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20 December 2011 

 

 

Dear Lord Patten, 
 

sportscotland is the national agency for sport in Scotland and uses Scottish Government 
and National Lottery resources to develop and support a world class sporting system at all 
levels. Part of developing and supporting a world class sporting system involves ensuring 
people in Scotland see, hear and read more about sport in their communities and about 
Scottish athletes on the world stage.  

sportscotland welcomes the opportunity to respond to the BBC Trust’s consultation on 
Delivering Quality First and to express our views of BBC management proposals that will 
impact sport broadcasting in Scotland and the UK. Please find our consultation response 
attached. 

If you wish to discuss anything further or require any additional information please do not 
hesitate to contact me on 0141 534 6540 or at stuart.ogg@sportscotland.org.uk     

 

Regards, 

 
 

Stuart Ogg 

Director of Corporate Services 
 

Enc 

email: stuart.ogg@sportscotland.org.uk  
Direct Dial: 0141 534 6540 Lord Patten of Barnes

Delivering Quality First 
BBC Trust 
180 Great Portland Street 
London W1W 5QZ 
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Consultation response  

Delivering Quality First 
BBC Trust 
 

 

Television channels 
The proposed changes to the scope of television broadcast will have an impact on sports 
coverage. Sport is important to Scotland’s health, culture and national identity and should be 
a key component of public broadcasting. Coverage of sporting events can encourage people 
to take part in sport, which leads to health and social benefits, and can foster national pride 
and identity. Furthermore, television exposure is a key driver for sponsorship, which plays a 
critical role in funding sports development work.   

When determining where to reduce the BBC’s sports rights budget, we strongly believe that 
the location of the event and links between athletes and the broadcast area should be 
considered. As the national broadcaster, we would like to see the BBC prioritise obtaining 
rights to major sporting events involving UK athletes and being hosted in the UK and, more 
specifically, involving Scottish athletes and being hosted in Scotland.  

We welcome the proposal for the non-daytime schedule for BBC Two and BBC HD to include 
live sport. We are concerned, though, about the reduction in coverage of more niche interest 
sports. This is because Scotland is successful at some niche sports, such as curling, and we 
would be disappointed if this success was not recognised through public broadcast of 
important competitions.  

We are also concerned by how ‘smaller’ and ‘niche’ sports will be defined, whether this will 
be a fixed definition and whether there will be scope for increasing the coverage of smaller 
and niche sports if there are events of true national interest. In particular, the 2012 London 
Olympics and the 2014 Glasgow Commonwealth Games are likely to increase interest in 
lesser known sports, and may provide a real impetus for increased niche and small sports 
coverage. 

While we understand that the BBC is focused on broadcasting events that serve all 
audiences, the BBC is also committed to providing a distinctive service and we believe that 
broadcast of smaller and niche sports resonate with this objective.  

Radio stations 
We welcome the proposal to maintain sport output at approximately current levels on Radio 5 
Life and 5 Live Sports Extra. We believe that this is an important commitment to sport 
broadcasting throughout the UK and a recognition of the importance of sport and its wider 
impact. 
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Programmes and services made specifically for audiences in Northern 
Ireland, Scotland, Wales and the regions of England 
BBC Radio Scotland 

It is not clear whether the proposal for fewer differences in programming between Medium 
Wave and FM schedules, particularly sports coverage, on BBC Radio Scotland will lead to 
higher, lower or similar levels of sport broadcasting. The sport specific shows only broadcast 
on Medium Wave offer in depth discussion and analysis of sport. Ultimately, though, if there 
is going to be a shift in sport broadcasting on BBC Radio Scotland, we would like to see 
sports coverage go beyond sport-specific news and programmes, and be part of the wider 
content, including policy debates and listener engagement and interaction.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


