Three website and BBC Online.  

  



 
4 Availability of third party content in iPlayer 

4.1 Sky continues to be concerned over incremental changes to the iPlayer and its impact on 

the wider market.  Sky notes that the Trust is yet to publish a statement on the outcome 

of its review of the BBC’s proposed distribution framework, in addition to the wider debate 

that is currently taking place around the renewal of the BBC’s Charter, and the BBC 

Executive’s extensive proposals for a future BBC.  It therefore seems to be an inopportune 

moment to be considering expanding the remit of the BBC iPlayer in the manner proposed.  

 

4.2 Notwithstanding Sky’s concerns, should the Trust approve the proposals, we would urge 

the Trust to require the BBC Executive to publish for consultation and for the Trust to 

approve, the “objective criteria” by which the BBC will both select third party institutions 

whose content would be accepted by the BBC, and by which it will select content from 

those institutions.  Transparency as between the BBC’s public services and third party 

institutions, irrespective of their status as “not for profit cultural and arts organizations, 

which can support the delivery of the public purposes” is essential in order for the BBC to 

comply with its regulatory obligations.
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4.3 Consideration must also be given to the regulatory regime applicable to such third party 

content.  If, as is apparent from the proposals, the BBC will not be editorially responsible 

for the content, will the BBC ensure compliance with the ATVOD rules and guidance, 

particularly in relation to commercial references, given the likely funding of the content?  
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1
  As noted in the proposed changes to the BBC Service Licence for BBC Online and Red Button – 

iPlayer & TV. 


